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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyre, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal, 
26-candle gas. 
134 ewt. coke per ton of coal, 
N.B,—Ramsay’s. Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 
GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 
FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 
The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellert quality, and no expense spared in 


perfecti article. 

The F E-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in of the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hessurn Quay. 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


Offices: Broap CHARE, NEW- 
Address, G. H. Ramsay. 











_ 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 
THE TESTING-HOUSE REPORTS. 


The Reports prepared for the Science and Art Depart- 
ment, under the direction of the Lords of the Council, 
detail the arrangements made for testing the gas appa- 
ratus exhibited. In the testing-house erected by the 
Special Committee appointed to further this object a 
gasholder was constructed by Mr. G. Glover, being a 
Jac simile of that produced and patented by him in 

, and deposited in the Exch , under the pro- 
visions of the Sales of Gas Act, and British manufac- 
turers of gas apparatus were invited by advertisement, 
and by direct application, to forward worthy objects for 
exhibition, Mr. G. Glover was, however, the only 
manufacturer who sent Meters to be tested. The re- 

ort states that, as ‘‘ Mr. Glover is a manufacturer of 
ry Meters only, no opportunity presented itself of 
comparing their accuracy with that of Wet Meters 
under various circumstances, but the perfection to 
which that maker has brought his Meters prevents the 
ibility of those extravagant errors which are well 
nown to exist where Wet Meters are used.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 97, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 











COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. | 
OSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, | 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBJECTs in Fire-Ciay,’”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Retorts, FirE-Brickxs, &c., for EXcELLENOR of 
Quatiry.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay_ are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay 81pE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 





jou RUSSELL AND 40, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 


rs. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 





| 
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WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. | 


EsTaBLisHED 1830. 
All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 





| Goal to demand such a certificate for each c: , and 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NeWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
oe for several years past, and to intimate that he 
as rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLp Broap Srreet, Crry, Lonpon. 


‘ 
HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 

The ery per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; illuminating 

power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs, 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


O'NESS CANNEL COALS.—This 


Cannel is largely used in gas-works where, in addi- 
tion to high illuminating power, there exists ademand for 
superior Coke, it being the best Coke-producing Cannel 
of allScottish Cannels. It yields about 11,000 cubic ft. 
of 25 standard candle gas per ton. 

Ports of Shipment, either the Forth or the Clyde. 
For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JonN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 








NOTICE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL, 


AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 
HEATH COLLIERY, LesMARAGO, and the NITSHILL 

& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, AvucuinngaTa 
AND SOUTHFIELD CoLLieRizs, LesMAHAGO, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and illuminating power of the Gas, has uently 
been mixed with and sold under the name of “ Lesma- 
hago,” they have now appointed Messrs. Jaws LAWRIE 
& Co., of 63, Old Broad Street, Lownon, E.C., sole 
nts for ee and Messrs. La Cour & Warsow, 

of Lzrrn, sole agents for foreign markete; and, in 
order to prevent a recurrence of the frauds named, they 
request that all purchasers will send their orders 
through the above-named firms. Orders for other 
than the above-named markets may be forwarded 
direct to either of the Proprietors. d 
he Proprietors will, in future, use their own forms 

of bills of lading, and also ivsue certificates of origin, 
signed, as the case may be, either by James FerevsoN 
& Co., or by the Nrrsuiit & Lesmanaco Coat Company; 
and they request all consumers purchasing Lesmahago 


to observe that it corresponds with the bill of lading. 
hinheath, I hago, March, 1868, 
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LONDON, 1862. 


IMPROVED DRY 








PARIS 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 


HAVE OBTAINED THE 


HIGHEST 


PRIZE 


FOR 


GAS-METERS AND GASOMETERS, 


AT THE 


EXHIBIT 





RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LO 
AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS. 





SILVER MEDAL, 


ION. 
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'with Hydraulic Centre-Valve (on the principle of the late Alfred King, Esq., of Liverpool), working three Purifiers always 


‘working order and excellent condition at a price which will make them a valuable acquisition to any Gas’ ’ 
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HENRY HOWARD & CO., 
COOMBS WoodD PATENT TUBE-WORKS. 
OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT -IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 


CORE BARS for IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, IRON COCKS, é&c. 


JOHN HALL & CQ., 


STOURBRIDGE, | 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 
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AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE- CLAY GOODS. 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short notice. 


TO GAS COMPANIES REQUIRING PURIFIERS. 
MESSRS. C. & W. WALKER 


HAVE 


A SET OF FOUR PURIFIERS, 


Four tiers of Grids in each, of 
Ten-inch Inlets and Outlets, 








Each 10 feet square and 4 feet 6 inches deep, with Lutes 18 inches deep and 5 inches wide. 
C. & W. Walker’s best Bevel Bars and Hard-Wood Sides, with strong Tee Iron Bearing-Bars. 


in action consecutively while the fourth is being changed. 
The whole are in most excellent condition, and are being removed solely because 


they are too small. 
Messrs, C. & W. Walker are replacing them with a new set 2} times their size, and they will refix them in perfect 


Company requiring them. They can be seen in use before being removed by applying at 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 


| BEST AND HOLDEN’S 
PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 








{ 


| 
| 


| 





REQUIRING NO LUTING. 


Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. It may be seen in 
action at the Alliance Gas Company’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour 
will be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at all gas- 
| works, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. 

The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in 
on Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 

Drawings, &c., may be seen at our-Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 











N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS- METER. 


210.000 IN USE. 


WwoRHs: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. © 






























































PATENT COMPENSATING CGAS-METERS, 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST-GOVERNORS, &e. 


in every department. 


England; and their STATION-METERS stand unrivalled for Design, Sound Workmanship, and Efficiency. 
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J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF "t 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


Of the Best Material and Workmanship, carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of Gas Act 
and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


Which are uniform with the Ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 


IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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GAS STATION- METERS, | 


ALL SIZES, WITH PLANED JOINTS. 





Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. Terms, &c., on application. 





MESSRS. J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


In continuing the Business lately carried on in the name of Newton and Braddock, tender their grateful acknowledgments 
for the past generous and extensive patronage conferred on their firm, and beg to assure their Friends, Gas Engineers, | 
and Gas Companies generally, that every exertion will continue to be made to maintain the sterling quality of their work |} 


Their ORDINARY METERS, WET and DRY, have now a demand over that of any other maker in the North of 


All sizes of CONSUMERS METERS generally in Stock. 














STATION-METERS, in round or square cases, on the Shortest Notice. | 
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UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF PARIS, 
| 1867. » 
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THOMAS GLOVER & CO. 











\DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


LONDON, 


HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Established 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owirig to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 

Tt is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem $3 per eent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 


ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 


‘| venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRnaL or Gas Licurina. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to mannfacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dryas well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
ingham, Dubliv, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 





MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE SAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is intended 
Sor insertion, must be authenticated by the name and address of the 
writer ; not secaggecsty «pac publication, but as a guarantee of good faith. 

A Novice.—There can be no objection to the use of gas tar for lubricating 
wire ropes, on the score of its prejudicial action on the tron in the ropes ; 
on the contrary, it will tend to preserve them. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 1869, 


Potes upon Passing Events, 


Tae first alarum-bell to summon the ignorant and in- 
terested to do battle against the Endowed Schools Bill 
has, of course, rung in the City of London. It is not 
that the opposition object to a good education being brought 
within reach of the inhabitants of the metropolis; they would 
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be quite as well pleased if the education of all the institutions 
under their depressing management were brought up to the 
high quality of the City of London School; but what they 
object to and will resist, with all the enormous mischievous 
influence of the Corporation of London, is any interference 
with the patronage and personal importance of the liverymen. 
On Tuesday last, a meeting of the Masters and Clerks of 
the livery companies of London was held at Haberdashers 
Hall, to organize an opposition to Mr. Forster’s Education 
Bill. Mr. William Hawes, who is, if we mistake not, on all 
abstract political questions, an advanced Liberal, took up the‘ 
dead-and-gone arguments with which the most sleepy-headed, 
exclusive, and corrupt corporations, like those of Leicester 
and Bristol, were defended forty years ago. He said, of 
course, that the Education Commissioners had exaggerated 
the faults, and not done justice to the improvements, in the 
schools under the charge of the City companies. The reports, 
supported as they are by facts and figures, do not give out- 
siders that impression; but at any rate, after allowing a very 
large discount, there remains reason enough for a complete 
reconstruction of the governing authorities of the endowed 
schools. Mr. Hawes urged as an objection, what will gene- 
rally be considered a merit in the official plan—that it seeks to 
control the income of £580,000 for the purpose of establishing 
a central system, which shall raise (not bring down) the whole 
educational system of the country to one level, according to 
the age, talent, and condition of life of the pupils, and 
to divert endowments from the original purpose of founders 
and testators, who made their plans according to the lights 
of their days—days when there were no organized poor 
laws, no sciences, no modern languages, very little English 
literature, and the whole learning of the country was derived 
from classical authors and theological treatises. The repre- 
sentatives of the Clothiers, the Goldsmiths, the Skinners, and 
the Ironmongers were especially angry with the 25th clause, 
which empowers the Charity Commissioners, where they 
see fit, to divert to educational purposes the funds now so 
often jobbed or wasted in pensioning and clothing the 
pauperized members of a livery, and the degrading doles now 
sown broadcast to grow beggars. Such opposition is a matter 
of course. Half the pleasure of being ‘‘ on the Court” will 
be lost, if the members are no longer to be canvassed before 
meeting to receive a fee, eat a luxurious luncheon, and 
bestow their crumbs on the Lazaruses of the livery. This 
part of the petition of the livery will meet with monstrous 
little sympathy on either side of the House of Commons. 
An unanswerable proof of the feeble inefficiency with which 
the large educational funds held by a few City companies 
have been managed, exists in the necessity which created the 
City of London School and the Middle-Class School by volun- 
tary subscriptions based on an insignificant foundation. What 
a contrast to these obstructives is presented by the govern- 
ment of the Canton de Vaud, in Switzerland, whose whole 
revenues scarcely equal the local taxes paid by one City 
parish. There a complete reform has been made in the edu- 
cational system, under which, by successive steps graduated 
to age, a complete education, classical or industrial, suited to 
every station in life, will be provided. If the citizens of 
London do not prefer petty patronage to the sound education 
of the rising generation, they will take the trouble to learn 
what the Swiss—a nation of manufacturers and shopkeepers— 
are doing to maintain their position in the commercial world, 
When we are young our most pleasant reading is in fairy tales 
—the “ Arabian Nights,” “Robinson Crusoe,” and “ Pilgrim’s 
“Progress” —and so we proceed through fiction until, thoroughly 
exhausted by the sensational literature of the day, we find 
‘‘ Aurora Floyd” disgusting, and ‘‘ Guy Livingstone”’ a stupid 
giant. In this state of mind the tired man, in want of relaxa- 
tion from the labours of politics or making money, may tap a 
vein of fresh amusement in Blue-Books and reports printed 
for the use of both Houses of Parliament. Anything more 
truly refreshing than the great Smith case in the appendix 
to the last report of the Charity Commissioners, we have 
not had the pleasure of reading for along time; while the 
account of the Trevilion Charity is both interesting and instruc- 
tive. In the obscure parish of East Newlyn, in Cornwall, 
a great fight has been raging between some thirty or forty 
well-to-do landowners, headed by the parson and some three 
hundred Dissenting parishioners, about the application of an 
ancient charity-fund. It is just one of the cases where the 
powers of a dictatorial board of education are required :to save 
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the costs of a contest in Chancery. The funds of this charity 
were formerly distributed as doles amongst the poor. The 
people now desire that the income should be devoted to a 
much-needed parish school. The Charity Commissioners have 
only: power to advise, not no enforce their impartial views. 
They are hampered, too, by the decisions of that worthy man 
and unmitigated bigot, the late Vice-Chancellor Knight Bruce. 
Thirteen folio pages of closely printed double columns are 
oceupied by the correspondence and report on this little fund. 
First. the vicar desired to appropriate the whole fund to the 
support of a school on a strict Church principle, and was 
supported by what might be called all the respectable inha- 
bitants, some thirty in number. Then the opposition, repre- 
senting the multitude, desire a school on the Irish National or 
British School system. A third party, speaking for himself, 
proposed to avoid all discussion by devoting the funds to an 
infirmary. The Charity Commissioners try to cut the Gor- 
dian knot by establishing a Church school with the Conscience 
Clause ; that is, that the children of Dissenters should neither 
be compelled to learn the catechism, nor to attend at the school 
‘jor at church on Sundays. By this time the dispute had 
become extremely hot, and the majority of the parish, who 
would gledly have accepted the last plan in the first instance, 
would not agree to place the whole control of the school in 
|the hands of the vicar and his friends, while the vicar objects 
to a joint trusteeship with Dissenters. It is absurd that so 
small a sum and so simple a scheme of education should be 
settled by a central authority, quite removed from parochial 
influences, and above sectarian jealousies. ° 

Theappendix relating to the Smith estate is more amusing and 
equally suggestive. It illustrates admirably the working of the 


and the livery companies of London are so anxious to retain. 
Henry Smith, in the year 1620, was a citizen and alderman 
of London, and evidently a very benevolent and charitable 
man. The Poor Law system two hundred and fifty years ago 
was extremely rude and imperfect. Henry Smith desired to 
provide for his descendants, and also for the poor of the 
villages and towns with which he was connected. With this 
view he executed a deed of trust in his lifetime, which he 
altered by a suit in Chancery, and also bequeathed by his will 
many thousand pounds to various charitable purposes—such 
as the relief of poor impotent people, orphans, and married people 
with excessive families ; to set poor people to work; to redeem 


also to the relief of his poor relations. The property has been 


nomy, and now produces nearly sixteen thousand pounds a 


crease. 
ijare Croydon, Kingston-on-Thames, Guildford, Dorking, Farn- 
ham, Godalming, and Hartlepool. 
spent in supporting an almshouse; at Reigate, in supporting 
a school. The rest, amounting to over £5500 a year, is 
}|distributed in doles amongst 23,000 persons, at the rate 
of about 4s. 10d. a head, with the usual degrading 


have the patronage of distribution. At East Grinstead, out 


average value of Ils. 7d. At Farnham, two-thirds out of a 


a dole of 10s., to the disgust of his employers. And so our 
Smith Charity, distributed broadcast, degrades the recipients, 
and only by accident relieves real distress. Of course, the 
clergy and the churchwardens, as a rule, like the pleasure of 


this is an old story. The tale of the progeny of Smith is 
new and more amusing. In 1700 there were only four poor 
relations of Alderman Smith; in 1772 there were 15; in 1807 
there were 12 families; in 1868 there were 412 known rela- 
tions, exclusive of those settled in America. In the year 
ending May, 1867, the trustees distributed £6645 in 365 
gifts. Amongst these people are some very nice characters. 
S. W. is paid weekly, is ragged and destitute, and, according 
to his own account, has been dyiag of consumption for twenty 
years. R. S. was a soldier, is a bootmaker, and has been in 
prison for robbing his lodgings. Here are the receipts of two 


families from the charity, and their incomes from their own 
sources :— 





grandfather: 





dole system and miscellaneous charities which Mr. W. Hawes | 


poor captives, being the slaves of Turkish pirates, &c.; and | 
managed by the trustees with extraordinary honesty and eco- | 


year, chiefly from land, with the prospect of considerable in- | 
The towns intended to be benefited by his charities | 


At Croydon the income is | 


effect, in the opinion of everybody except some of those who | “#t¢ children; therefore music is essentially necessary. 


of a population of about 4000, one-third receive gifts of the | {| 
| This report of the Charity Commissioners will come in as | 
population of 9000 beg for and receive gifts of about | 
2s. Gd. each. At Guildford, it was found that a mechanic, | 


earning, with his son, over 45s. a week, was a beggar for | 
| abuses of charity as Alderman Smith’s Trust. 


bestowing money and favours that cost them nothing. But | 





| respective departments—there is not one who has so tough a| 
| job before him as Mr. Géschen. 
| tating and dissecting knives all live in London, understand agi- 





Receipt of the Family from the Charity. 
° eo Sew. ee 





E.A., pension . 5 . «+ ° 0 0 
Pensions of eight children. . . . . - 230 0 0 
Schooling of eleven grandchildren .. . . . . 9 8 0 
. Gifts.to two grandchildren on attaining 21. . . 20 0 0 
£406 8 0 
. Income of the Family. 
Recipients. Incomes Rpwast 





_ A. E,—Husband, a retired druggist. . . . . £300 
A. W.—A retired surgeon. 5) 4 ica walt dene ee 





A. F. T.—Chemist and druggist. ° 280 0 0 | 

B. M.—Husband, a wholesale grocer, over . 300. 0 O* 

B. C.—Husband, brother of the above, over 300 0 0* 

T.S.—Husband, a surgeon,about . . . 200 0 0 

M. E.—Husband, a music-master, over. 300 0 0* 
£1905 0 0 


It will be observed that the sums marked with an asterisk are minima. 
The income of W. A. is in right of his second wife. It is said that he re- 
refused to support his children by his first marriage. : 
F. T. A. applied for the payment of a governess jor his children. _ 
J. A. is now dead. His children receive an allowance of £60 paid to their 


Receipt of the T. Family from the Charity. 
Three brothers. . . . . . . « pensions £100 0 0 
The children of J. and E. T. . + grap, “ong ae 


£162 14 9 


. : Income of the Family 
mT. i ee ey a . £440 0 0 
«J.T. 117 0 0 
E, T.. 130 0 0 
Saax £687 0 0 


H. T. receives a reduced pension. 
M. S. received an annuity of £40. Of her it is said:—*It is said that | 
Mrs. S., who is now dead, died of want. On account of her great destitution | 
she was paid weekly. Her husband had a situation of £200 a year in the 
docks, which he threw up in’a moment of irritation. On further inquiry, it 
would seem that Mrs. S.'s distress was probabiy‘in a great measure her own | 
fault. Her allowantve was 15s. a week. She sometimes came to receive it with | 
black eyes, saying that she had fallen down, Her appearance betokened | 
dissipation and drink.” | 
In an exceedingly illiterate letter, one man, whose mother was | 
a pensioner, applies to have his son apprenticed to himeelf— || 
“‘ not because i wants the money; it is because there is a few | 
‘faculties i wants to keep him at home.” A widow of a | 
Sinith’s pensioner sent in a bill for £8 for extra funeral ex- || 
penses—viz., silk bands, £3 10s.; crape,; £3 2s.; and 18 | 
pairs of Berlin gloves. A young woman, having married, asked 
for assistance to take a house. A dentist with an income of || 
£400 a year applies for the expenses of a trip to the sea-side. || 
The writer of the following letter is the schoolmistress of a | 
pupil whose mother was one of the fortunate descendants of | 
Alderman Smith, and whose father was an ivory turner, earn- | 


ing 25s. a week :— 








H. Smallman’s compliments to Messrs. Bray and Co., and wishes to know }| 
if they will allow Miss C. to learn music, as her mamma thinks it quite | 
time she commenced. An early reply will oblige. 


Branstone Road, July 31, 1867. | 
| 


Miss SMALLMAN. | 
Ladies School, Gothic House, Branstone Road, Burton-on-Trent. | 


The trustees could not see the musical necessity, and their clerk 


received the following rejoinder :— i| 

Gothie House, Branstone Road, Burton-on-Trent. | 

Mr. Bray,—I received your letter on Sunday, and the parents of F. C.'| 

are surprised at your thinking it unnecessary for her to learn music. It is | 
the wish of Mrs. C. to have them educated for governesses, as they are deli- | 


I shall feel much obliged by your remitting my small account of Miss || 


| E. C. at your early convenience ; also your decision as regards the music.— 


I am, yours respectfully, (Signed) H. SMALLMAN. 
useful evidence when, in committee, members of Parliament 
who are advanced Reformers on all questions that do not) 
concern their constituents, fight for the retention of such local | 
“Tt is my; 
“ opinion,” says the surgeon of Hartlepool Hospital, “‘ that | 
“the gifts distributed by Smith’s Charity Trustees only tend 
“to increase the number of paupers in this neighbourhood, | 
“ and I believe it is generally known here that the pawn-| 
“« shops receive a great portion of the articles thus distributed.” | 
Of all the Cabinet Ministers—all pledged to reform in their| 


The subjects for his ampu-| 


tation, and can assult him by deputations with the least possible 
inconvenience to themselves. We are looking out with con- 
siderable curiosity to the result of the campaign with the) 
metropolitan poor-law guardians in which Mr. Géschen has, 
embarked. Has he pluck and power to march straight on the 
line he has chalked out? Will the Cabinet venture to support 
him against the enormous local influences that will be brought 
to bear against the decision of the Poor-Law Board. No doubt 


——— 















































March 30, 1869.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 215 





the majority of 118 on the Irish Church question will be a | 
tough bulwark against parochial assaults. Mr. Gdschen’s last | 
|move is quite Napoleonic. The Poor-Law Board having been | 
‘much worried by the resistance of the Holborn Union to the | 
order for building a new infirmary for sick paupers, has issued | 
an order which will get rid of the guardians and of their plea | 
of poverty at the same time. Holborn Union is to be united | 
with Clerkenwell and St. Luke’s. One Board will then have | 
three workhouses at command—quite sufficient, with certain | 
small additions to the St. Luke’s buildings, without any new 
infirmary. The Pall Mall Gazette, following this hint, sug- 
gests that— 

Kensington might be joined to Fulham, and then the relief over the new 
union would be—we compute the proportion by Mr. Géschen’s last return— 
1s. 1d. in the pound, causing 2d. more to be paid by Kensington, but easing 
Fulham of 6d. St. George’s, Hanover Square, which cuts the parishes of 
St. Margaret and St. John in two, would, with Chelsea, form a union of 
smaller area than Islington, and with a uniform rate of 1s. 1d. in the pound, 

| instead of the three respective rates of 8d., 1s. 6}d., and 1s. 9d. Hackney, 
with Shoreditch and Bethnal Green to the south, would, judging by the 
map-illustrated statistics, form an excellent combination for mutual good ; 
|| but the most alluring arrangement is to throw the three City unions into one; | 
\that would then place all the City parishes, whether within or without the | 
|| walls, under the management of a single board of guardians. At the present 
|| moment the cost of relief in the East London Union is 3s. 1}d.; in the West 
| London it is 2s. 11}d., while the City of London Union escapes with 7d. 
Combined, the rate over the whole would be 113d. Thus East London would 
| be lightened by 2s. 2d. and West London by 1s. 113d. in the pound, but the 
| City of London Union would have to pay 43d. more. We assume that Mr. 
Goschen intends there shall be equality of rating throughout the new as at 
—_— obtains in the old unions. In the City unions, if brought into com- 
| bination, extraordinary disparities in the cost of relief would have to be 
harmonized. Thusthe outlay per pauper in the East London Union was 
| £10 14s. in 1868; in the West London it was £13 4s., while in the City of 
|London Union it was £15 2s. Under one union this grave inequality of 
| expenditure could not exist long. If £10 a year on the average for each 
| applicant meets the duty of the guardians towards the poor in the eastern 
part of the City, it seems grossly unjust that £15 should be required when 
the applicant presents himself in the civic centre. Few people seem to have 
| realized the obligation upon us to avoid making the condition of the pauper 
more eligible in one part of London than in another. Turning to the south, 
it will be seen at a glance that St. Saviour’s, St. Olave’s, St. George-the- 
Martyr, and St. Mary, Newington, would present a union sufficiently com- 
pact and limited, while Bermorfdsey would, .we should say, naturally consort 
with Rotherhithe. 

This is business, and, accompanied by a proportionate reduction 
in the number of guardians, would be a grand step towards 
bringing these little local parliaments down to the level of 
their duties. If it can be done by a decree of the authorities 
at Gwyder House, good; but if it require an Act of Parliament, 
it will take a considerable time before the metropolitan rates 
can be equalized and reduced, or parochial dignity diminished. 

The Bill introduced by Mr. Géschen, Mr. Ayrton, and Mr. 

Arthur Peel, for providing ‘a common basis of value for the 
** purposes of Government and local taxation, and to promote 
* uniformity in the assessment of rateable property in England,” 
is a reform of a useful, unobtrusive character that will not be 
so generally appreciated. It will make our taxation less unfair, 
without materially diminishing the average burdens. Nothing 
can be more ridiculous or empirical than the present process 
of valuation, except the proceedings in case of an appeal. 
It is proposed that “‘a Valuation Board be elected in every 
“county, for the purpose of determining the per centage 
“or rate of deductions to be made from the gross value 
*‘ in calculating the rateable value of hereditaments.” This 
|| Board, elected in a manner it is not necessary to describe here, 
is to make out and print a table of deductions. The overseers 
are to make out a valuation list of their parish, and give 
notice of any alteration to occupiers. Objections may be 
made before an Assessment Committee, and appeals may be 
made to a county court judge. The valuation having been 
settled, it will last for three years, and be conclusive evi- 
'|dence of gross value of hereditaments for—1. County- 
|rate, 2. Borough-rate; 3. Church-rate; 4. Highway-rate ; 
'|5. Poor-rate; and every contribution based on the basis 
of value; also—6. for House-tax; 7. Income-tax; 8. for 
the Purposes Acts relating to the sale of excisable liquors. 
Under rules for the formation of the valuation list, it is 
enacted that the gross value shall not be less than the actual 
rent; provided that deductions are to be made where the land- 
lord undertakes to pay any tenant’s rates or taxes, or tithe 
commutation, and where the rent includes any sum for use of | 
|| furniture, gas, water, servants, or matters other than the use of 
|| the house unfurnished. The gross value of a house, if occupied | 
'! by one occupier paying rent weekly, shall be estimated accord- | 
| ing to the rent if he took the house as a yearly tenant. If let 

| out in separate apartments, to occupiers paying rent weekly, it 

|| must be estimated according to the rent of a tenant who would 

li underlet. The Bill contains 77 sections, with many subdivi- 
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| undertakings, possess considerable interest, and in some) 


| blished, but the committee seemed reluctant to pass the pre-| 


| others Som called the vendors) under a lease from the late Earl of Dan- 


sions, but these are chiefly filled with the machinery for carry- 
ing out one uniform system of assessment throughout England | 
and Wales. If this measure becomes law, we shall know, when | 
purchasing or renting a property, what is the valuation for, 
every kind of tax. . 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue absorbing topic of interest in the metropolitan gas world | 
at the present moment is the alleged gigantic defalcation of 
one of the employés of the Great Central Gas Company, the | 
extent of which recalls to mind the frauds of the notorious 
Redpath. The amount of the defalcation is variously reported 





| to be from £50,000 to £80,000; and the fall in the market 


value of the company’s shares, from £14 10s. to £12 pershare, 1 
corresponds with the assumption that the smaller amount is | 
more correct. The defaulter, whose name is Higgs, was || 
employed in the accountant’s department, at a salary not || 
exceeding £160 a year; nevertheless, he recently erected for | 
his own occupation a costly mansion at Teddington, near | 
Richmond, where he lived in expensive style, and it was, 
reported in the neighbourhood that he had realized a large | 
fortune by jobbing in gas shares. It seems inexplicable how, 
he could have maintained such an extravagant course of living | 
under the eyes of the other officials of the gas company, with- | 
out some inquiry having been made as to the source whence | 
he derived the money to support it. No authentic information 
on the subject of the defalcation and its actual amount can yet 
be ovtained from the directors, but we understand that Higgs | 
was not suspected of dishonesty until the auditor appointed | 
by the Board of Trade demanded from him a detailed state-| 
ment of the arrears due, in order to compare it with the, 
ledger. That brought the matter to a crisis, and the defaulter | 
absconded. He has not yet been apprehended. Great anxiety | 
prevails among the shareholders to know in what manner the , 
frauds could have been committed, for it seems very impro- | 
bable that the fraudulent appropriation of money received | 
could have amounted to such a large sum as the rumoured; 
defalcations. | 

The proceedings of the parliamentary committees on gas); 
and water Bills, though not relating to any important) 


respects the points raised are novel and instructive. In a) 
committee of the House of Lords, of which Lord Monteagle | 
was chairman, a Bill was promoted by a new company formed | 
for supplying with gas and water the small town of Bridgend, | 
in Glamorganshire, having a population of less than 4000, | 
though it had for several years been lighted with gas from the 

private works of Mr. Samuel Cox. So far as regarded the} 
supply of gas it was a competing company, and the ground on, 
which the promoters of the Bill rested their case was that the, 
present supply is inadequate to the demand, that the gas is of | 
inferior quality, that Mr. Cox has no parliamentary authority || 
to open the streets, is under no obligation to continue the sup-| 
ply, and is not limited in the price charged. The company had 

made proposals to purchase the works, but could not agree with 

Mr. Cox as to the terms. Mr. Denison, the counsel for the 
promoters of the Bill, while admitting that it would be unfair 

for a corporate body to compete with public funds with a 

private undertaking, contended that it was a case in which a 

company expending their own money might fairly compete for | 
the advantage of the public. It was, indeed, admitted by | 
Mr. Cox, in his examination, that there had been frequent, 
complaints of the quality of the gas, and that his whole works | 
required modification and enlargement to adapt them to the || 
proper supply of gas. It also appeared that he only held his | 





| land on a lease which would expire in 30 years. A strong |; 


case in support of a competing company was certainly esta- || 


amble of the Bill, and urged the parties to come to terms. 
Ultimately the following clause was drawn up and agreed to:—| 


Whereas the town of Bridgend and its neighbourhood are now supplied | 
with gas from works erected for that purpose by Mr. Samuel Cox of 
Bridgend aforesaid gentleman held or reputed to be held by himself and || 


raven for a term of fifty-nine years from the twenty-fourth day of June 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one therefore if the said vendors 
within three months after the passing of this Act by notice in writing 
under their hands require the company to purchase the vendors interest in 
the said gas-works land plant mains pipes and other property forming part 
thereof under such lease together with the goodwill and business attached 
thereto then and in such case the company shall and they are hereby 
required to purchase and the said vendors are required to sell to the com- 
pany their interest in the said gas-works land plant mains pipes and other 
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property forming part thereof under such lease as aforesaid with such 
goodwill and business as aforesaid at or for such sum and upon such terms 
and conditions gs shall be agreed upon between the said parties or in case 
no agreement as to the amount of such purchase money and as to such 
terms and conditions can be come to within one month after the delivery 
of such notice then at cr for snch sum of money and upon such terms and 
conditions as shall be ascertained and determined by arbitration in the 
manner provided by “The Lands Clauses Consolidation Act 1845” for 
settling by arbitration questions of disputed compensation but in the event 
of the arbitrators not agrecing an umpire shall be appointed by the Board 
of Trade upon the application of either party And in the event of such 
notice as aforesaid being given the company shall not supply gas from any 
works to be erected under the powers of this Act until they have completed 
such purchase Provided that no claim shall be made against the company 
in respect of compulsory purchase and the arbitrator shall not take into 
account vo) Revere to or improvements in the works made since the 
first day of March one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine or any pro- 
spective increase in the valne of the concern but shall take into account 
the condition of the works on the said first day of March one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-nine. 

The case of the Maryport Gas Company has, on several 
occasions, been alluded to in our columns, and we now con- 
gratulate the company on the result of their application to 
Parliament for statutory powers, which enables them to escape 
from the false position in which they were placed, by having 
permitted the Town and Harbour Trustees to obtain power in 
the last session to erect new gas-works without being com- 
pelled to purchase the company’s undertaking. ‘There was 
something very peculiar in the circumstances under which 
the company now applied for parliamentary powers. Nego- 
tiations for the purchase of their works by the trustees had 
been going on for about two years, neither party being inclined 
to state the terms on which they would buy or sell; but 
the question was brought to an issue when, in the November 
of 1867, the trustees gave notice of their intention to apply to 
Parliament for authority to erect gas-works on land of their 
own, which they were prevented from doing by a proviso 
introduced in an Act passed in 1866, which prevented the 
manufacture or storing of gas on any land save that which 
might be acquired from the Maryport Gas Company. To 
avoid a parliamentary contest, the directors of the company 
proposed to sell their undertaking to the trustees at the rate 
of £16 per share, on which £14 had been paid. The trustees 
declined to purchase on those terms, but offered £10 per share, 
and it was afterwards agreed that the value of the works 
should be fixed by arbitration, and upon that understanding 
the company made no further opposition to the Bill promoted 
by the trustees. In the arrangements for the arbitration Mr. 
Barlow was named as arbitrator on the part of the company, 
and the trustees as their arbitrator appointed Mr. George 
Flintoff, whom Mr. Barlow declined to meet in conference ; 
and, as it was intimated that other engineers of position would 
also decline to meet Mr. Flintoff, the company appointed a 
solicitor as their arbitrator. To that appointment the trustees 
objected, and the proposed arbitration was not proceeded with 
—such a result having, it was suspected, been anticipated, if 
not designed. Owing to the delays thus occasioned, the time 
passed by for giving notice to petition against the Bill pro- 
moted by the trustees, which was therefore passed without 
opposition from the gas company. The new works were soon 
afterwards commenced under the direction of Mr. Flintoff, and 
have been proceeded with so vigorously that they are now 
nearly completed, at a cost of £8000. In the Bill promoted 
this year by the gas company they not only apply for statutory 
powers, and for an addition of £6000 to their capital, but also 
for a repeal of that portion of the Act passed last session which 
gave the trustees power to erect new gas-works. When the 
Bill came before the committee of the House of Commons, of 
which Mr. R. N.Philips was chairman, the first witness called in 
its support was Mr. Tyson, who acted as solicitor for the trustees 
in 1866, when their Act was passed, and who explained the 
course of the negotiations, which he represented in an un- 
favourable light to the trustees, for whom he has since ceased 
to act. The other witnesses deposed to the generally efficient 
state of the gas company’s works, to the good quality of the 
gas, and its reasonable price. Mr. O’Malley addressed the 
committee for nearly six hours in opposition to the Bill, a 
considerable part of his speech being directed against Mr. 
Barlow and Mr. Tyson, the latter being charged with having 
caused the introduction into the Act passed in 1868 of the pro- 
viso restricting the trustees from erecting gas-works practically 
without the consent of the gas company, The principal wit- 
ness in opposition to the Bill was Mr. George Flintoff, who 
boasted of the excellence of the new works, which he had laid 
out ‘on a plan totally different from anything that had been 
** done before,” and not content with praising himself and 




















his plans, he proceeded, in a very excited manner, to abuse 
the gas company and their works, and the witnesses who had 
spoken otherwise. The company he charged with stubborn- 
ness, their works he said were of no value, and the evidence 
of the witnesses who said the works were in a good condition 
was worth nothing. Mr. Hughes was called to support Mr. 
Flintoff and his plans, and we regret that he should have been 
drawn into such a position, and exposed to a cross-examina- 
tion damaging to his reputation as a practical gas engineer. 
The chairman of the committee expressed a wish that the 
parties might come to some arrangement, but the opponents 


of the Bill would consent to nothing. The chairman then): 


announced the decision of the committee to be that they 
found so much of the preamble of the Bill to be proved as 
related to granting the gas company parliamentary powers, 
and that with respect to the repeal of the section of the Mary- 
port District and Harbour Act of 1868 objected to, the com- 
mittee would not sanction provisions entirely to repeal it, but 
would require provisions to be inserted in the Bill to restrain 
the trustees from making gas upon the lands referred to for 
other purposes than for lighting the lighthouses, the harbour 
lamps, and the town and district lamps, until they have pur- 
chased the undertaking of the company, either by agreement 
or at a price to be fixed by arbitration; that a clause be intro- 
duced to empower the trustees to purchase; that if; within 
three months of the proposal to purchase, no agreement has 
been made, or the arbitrators have not been appointed, or if 
the arbitrators fail, within one month of their appointment, to 
make their award, the Board of Trade shall, on the requisition 
of either party, appoint an arbitrator. 
of that decision the opponents of the Bill withdrew from the 
committee-room. The several clauses of the Bill were after- 
wards arranged in accordance with the amendments named by 
the chairman. Unless the opposition be renewed in the House 
of Lords, the gas company will get their Act, and be relieved 


from the obligation to supply the public lights at unremunera- 


tive prices, retaining all their supply to private consumers, 
while the trustees will be left with their new works, on which 
the sum of £8000 has been expended, for the supply of 200 
public lamps; the value of the undertaking of the existing 
company, which must be ultimately purchased, having in the 
meantime been enhanced by their acquirement of statutory 
powers. 

The Dukinfield and Denton Local Boards of Health Bill has 
been rejected. The object of the Bill was to authorize the 
Local Boards of two adjoining townships jointly to purchase 
the undertaking of the Dukinfield Gas Company for the sum 
of £51,000, as agreed among them. It was a kind of Siamese 
twins arrangement between the two Boards, whose separation 
was to be effected within a given time, and involved several 
complications. The Bill was opposed by the Hyde Gas Com- 
pany and by the Stalybridge Gas Company, in contiguous 
townships, on the ground that the proposed arrangement for 
the transfer of the undertaking of the Dukinfield Gas Com- 
pany would be injurious to them, and contrary to an under- 
standing with the former company. The proceedings before 
the committee occupied two days, and at the close of the case 
the committee unanimously decided that the preamble of the 
Bill had not been proved. The two opposing gas companies 
then applied for their costs, alleging that they had been 
brought before the committee vexatiously and unreasonably ; 
but the committee refused their applications. A serious ques- 
tion may arise whether the Local Boards have power to charge 
the expenses of promoting the Bill on the rates. 

The Metropolitan Board of Works, at their meeting on the 
19th inst., elected Mr. Keates from among twelve candidates 
for the office of gas examiner, and we may congratulate the 
Board on having made so judicious a selection. The names 
of the candidates, in alphabetical order, were Messrs. Ander- 
son, Ansell, Cook, Fewtrell, Keates, Redwood, Dr. Versmann, 
and Mr. Ward. The number was reduced by the first show 
of hands to six, the names of Mr. Cook and of Mr. Fewtrell 
having been thus withdrawn. In the subsequent shows of 
hands the names of Mr. Anderson, Mr. Ansell, Mr. Redwood, 
and Mr. Ward were successively withdrawn, until Dr. Vers- 
mann and Mr. Keates were left for selection, and at the last 
show of hands the numbers were—for Mr. Keates, 25; for 
Dr. Versmann, 11. The former was then duly elected, and 
returned thanks. Mr. Keates is consulting chemist to the 
City of London Gas Company, and a very able communication 
from him on photometry, in our last number, shows his inti- 
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mate knowledge of that important part of his duties as a gas 
examiner. We hope that the Board will ere long give him a 
salary commensurate with his abilities, and with the important 
service he is required to render. ; 

At the same meeting of the Metropolitan Board they gave 
another instance of their good judgment, by the dissolution of 
the Gas Committee, and the transference of their duties to the 
Parliamentary Committee. The reason assigned for dissolving 
the committee was that there was no business connected with 
the supply of gas before them, with the exception of the sub- 
ways. It is satisfactory to find that the Board have no inten- 
tion to meddle further with the supply of gas at present. 

The arbitrators and the umpire on the question of the pur- 
chase of the Dundee (Old) Gas Company’s undertaking having 
sat in London for five days (at an estimated cost of upwards 
of two guineas per minute), have adjourned until the 25th of 
May. The evidence on behalf of the claimants is concluded. 
Their witnesses estimated the value of the undertaking as 
equivalent to annuities varying in amount from £14,008 to 
£14,875. Only one witness has yet been called by the commis- 
sioners, whose valuation was £3745; so that the arbitrators 








and umpire will have to deal with widely differing valuations. 

Another gratifying instance of the voluntary reduction of 
the price of gas, consequent on the prosperous condition of 
the affairs of the company, has taken place at Bristol, closely 
following the example of Bath. At the half-yearly meeting 
of the Bristol United Gaslight Company, on the 18th inst., 
the chairman stated that they were in a condition, after paying 
the usual dividend of 10 per cent. per annum, to reduce the 
price of gas from 3s. 6d. to 3s. 3d. per 1000 feet, the reduc- 
tion to commence from the Ist of January last. The income 
from all sources during the half year had been £49,540, in- 
cluding £4293 for lighting the public lamps. 


Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monpay, Marcu 15, 1869. 

Petitions were deposited against the BARNSTAPLE Gas (No. 2) Bill, from 
owners, &c., of property affected by the Bill, aud inhabitants of Barnstaple; 
—against the OSWALDTHWISTLE Loca Boarp Bill, from persons signing; 
—and against the Truro WaTER Bill, from Tryphena Wynne Pendarves, 








Tuespay, Marca 16. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported that in the case of the BARN- 
STAPLE Gas (No. 2) Bill the Standing Orders not complied with ought not 
to be dispensed with. 

The Brrpcenp (GLAMORGANSHIRE) GAs AND WATER Bill, and the 
Irxuey Gas Bill, were read a third time, passed, and sent to the Commons. 

Petitions were presented against the TRuRo WATER Bill, from H. Trethewy 
and another;—and against the WALTHAM ABBEY AND CHESHUNT Gas Bill, 
from the Cheshunt Local Board of Health, and the inhabitants of Cheshunt 
in vestry assembled. 





Tuurspay, Marcu 18. 

The HarroGate WATER Bill was reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the Sonat Yarmovutu Water bill, from 
owners of property in the district affected by the Bill; Muckfleet Improve- 
ment Commissioners and directors; and acting guardians of the Incorporated 
Hundreds of East and West Flegg. 


. Fripay, Marcu 19. 
The Bisuor's Storrrorp WATER; the Great YARMOUTH WATER; and 
the Truro WarTEr Bills, were committed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
’ Monpay, Marcu 15, 1869. 

Petitions were deposited against the EpinsurcH AND District WATER 
Bill, from owners, &c., and others, of Edinburgh; the Caledonian Railway 
Company; Messrs. Menzies, Bernard, and Co.; Tweed Fisheries Commis- 
sioners; owners, &c., of property in Edinburgh, &c. ; and the Edinburgh Water 
Company;—against the KeigHtey Water Bill, from the Corporation of 
Bradford; Messrs. Townend; William Ferrand; and the Aire and Calder 
Navigation Company. 








Wepyespay, Marcu 17. 
The EprxsurcH anv Disrricr WATER Bill was read a second time, and 
committed. 
A petition was deposited against the OswaLpTHwistLE LocaL Boarp 
Bill, from the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway Company. 





Tuurspay, Marcn 18. 
The Wesr Mippiesex Warer Bill, and the West Ham Gas Bill, were 
reported. 





Monpay, Marcu 22. 
The BripGenp (GLAMORGANSHIRE) GAs AND WATER Bill, and the Ilkley 
= — = read a first time. 
A Petition was deposited against the OswaLpruwistLE Locat Boa: 
Bill, from the Accrington Gas and Water-Works Company. ™ 





Tuespay, Marcu 23. 
The Duxinrretp AND Denton LocaL Boarps or HEALTH Bill was 
re wees —— not proved. 
© DRYMBo WarTER Bill, and the LamMBetH WATER Bill, were reported. 
The West Mippiesex Water Bill, as amended, was considered. ” 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 


(Before Lord MoxtTEaGux, Chairman ; Lord Foxrorp, Lord CoLcueEster, 
and Lord WROTTESLEY.) 


BRIDGEND GAS AND WATER BILL. 
Taurspay, Marcu 11. 


Mr. Denison, Q.C., and Mr. Micnart appeared for the promoters; 
Mr. Rrcnarps, Q.C., for Mr. Cox, the owner of the gas-works, and Mr. 
Rowunp, for Mrs. Nicholl, against the bill. 

Mr. Denison said: This isa bill to obtain powers for establishing gas 
and water works at Bridgend, a place of not very great fame, but one, in 
its opinion, no doubt of great importance. The population is something 
like 4000, and it is in the county of Glamorgan, in the mineral district of 
Wales. L[ must now tell your lordships from whence it is proposed to get 
the water. Some persons suggest that it should come from the mineral 
district on the ee of the town, but we say that that would not do, for 
various reasons which I will explain. We know that water from the coal 
strata is seldom good, and that most likely it would be bad and hard. We 
have a report stating that the mineral district is not the proper one from 
whence to get our water; besides, the mineral proprietors are exceedingly 
jeaious of their rights, and do not like to part with a drop of it—they 
require it themselves for the purpose of working their pane mecs f and there- 
fore on those grounds, as also on the ground of impracticability, we have 
come to the conclusion that a scheme to be carried out in accordance with 
such suggestions would not do. Your lordships can imagine what sort of a 
population it is—probably it is an increasing one—but Bridgend it not an 
incorporated town, and there is only a local board, which was established 
in 1850, after a report had been made oy one of Her Majest 8 inspectors, 
who was sent down by the Board of Health of those days. In that report 
there are a number of passages which I think it will be unnec for me 
to read in full; but in order that I may point.out to your lordships the 
great necessity there is for a better supply of water, I may say that hitherto 
it has consisted only of what could be obtained from a few pumps and such 
like. I need not, therefore, at this time of day point out to your lordships 
the desirability of every town having a proper and adequate supply of 
water, both for domestic use as well as for manufacturing and sanitary pur- 
poses, the flushing of sewers, and other matters, There isa river called the 
Ogmore running through the town, but it is defiled to a great extent b 
refuse water from the iron-works and the sewage of the place; and I thin 
your lordships will say that that is not a proper place to take our water from. 
Having given you some idea of the necessity which exists for a better 
supply of water, I will now call the attention of your lordships to the 
manner in which the town is supplied with gas. There is in Bridgend a 
certain Mr. Cox and his wife, who are supplying gas at this moment from 
works erected on leasehold quadk-al on which there is certainly not 
more than 30 years of the lease to run, at least according to the best of our 
knowledge. One principal ingredient in this case which your lordships will 
have to consider is the capacity which those works afford for storing gas in 
time of need. It is thought in the town that the quality of the gas is not 
nearly so good as it ought to ge, and that the price might be lower; still 
I cannot say that the price is immoderately high. I believe it is 5s. per 
1000 feet. We all know that in some places it is a good deal more than 
that, and I say that I cannot think 5s. is an exorbitant price. Iam 
almost afraid to talk about the quality; the gas is probably not so good 
as if it was supplied by a company under parliamentary obligations. 
Mr. Cox is a petitioner against the bill, the principal point in his petition 
being that we are going to establish a competition against him. But, my 
lords, we are not going to establish against him a competition by means of 
a publie company to compete against him by means of public rates, which 
I think is a very unfair thing, and Parliament has not as yet allowed it to 
be done; but what we propose to do is this: with our own money, to be 
raised by shares, we propose to set up competing gas-works against those 
now worked by Mr. Cox, which we say are not in a condition to supply the 
town preety with gas. Moreover, Mr. Cox has no Act of Parliament giving 
him the slightest power to break up the streets in order to lay down or 
extend his pipes, as a company properly incorporated would have. Besides, 
Mr. Cox, if he chose, might stop his works to-morrow ; in fact, he can do 
anything he likes with regard to supplying the town with gas, which I may 
say is never allowed in respect either to gas or water works at the present 
time. Last year I was counsel for a gentleman who was supplying the town 
of Windsor with gas, and he thought that the time was come when he could 
not go on without having parliamentary powers. He came to your lord- 
ships to ask to be placed under parliamentary control, and I remember 
making the remark that he was asking to be put under more stringent con- 
trol than your lordships would have thought of doing. His case was a 
different one to that of Mr. Cox. The Windsor gentleman had a conces- 
sion from the corporation, which would have stopped them from having 
tried to prevent him from breaking up the streets. 

The CuarrMAN: Who opposed him ? 

Mr. Denison: Nobody opposed him, but the corporation of Windsor 
sought for powers to buy his works by some kind of compulsion. That 
was the reason of their coming here. The gentleman at Windsor asked 
to be placed under parliamentary control, but Mr. Cox does not, and he 
and his advisers know very well that it would not do for them to say so, 
In some part of his petition, I think, he agrees,to come to Parliament at 
some future time, and put himself under proper control. Although Mr. 
Cox alleges this in his petition, it does not bind him or anybody else. And 
what is to be said about his lessor? It happens that we know something 
about this, because when Lady Dunraven heard that we had been nego- 
tiating with Mr, Cox, and trying to settle the matter, her ladyship, or her 
agent, sent in a clause stating in substance that we could not buy Mr. Cox’s 
works without her consent; so that if Mr. Cox should get a provision in- 
serted in the bill binding us to buy his property next year, we should 
have somebody coming forward to prevent us from erecting additional 
works, or of continuing them after the expiration of the lease. What is 
the use, then, of Mr. Cox promising to bring in a bill next year, when 
he knows very well that his promise does not bind him to do so? We do not 
wish to appear hostile to Mr. Cox; we have all along tried to settle with 
him; and if Mr. Cox and Lady Dunraven will lay down reasonable terms 
for our purchasing the works, we shall be willing to meet them, and we 
would buy them up in the ordinary manner, by arbitration under the Lands 
Clauses Act. But Mr. Cox means that we should buy up his works, payin 
him an advanced price of 25 per cent. upon their value. This might be al 
very well in respect to a railway, but when gas-works are bought in that 
way it means that the price is to be augmented by whatever an arbitrator 
may say or a jury assent to. We decline to have a millstone such as that 
hung round our necks, and which for a long time would hang round the 
people of Bridgend in the shape of an increased price for the article is 

to 





we might have to supply. I think that I have said enough with regard 
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our willingness to deal with Mr. Cox, and we still say that if any fair 
arrangement can be made, in which the lessor can favourably intervene, 
ips may be saved much further trouble. 

Mr. Ricwarps': You have been offered a clause. 

Mr. Denison : Don’t talk about clauses; if you wish to settle, settle out 
of this room at once. If not, of course we must go on. They inserted a 
clause in their petition to the effect that if, within six months after the 
passing of the Act, they required the company to purchase their under- 

ing, it should be compulsory upon them to do so upon terms to be agreed 
on or in the manner prescribed by the Gas-Works Clauses Act. And there 
was a proviso, ‘‘ that the company shall be required to purchase or take any 
lands, or any interest therein, which may have been acquired, or agreed to 
be acquired, by the said vendors for the purpose of the aforesaid works, and 
any extensions, additions, or improvements which may be made to the said 
works up to, but not subsequently to, the date of such notice.” This clause, 
I think, your lordships agree with me in thinking is not the basis upon 
which we could, with justice to the people of Bridgend, take upon us the 
supply of gas. We must, of course, seek to settle our differences on other 
bases. Mr. Cox says, “The site proposed by the company for the erection 
of gas-works is altogether unsuited to the purpose, being frequently flooded 
to a considerable depth by the overflow of the river, the soil of which con- 
sists of various re materials which have been thrown there, and by 
which alone it has been partially reclaimed from the river, and the extra 
expense of erecting works on it must, therefore, be an extra charge upon 
the gas.” Well, my lords, that is an engineering question. We do not 
think that Mr. Cox’s site is at all a convenient one; indeed, there are 
several objections against it. The position, moreover, is a very limited 
one, and we do not see any means of enlarging it, or of making such works 
there as we say ong to be erected for the supply of the town. Mr. Cox, 
since the deposit of this bill, has agreed for a bit more land in his immediate 
eaighbemnbeoh, and this is one of the questions in dispute between us. We 
shall show ig bo witnesses that, although he has got that piece of land, 
we do not believe that it, together with the site of the present works, 
will be sufficient: to make what we should call works complete for 
the town of Bridgend. The probability is, that if we bought the works 
we might utilize them to some extent; but after all it would be 
necessary for us to get a site of our own. A provision in the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act would prevent us from taking this extra piece of land, inasmuch 
as it has not been scheduled ; and even if we wished to acquire it, we should 
have to give the proper notices, and much delay would consequently be 
caused. I will now revert to the question of the water, and ask your lord- 
ships to consider the scheme more in detail. Reservoirs will be made at 





ping one at the north, called ‘‘ The 
Ogmore, and the other at the south, known as the Fynon Schwyll or 
Ogmore spring, ogra which I believe there is a petition. The nature of 
the works are such that water can be supplied by gravitation, the supply 
coming from the hills; but there is a maxim amongst engineers that, unless 
there are exceptional circumstances, gravitation from hills is a more expen- 
sive plan than having water from pumping-stations and small reservoirs. 
The reason for this is obvious. If water is collected by gravitation it neces- 
sitates the construction of large reservoirs,*and if we have such weather as 
prevailed apy ny last summer, I am told it would be necessary to have 
as many as 180 days supply, so that large reservoirs would have to be con- 
structed, and they are always dangerous to those who live below them. 
Besides, in this district the land is remarkably porous, and in the lime 
measures it would be almost impossible to make a large reservoir with safety, 
or one which would be water-tight at the bottom. Having decided not to 
supply the town by gravitation, the next thing we had to do was to find 
some place in the neighbourhood where we could pump good water. ‘The 
report of Mr. Clarke, the gentleman who was sent down by the Board of 
Health, stated that good water was to be found lower down the valley, and 
suggested that water should be taken from the river Ogmore itself; but 
7 are more particular now-a-days than they were fifty years ago, 
and consequently we did not propose to pump out of the river, polluted as 
it was by the sewage and the refuse water from the iron-works above. I 
the town, the more impure me the water in the river. 
vided for us without expense, and practically we shall get more water than 
we require. Your lordships will remember that at Windsor the water is 

umped from a field near the Thames. The conservators of the river, I 

lieve, raised an objection, and said that we should take all their water in- 


it from the Ogmore, but there will be a natural filter 
river, to which there can be no objection. We shall, under all the circum- 


the hills. 
pumping-stations, and there is no doubt that such a system is enormously 
cheaper than the other plan. The scheme was objected to by four members, 
I think, of the local board, and they succeeded, in a small meeting, in get- 
ting up a potion against the bill, but I believe they do not now appear, 
Against the supply from Fynon Schwyll, Mrs. Nicholl, a lady who owns 
considerable property, is a petitioner, on the gape that the water taken 
from there would deprive her of valuable rights, and be injurious to the 
mills above. Of course we do not propose to injure the rights of any indi- 
vidual without paying for them, and Mrs. Nicholl will get compensation to 
the last farthing of their value. The quantity of land as well as water 
which we propose to e is an engineering question, and other objections 
which she raises mean money in other words. Mrs. Nicholl also states that 
the price proposed to be charged is excessive. Well, with that she has 
nothing to do; itis a matter with which the local board themselves have 
to deal. I think I need not trouble your lordships further in respect to this 
bill, but will proceed to call witnesses on its behalf. 
Mr. George Thomas Smith, examined by Mr. MICHAEL. 
I have lived in Bridgend for 27 years, and am the manager of the National 


of the town. The gas supply during the last 18 years has been very in- 
different indeed, and the inhabitants have had frequently to complain both 
as to quality and quantity. I believe there were no meters in use before 
1851. Since that time Mr. Cox has consented to use them, and no difficulty 
bas arisen respecting it, as faras I am aware. He does not supply meters 
by hire ; so that the consumers of gas are obliged to purchase them. If a 

ublic meeting has been held in the town, there has not been sufficient gas 

or the ordinary consumers, and they have been obliged to use candles. 
The price from 1851 to 1859 was 8s. per 1000 feet; subsequently it was 
reduced to 6s., and then to 5s., at which price it stands at the present time. 








pump from a field near the river, so that there will be a natural filter pro- | 
; suffer in consequence of having no water, and 


directly ; but the answer to that was, that the promoters had a right to | 
pump wherever they had the ground. As far as quantity goes, we shall get | 
the side of the | 


the spots marked Newcastle, Brackeld, and Bryntry, and there will be two | 
stati reen,’’ near to the river | 


am correct in saying that the more the local board improved the sewerage of | 
We intend to | 


stances, get our supply at less expense than we could gather water from 
The greater _ of the county of Stafford is now supplied by ; 


Provincial Bank. I have always taken considerable interest in the welfare | 


The quality of the gas has not been satisfactory. We have had a great deal | 
{ of trouble with our fittings, which have been choked up by impurities. 





Meetings have been held, and the general Seling of the inhabitants is that 
a better supply in all respects is much needed. produce a circular issued 
by Mr. Cox, 10 years ago, as an answer to the complaints at that time. 

either is the supply of water sufficient for the use of the inhabitants—in 
fact, there is no supply of any consequence. The Local Board of Health 
have expended considerable sums of money in the construction of drains, 
but they have no water to fl 
ficient for the purpose, and the drains fi 
was a movement, during the last summer, for improving the water suppl 6 
A suggestion was made in a local newspaper that it would be advisable for 


persons who were interested in the subject to say so through the editor, and | 


to inform him what amount they were willing to subscribe towards meeting 
the expenses of an engineer, whom we wished to consult in the matter. 
The Board of Health took no steps whatever, and did not subscribe any- 
thing. The present scheme is got up a principal inhabitants, and it 
originated, I believe, in the office o . Randell, the principal agent for 
the Countess of Dunraven, who is favourable to it. Three.months after the 
parliamentary notices were given a resolution was proposed at a public 
meeting, asking the Board of Health to oppose the scheme, but I believe it 
was lost by 35 to 18, and then, I believe, some other resolution was passed 
by the board. I am prepared, as an inhabitant, to take shares in the under- 
taking, believing that it will be for the benefit of the town. 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps: I am one of the promoters of the 
bill. We think the scheme will be a good one for the town, and prove to be 
a paying concern. The complaints respecting the have been very 
general during the last 18 years. I have frequently made complaints 
myself to Mr. Cox. I cannot speak as to the illuminating power; I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with the manufacture of gas to enable me to do so. 
It must be very low indeed. There is no test-meter. I make no com- 
plaint as to Mr. Cox not supplying meters. I have paid for mine, as I would 
for my kitchen clock. Nor do I complain so much of the price of gas. In 
the bill 6s. was inserted as the maximum, as we did not know what might 
occur in future. é 

Mr. Denison: But it is altered to 5s. now. 

Witness : We have altered it to the same price as that charged by Mr. 
Cox recently. There was not much response to the —— thrown out 
that a voluntary fund should be raised. Two out of the nine members of 
the local board are promoters of the gas bill. 
10 years ago, for the formation of a company, but it eame to nothing. We 
have frequently to burn candles on a Saturday night. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rounp: The subscription after the letter in the 
newspaper was very little in amount—not more than £12. Individuals are 
personally liable for the money, which will be expended in the preliminary 
expenses of the scheme. A promissory note, joint and separate, has been 
signed, becoming due, I think, in July next. ere is no other security, 
that I know of. The notice is signed by six of the promoters, though not 
by myself. I think they are in a position to pay any sum that may be re- 
quired. I am not aware that the engineer is not to shee for the scheme if 
it is not approved of. Lady Dunraven has done a good deal for the place, 
having had reservoirs constructed and fountains made in the town. 

Re-examined by Mr. Denison: We propose to start a commercial com- 
pany and to pay a dividend. I have compared the quality of our gas with 
that in other towns, and I find that it is very low in Tisuinsting power. I 
do not think it is much worse than what I have seen in London. 


candles during the last few years, more or less. 
Mr. Philip Price, examined by Mr. MicHaet. 


For many years I was in business at Bridgend, and have been an active 


member of the Local Board of Health, and the chairman for some time. 
ps with Mr. Smith as to the gas supply. 
adequate and unfair. It certainly is not equal to the gas in other towns— 
Swansea, for instance—in illuminating power. 
demand, it cannot be met properly at present. The inhabitants generally 
are dissatisfied with it. I am also acquainted with the water supply. Fre- 
uent discussions respecting it have taken place at the meetings of the 
oard of Health, but the subject always appeared to be surrounded with 
difficulty. The supply is wholly insufficient to meet the wants of the town, 
portions of which are entirely unsupplied at the present time. There are 
many small tenements which ought to be supplied. The poorer classes 
, mn cannot be eradicated. 
Two fountains have been erected by Lady Dunraven, but they are not suf- 
ficient—they merely supply just the centre of the town. Their supply, too, 
is feeble, and not to be depended upon. I have ascertained the wishes of 
the inhabitants with respect to this bill. They were misled at first by the 
vexatious opposition of individuals, some of whom are connected with the 
Board of Health; but I think they have now pretty well discovered that we 
are their friends, and the other parties their enemies. I am a promoter, and 
ready to support the scheme by taking shares. I took it up asa public 
question. £ have always taken the deepest interest in the welfare of the 
town. 

Mr. Ricuarps: As a philanthropic and a commercial speculation as well > 

Witness: Well, I think the inhabitants know my feeling and general 
conduct too well to doubt the object I have in view. I certainly hope it may 
be a paying concern. I remember a clause being sent to Mr. Cox, in answer 
to one which he had proposed. Mr. Cox’s answer was to the effect that the 
bill would have his strenuous opposition, aud therefore it would be waste of 
time to discuss the clause further; it did not meet his views, and conse- 
quently he had given instructions to his agents to prepare a petition. 

Mr. Ricuarps: The clause states that, as the town is only partially sup- 
plied with gas by Mr. Cox, the consent of Mr. Cox should be given to the 
company purchasing his works upon such terms as shall be mutually agreed 
upon. In default of their agreeing, then the value was to be determined b. 
an arbitrator, but the company stipulated that they should not be require 


to purchase any land or works which Mr. Cox might have bought or put up || 


subsequently to the Ist of January, 1869. 

Witness : If we were to purchase the works of Mr. Cox, we could not 
commence before 1870; so that, if Mr. Cox failed to supply the town in the 
meantime, great inconvenience would be felt. Isuppose Mr. Cox hopes to 
realize something that will be beneficial to himself if he sells his works. I 
have no doubt that the promoters will do their duty, and take care of their 
own interests. We are willing to deal with Mr. Cox in the most generous 
spirit, and if he will meet us fairly we will reciprocate it. A professional 
man certainly has said that our proposition was an unfair one, but we think 
itisa proper one, believing there is something in the background. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Not at all. 

Witness: There is a general feeling in the town as to the badness of the 
supply. I have frequently spoken to Mr. Cox in a friendly way abont it. 

ross-examined by Mr. Rounp: The water supply has been a very diffi- 
cult question altegethen—i6 has embarrassed us very greatly. We adopt the 
present scheme, believing it to be the best as to the source of supply. We 


ush them except the rainfall, which is not suf- | 
uently become choked. There 




























There was a project started, | | 


I have | | 
not heard that London gas has been found fault with. We have had to burn | | 


I think the quantity is very in-| | 


If there is any extrordinary | | 
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have no doubt about getting an inexhaustible su from the ore 
stream. We think that water from the sandstone is thy ws 


stone. 

Re-examined by Mr. Denison: The scheme is identical, as far as it can 
be, with that w' i ears ago. It is important to 
consumers of gas that th be able to meters instead of buying 
| them. Many people decline to consume gas because of the cost of the 
| meters. I believe that Mr. Randell refuses to treat with Mr. Cox as to the 
|land which he’ hus proposed to take for the extension of his works. We 
| think that if he that before this bill is passed he would ask for prospec- 
tive profits for it, and the ce would be that we should have to 
pay so much more than we otherwise would do. We are quite willing to go 
| into the question as an independent company, and gave him the benefit of 





| th ks as they already exist. 
| Mr. Duwzeon  Tehhe refuses to meet us we must ask your lordship to give 
| ts 8 competing tall 


r. oe te examined by Mr. MicHAEL. 

| I am the landlord of the yndham Arms Hotel, and probably one of the 

largest consumers of gas in Bridgend, paying from £50 to £60 a year. The 
' supply is not sufficient for my hotel. e are often left in darkness. The 
quy is very bad indeed. r fittings are continually being clogged up, 
and we can scarcely get any light. Iam obliged to have candles when I 
| want to read a n » j have complained to Mr. Cox on several occa- 
‘sions. He cheek te works two or three years ago. I am a member of 

the Local Board of Health. There is no water supply in the town, except 

from Lady Dunraven’s fountains. I cannot say that disease has _——_ 
' owing to there being no water, but there has been fever and such like. Our 

sewers are in a bad condition. Last summer we had no water, except what 
| was carried by horse and cart. I am one of the promoters, and am prepared 
| to support the scheme if Parliament passes the bill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Richarps: Mr. Cox has supplied gas for a great 
| many years, and so has benefited the town. 
Mr. William Dore, examined by Mr. MicHAEL. 
I am a gas engineer, and have had considerable experience during the last 

15 years. I have not examined the works at Bridgend as they were locked 

up, but they are so situated that I could very well see what they were from 

the outside. I have not been able to make any experiments with a photo- 

meter, but I should think the illuminating power is about 10 sperm candles. 

The gas did not give light adequate for ordinary use. The quantity did not 

by any means appear to be sufficient, the lights generally being very in- 

different. I did not look at the fittings. I thought the town was very 
| badly lighted indeed, owing to the small quantity of light emitted from the 

street-lamps. I think it requisite that a clause should be inserted regulating 
the quantity and quality supplied. j 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuanps : If Mr. Cox should come with a bill to 
| put himself under parliamentary control, that might, as far as the Gas Clauses 
' Act was concerned, be an advantage; but we want to rectify all the present 
| faults. Besides, the works are not sufficient in size. I was not kept out of 
the works by Mr. Cox, but the premises were locked up. I went there as 
the enemy’s engineer to examine the works on behalf of the promoters of the 
bill. I am aware that under the Act of 1860, 12 sperm candles is the 
London minimum of illuminating power. 

J. W. Grover, Esq., examined by Mr. Denison. 

I am a civil engineer, of 9, Victoria Chambers, Westminster. I have been 
engaged in the construction of. water-works at Kensington and other rene 
and I have acted for several bodies along the valley of the Thames. I have 
|examined the district about Bridgend. I went there last year with Mr. 
Fiddler, by whom and myself the proposed works have been designed. It is 
a difficult town to'supply. At first I thought the country to the north would 
give the best supply, and that works at Bryntry might be available, but 
there were several objections to that scheme, the proprietors of the Tondu 
Iron- Works did not approve of it, as being likely to depreciate the value 
of their pro , and, consequently, we sought other p! in the neigh- 
of their property, and j ht other places in the neigh 

urhood. 





The CommitreEe: Would you take water from the coal measures ? 

Witness : There might be water there, but the which is small, 
might be injured by the opening of works in connexion with our reservoirs. 
We next found springs about half a mile off the coal measures, where there 
were abundant supplies of water for any future — ; but ultimately 
they were abandoned, and we agreed then to take the water from the source 

proposed. We came to the conclusion that the source named on the deposited 
plan was the proper one. The probability is that we shall get abundant 
water from the well at the Green, near to the Ogmore River, but in 
addition to that we P to take some of our supply from the Ogmore 
ring, about two miles Rom the town. We gauged that spring, and found 
at it gave 3220 feet per minute, but all that we propose to take from that 
is 11 feet, so that the Property of Mrs. Nicholl, a lady who petitions against 
the bill, cannot be materially injured in that respect. The water is ex- 
ceedingly palatable, and has in it a good deal of carbonic acid, which is a 
great advantage. It is pleasant water to drink, and good for washing. The 
gmore stream runs out from a cleft in the limestone rock. e have 
reasons for thinking that the wel! ill prove a good source of supply, because 
there is one already sunk in the vicinity for the use of the railway works, 
and that gives an over abundance of good water. 

By the Commrrree: We do not propose to erect both 
the same time. We have some idea of constructing ba 
if we succeed with the bill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rounp: Mr. Fiddler is joint engineer for the 
works. We propose to have three days supply in our reservoir. I presume 
that the water from the well at the Green, bounded by the Ogmore River, 
would be the same in quality as that which is now obtained from the well at 
the railway station. ere is good water at Fynon Schwyll. Sea water, 
coming up with the high tides, might get mixed with our supply, but we 
should soon get rid of it by simply opening a sluice. This would happen 
but very rarely, not more than twice or thrice in a ear, or it might take 
ee at every spring tide. My information as to the tides was gathered 

om the inhabitants. We propose to give the population 25 gallons per 
head, or 100,000 gallons per vk which we think would be sufficient. e 
water from Lady Dunraven’s fountains would be good if it did not contain 
organic matter, or matter collected from a large area, That supply is partly 
from springs and partly from the watershed. We shall be able to supply 
pr Aaa asylum if required. That is not included in the population 
0 t 

The CHAIRMAN said that Lord Redesdale had sent a letter to the com- 
mittee containing some questions which he thought ought to have been in 
counsel’s brief. 

Mr. Denison was surprised that Lord Redesdale should have done so. 

The Carrman’: We think so too. 

T. Claxton Fiddler, Esq., examined by Mr. MicHaEt. 
Tam a civil’ engineer, of 3, Victoria Chambers. I carefully gauged the 
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on the 16th ‘of February, and found the quantity 
flowing off to be 32°66 cubic feet, or about 20,000 gallons, ‘per minute. 
During the neap tides the sea water does not affect the stream. Two extra- 
es tides each year t affect it. Sometimes ordinary spring 
tides rise two feet above the level of the on. It might not occur 
more than twice in a month, and’ then for only an hour or two at a time. 
There will be no difficulty in getting rid of the brackish water. It is ve 

likely that we shall find water in the Green well which will be plentifu 

soft, and good. I did not examine the'coal measures, they were too far te 
the north. Millstone grit intervenes between the town and the coal mea- 
sures. It isa very porous stone. The area of the watershed is very large. 
We did not think it desirable to construct an impounding reservoir on the 


millstone grit. 
Mr. C. Jones, examined by Mr. MrcHakEt. 

I received a sample bottle of water from Dr. Hassall, for the purpose of 
its being analyzed. (Mr. Fiddler said that it was water taken from the 
Ogmore spring.] I found it a good water, both for culinary and domestic 
purposes, pleasant to drink and sparkling to the ove though the sparkling | 


appearance is no criterion of water. Some of the most im waters 
are most sparkling. The — of solid matter was 20-60 s. There 
was only a small portion o 


=— matter. It is decidedly better than the 
water of the Thames. The'word “organic” is a vague term; there are several 
kinds of organic matter. There was no deleterious organic matter in the 
—_ analyzed, It had 14° of hardness, which were diminished to 3° by 

jiling. 

4 the Commitrge: The average degree of hardness in the water supplied 
by the London companies is about 16. 

Witness : I have reported most favourably of this Bridgend water. I con- 
sider it very soft, and from its hardness being diminished to 3° by boiling, 


very favourable for the pu’ . 
Mr. Thornton bps, examined by Mr. MicHazt. 


I am the manager of the Swansea Gas-Works. I have inspected the 
works at Bridgend. The — of the gas at the works I was obliged to 
judge of by observation. I should say it is equal to 11 or 11} candles. I 

ow the coal from which it is made, ‘and I tested it at Swansea. It is'a 
coal unfit for gas, unless a certain quantity of cannel is mixed with it. I 
examined the gas in the town, and found it all equally bad. I tested it with 
the usual acetate of lead test-paper, which I produce. Pure re should leave 
no black trace as this has done. It-was deleterious, and likely to tarnish 
articles of silver and such like. The works did not appear to be large enough 
for the wants of the town. They were not such works as I should like to 
have the management of. The retorts were in a good condition, but more 
of them were required, as also larger gasholder room. The purifiers o 
to have been better taken care of. The works, with additional retort- 
houses, might be made to answer the requirements of the town; butif 
proper pressure was introduced, it would be otherwise. The public lamps 
were not consuming more than 4 feet hour. 

The Commirree: That is a matter between the local board and the gas 
proprietor. 

itness: About 5 feet is the'general rule ; some companies, if they are 
generous, may give 5}. The town altogether was badly lighted, especially 
the two roads from the railway station. The retort buildings were dilapi- 
dated, and looked as if they had been added to by degrees, and not in a 
proper manner. 
ross-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: A judicious man might add to his 
buildings from time to time, so as to meet the growing requirements of a 
town. There were only 47 public lamps in the place. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Mr. Cox has nothing to do with that. The question is 
whether he has sufficient manufacturing power to supply the wants of 


——. 
ttness ; The works require enlargement. Whoever has to light the}' 
town during the ensuing winter must have increased accommodation, or 
work his retorts at a higher rate. The minimum light, applicable to London 
by the Act of 1860, is 12 candles. 

Mr. Ricuarps: In Scotland they sometimes give 30. It depends on the 














coal. 

Witness : If you wish to give better light, cannel, of course, must be 
used. Svotch cannel can be delivered in our country at from 36s. to 38s., 
and Wigan at about 26s. per ton. We use Vivian’s coal at Swansea, with 
about 10 per cent. of Scotch cannel. When the acetate of lead paper turns 
black the purifiers ought to be changed. I found Mr. Cox most obliging, 
and he gave me mega regs for inspecting his works. 

The CommitTee: What is the storeage power of the gasholders > 

Witness : The storeage of the old gasholder, which was run up two years 
ago, 20 feet diameter by 10, is 3000 feet; the new gasholder, 30 feet by 10, 
is 7000; so that the total storeage is 10,600 feet. The total maximum con- 
sumption per day is 25,000 feet. The usual proportion of storeage to con- 
sumption is about two-thirds, We cannot act more economically than that. 
About 6 millions, I should think, would be the proper consumption for 
Bridgend, giving about 30,000 feet for the heaviest day. 

Mr. Ricuarps : It is higher in London. 

Mr. Denison: , Mr. Richards, you cannot be a witness here, 
although you may be chairman of the Imperial. 

This was the case for the promoters. 

Mr. Riczarps then addressed the committee on behalf of Mr. Cox, 
observing that it would be necessary for him, in the first place, to state the 
circumstances under which that gentleman became possessed of the works. 
They were erected on leasehold land, and were the property, many years ago 
of Mr. Ferrady. Mr. Cox acted as manager, and married the daughter o 
Mr. Ferrady, and on the decease of that — they were settled on 
Mrs. Cox for life; consequently Mr. Oox had only a life interest, as it were, 
in them. He came before their lordships in a position which he (Mr. 
Richards) thought entitled him to something like kindly consideration at 
their hands. He was not complaining of the tone adopted by Mr. Denison, | 
as to its being harsh or unfair, but he certainly thought that Mr. Cox was | 
entitled to be treated as a gentleman who had done some good to the town | 
of Bridgend. For no less than 35 years he had supplied the town with gas, 
and he dared say that he had not done it for mere profit. Then it was said ‘| 
that frequent complaints had been made to Mr. Cox, as to the quality of his 
gas, the pressure, and so on; but who were they who had said so? All of 
them were promoters of the bill. He-would not say they had come there to 
state that which was not true, but, at the same time, they were all hostile to 
Mr. Cox in that respect. During that long period they had allowed Mr. Cox 
to continue the supply, when perhaps his concern as a commercial speculation 
was not so good as it might be; but, no sooner was there a chance of its 
being successful, than they pounced upon him, and threatened to start a 
competing company. Against such a threat as that Mr. Cox, asa single 
individual, felt himself to be almost powerless. His learned friend had 
said that Mr. Cox was not placed under statutory obligations, and that he 
had no power to open the ground for the purpose of laying down his mains; 
































































but they must not forget that he had been permitted to do so, for years past, 
by those in authority, simply because he was conferring a benefit on the 
town. Surely, then, he was entitled to fair consideration. In order to 
meet the views of the promoters, Mr. Cox had offered them terms. He 
asked them to purchase his works, the business, and such other things 
attached to it as a going concern. He asked them to consider well before 
they attempted to crush him. It would be hopeless for him to compete 
with them if their lordships passed the bill. He had submitted a clause, 
and was still prepared to make some slight modification in it, but their 
answer was that they would not take it, and therefore there was no other 
alternative but to invite their lordships opinion upon it. They had pro- 

a remarkable proviso to the effect that Mr. Cox was not to be paid for 
any land that he might acquire, or any enlargement of the works which he 
might make after the Ist of January last. It was proved that the works 
required enlargement, and that the gasholder room was insufficient; there- 
fore, if Mr. Cox did his duty during the present year, he must get more 
land on which to erect a gasholder and to enlarge his works, otherwise what 
would be the condition of the people in Bridgend. Supposing the pro- 
moters got their bill, they would not be in a position to light the town this 
winter ; it was possible they might, but the odds were against them. They 
said to him, then, that although it was necessary he should enlarge his 
works and get more land, so as to continue and improve the supply during 
1869, yet they. would not my! him for what improvements he might make 
after the Ist of January. It had been said that he was anxious to acquire 
more land, so that he might lay claim for prospective profits; but all this 
was mere supposition. He could not help thinking that their lordships 
would support Mr. Cox in what he did, so long as it was reasonable and 
fair, Surely they ought to purchase his current business, and to recom- 
pense him in a proper manner. Undoubtedly Mr. Cox would be able to get 
an extension of his lease, and, whatever the term might be, the value of it 
would be a matter for the arbitrator to consider. If they declined to take 
the concern at its proper value, Mr. Cox was still prepared to supply gas, 
and next year he would come and ask their lordships to place him under 
parliamentary control. Their lordships would feel, he was sure, that any- 
thing like competition in a place containing between 3000 and 4000 inha- 
bitants would be utterly ruinous to both parties—certainly to Mr. Cox; 
therefore he thought they would set their faces against competition, and say 
that the fairest way of dealing with the matter was to buy up the works. 
Again, to interfere between Mr. Cox and his lessor would be a very unfair 
thing for them to do, and aga A after they had got their bill, the 
did not proceed with their works. He knew an instance of this sort. He 
could not ascertain from his friend, Mr. Michael, what they were doing at 
Neath, but he knew that certain parties there obtained a competing bill, and 
he did not think they had done anything since. 

Mr. Micwar.: Oh, yes. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Still Mr, Cox was liable to be treated as other lessees of 
works had been, if the promoters did not proceed. His whole income de- 
pended on his works; it was a matter of life or death, as it were, to him; he 
was entirely at the mercy of the promoters, therefore he hoped their lord- 
ships would direct, if they sanctioned the bill, that the valuation of the 
works should be paid over to him before they were transferred. Mr. Cox 
was quite willing, as he had said, to come next year to be placed under par- 
liamentary restrictions; still he could not help thinking—believing it to be 
more consonant with their lordships views, and, on the whole, would better 
suit all parties—that the works should be bought up and paid for as a going 
concern before the promoters commenced to supply gas to the public. In 
conclusion, he respectfully asked for merciful saiiieeulion at their lord- 
ships hands. 

Mr. Samuel Cox, examined by Mr. Ricwarps. 

I am the petitioner against the bill. I have supplied Bridgend with gas 
for 35 years. I managed the works before my marriage, and since then I 
have had the control of them. During the last 10 years I certainly have 
had complaints of the race genes of pressure, but on those complaints 
being traced to their sources, they have proved, in nine cases out of ten, to 
be the result of oxidation of the iron pipes, and they have been remedied 
without delay. Mr. Cragoe and Mr. Price may have spoken to me about 
the gas, and I have always done my best to remedy the complaints. I 
never knew a gas sumbeny who had not complaints against them. The 
works, I am convinced, will require enlargement during the present winter, 
in gas storeage particularly. 1 have been in treaty with my landlady about 
the lease of some land adjoining, on which to erect a larger gasholder. I 
never thought of running up a bill against the promoters, by compelling 
them to give me prospective profits on that land. When I found that the 
bill was being promoted I suggested a clause, and received another in answer 
to it, in which they proposed that I should not be paid, under any circum- 
stances, for any land that I might acquire or any additional works I might 
construct after the lst of January, 1809. In consequence of the decrease in 
the price to 5s. per 1000 feet, I anticipate a very large increase in the con- 
sumption, and consequently, if I am to perform my duty properly to the 
town, I must purchase or lease that land, so as to make the necessary pre- 
parations for the ensuing winter. If the committee should allow the bill, 
and the promoters are to purchase my works, I respectfully ask that the 
money shall be paid before they begin to supply. My income, in a great 
measure, is mainly dependent on these works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: I am a solicitor, as well as a gas pro- 
prietor. I could not guarantee that Lady Dunraven would extend my lease 
after my term has expired. I have nothing positive to show that I shall get 
the land required for the works. My object is to get-a new lease for a longer 
term, so that the works may be properly extended. Under parliamentary 
control I would give an illuminating power equal to 14 candles, and am 
prepared to use some cannel coal. I think Mr. Andrews told me that the 
price of cannel would be about 50s. per ton delivered at Bridgend. Still, I 
should be prepared to give Piped gas at a maximum price of 5s., but 
with no discount to large consumers. I did not supply meters at a rent, 
because I found they were continually out of repair; water-meters required 
constant reparation. Now Iam prepared to let the public have meters at 
the usual rates. Our mains are 5, 4, 8, and 2inch, and I shall increase 
them when I enlarge my works. I intend to substitute larger ones, and lay 
down others in addition. I contemplate enlarging the whole area of my 
buildings, to erect a new retort-house, and to convert the present one into a 
purifying-house. I intend also to have a new gasholder, to hold 40,000 
cubic feet. The present holder will contain 10,000 feet. The whole works, 
in fact, require modification and enlargement, so as to make them suitable 
for the requirements of the town. 

Mr. Denison : You seem to be contemplating something extensive. There 
are such things as scrubbers, I believe ? 





Witness: Yes; but Ido not adopt them, as they deteriorate the quality 
jof the gas. The object of chemical scrubbers is to take out the ammonia. 
| With respect to the purifiers, I must say that I was astonished to hear the 
‘evidence of Mr. Andrews, as also his remarks about the discoloration of the 
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test-paper. I tested the gas frequently by the same means, and I always 
found that the paper was but just soiled. The works require a good deal of 
reconstruction. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rrcuarps: I applied for the land before I heard 
that the bill was being promoted. The promoters kept their intention very 
quiet, for fear, I expect, that I should promote a bill, and they would not 
succeed in ousting me. Mr. Randell told me there would be no difficulty 
about my having additional land. After the bill was promoted, I found that 
his tone had altered. I think the scheme is a hole and corner one, and has 
not fairly been set before the public. 

The Commitree: We understand that you have made a pro’ 
up Mr. Cox’s business as it stood on the Ist of January. 
drawn from that ? 

Mr. Denison: Yes; Mr. Cox rejected it. 

The Committee: Is there no possibility of your coming to terms? Mr. 
Cox does not appear to have made any enlargements since the Ist of January. 

Mr. Ricuarps: The only difficulty is, that somebody or other must go on 
supplying the town. Probably these gentlemen will come with their cash 
in hand, and then matters po arranged. : ‘ 

The Commirrze : It seems a hard case to put Mr. Cox’s business aside ; 
on the other hand, we are not disposed to refuse the bill. We think you 
might come to terms consistent with each other. 

m..” DeENIson could not advise his clients to accept the offer proposed by 

r. Cox. 

The Commrrree: If you settle now, great expense will be saved. You 
will have to go to the House of Lords, and fight in a concern which has 
but £11,000 capital. 

Mr. Ricuanps : It is only fair and reasonable that an arbitrator should 
take the value of the works as a going concern at the time it was handed 
over, and then it could be seen whether the additions had been properly or 
improperly made. 

Mr. Denison: Mr. Cox has disclosed that which was totally new to me. 
He says that his works want reconstruction. Now, suppose that .we go into 
arbitration, it will be our duty to show that the works are worth nothing. 
Mr. Cox has 30 years lease of a concern that requires reconstruction entirely, 
and is worth little or nothing. segs 

The Commitree: We are afraid there is no chance of your settling it. 

Mr. Ricuarps: I should say that nothing could be more incorrect than 
the an wy which Mr. Denison has given of the property. The works 
have supplied the town very well up to the present time, and with a little 
alteration they might be made available for years. 

The Commitrze: We have thrown out a suggestion, but it appears to be | 
of no use. The water case had better go on. ’ | 

Mr. Rounp then addressed the committee on behalf of Mrs. Nicholl, the | 
owner of a considerable estate at the Ogmore spring. The promoters, he | 
said, proposed to take their water from two sources—the Green, where a} 
quantity ow. sufficient would be found, and from the spring at Ogmore, 
or Fynon Schwyll. The bill had come before their lordships so soon after 
its second reading that he was not in a position to obtain scientific evidenee, 
but he believed, on general grounds, he should be able to show that the 
scheme proposed would be detrimental to his client’s property. Mrs. 
Nicholl not withheld her consent to the scheme from any desire to pre- 
vent a benefit accruing to the inhabitants of Bridgend; indeed, she would 
be glad to see a better supply, but she did not see the necessity of their in- | 
pant = with her property at Fynon Schwyll, when from the Green they | 
could get all that was required. Mrs. Nicholl felt indisposed to part with , 
her property unless she was satisfied that the scheme had the confidence of 
the townspeople. If she was to give up the water, she must be satisfied that 
it was conducive to the public good, and that there was no other source 
from which a supply could be obtained. The learned counsel contended 
that the scheme was not a well-considered one, and had not the approval 
of the people of Bridgend, not one of whom, he said, with the exception of 
the promoters, had come forward in support of it. Besides, the necessity 
for a supply was not so pressing as had been represented, because Lady 
Dunraven’s fountains already furnished water to the town. He asked their 
lordships, if they sanctioned the bill, to strike out of it all that related 
to Fynon Schwyll, and then, on the part of Mrs, Nicholl, he should be 
satisfied. 

Mr. Denison, in reply, said that his learned friend, Mr. Round, had 
forgotten to state what his real grievances were. A speech more silent in 
regard to grievances he had never heard of. To say that Bridgend did not 
require water was to talk nonsense. From the spring at Fynon Schwyll 
they only proposed to take 11 feet from the 3200 flowing over, and surely 
that could not be very detrimental to the petitioner’s property. It was for 
their lordships to judge, from the evidence of the witnesses, whether a better 
supply to the town was not wanted. As to the gas, they had offered terms 
to Mr. Cox, which he had refused to aocept, and consequently they were 
obliged to deal with him as they would with an ordinary shopkeeper who 
might be selling gas in the — ay en themselves to open a rival 
shop against him. They did not seek to do him any harm, but at the same 
time they wished to benefit the inhabitants of the town. Supposing he had 
accepted the offer of the promoters, and the works were to be purchased as they 
en on the lst of January, and they had gone to an arbitrator to settle the 
terms, that gentleman would not have known what Mr. Cox had now told 
them. He would probably have had no idea that Mr. Cox contemplated the 
entire reconstruction of the works, or would have been able to ascertain that 
the property was scarcely worth a The only possible way of settling 
the matter would be, now that suc jy facts had been stated by Mr. 
Cox, for him to meet the promoters, and let the works be purchased by them 
on such terms as an arbitrator might decide, considering what improvements 
were required, and that Mr. Cox should be precluded from demanding _— 
thing for compulsory purchase whatever ; but, in short, it should be exactly 
on the same footing as if the company had been competing against him for 
some time. They would not wish the arbitrator to assume that the works 
required entire reconstruction, still they would point out to him that they 
required a great deal of remodelling, and they would suggest that a matter 
such as that should be aay A gone into before the value was set down. He 
would, therefore, ask their lordships to pass the preamble of the bill, unless 
Mr. Cox came to terms such as those. It was idle of Mr. Cox to talk of 
bringing in a bill next year, when they knew it might fall through for 
many reasons, and what security would the town then have of being better 
supplied in future? In conclusion, Mr.‘Denison asked their lordships to 
pass the bill, with such intimation as they might think proper with regard 
to terms, 
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The CHAIRMAN inquired if the had upon terms, . 
Mr. Denison: Not — my lord; there are one or’ two points open, 
which I think you will be able to set us right =. A Bs 
Mr. RicHarbs said that a clause had been drawn up which might mee, 
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the object of both parties. It was to the effect that, as the town was sup- 
plied with gas by Mr. Cox, the owner or reputed owner of the works, and 
the vendor under the lease ted by Lady Dunraven, it should be lawful 
for him, within three months after the passing of the Act, by notice in 
writing, to require the company to purchase his interest in the works and 
land, together with the goodwill of the business, on such terms and condi- 
tions as should be agreed upon. In case that no agreement should be come to 
within a certain period, then the sum to be paid should be determined by 
arbitration under the Lands Clauses Act, and that until such terms were 
settled the company should not supply gas. There was a proviso, however, 
on the other side, which stipulated that ro claim should be made on the 
company on account of compulsory arbitration, or the arbitrator should not 
take into account any works which might have been made since the Ist of 
March, 1869, so that it would be seen that all prospective increase in the 
value of the works had been omitted; but that the arbitrator should take 
into consideration the condition of the works and apparatus, as the same 
were necessary to meet the wants of the town. 

Mr. Denison said that, if Mr. Cox was a company, he would, of course, 
be subject to ordinary competition. He would have to take the chances of 
trade, as an ordinary shopkeeper would. They knew, however, that in- 
dividuals generally received from Parliament more consideration than com- 
panies, and he was sure that his clients had no wish to do Mr. Cox any 
damage. Still, on the other hand, they had no notion of his improving his 
property after their parliamentary notices had been given, and then asking 
for prospective profits upon those improvements. The idea was to leave Mr. 
Cox with the same income as he would have had, had he continued the works 
until the termination of his lease. Of course, their lordships would not be 
inclined to give him any prospective value, but would merely sanction their 
taking the works as they stood up to a certain date. He certainly was sur- 
oper to hear the evidence of Mr. Cox on the day previously; but possibly 

e might say then that he only intended to make an enlargement with a 
view to the future supply and future increase ; but their lordships had heard 
from his own mouth the real condition of things, and he could not imagine 
what his learned friend could say in explanation. Mr. Cox had told them 
that the works required reconstruction—a great deal of reconstruction, in 
fact—in order that he “~y be able to meet the present wants of the town, 
without reference to the future. It would be absurd to say that the arbi- 
trator was to be precluded from giving due consideration to those things. 
Of course, Mr. Cox would take care not to let the company or their agents 
enter his works, and would do all that he could to prevent the arbitration 
from ascertaining what their real condition was. 

Mr. Ricwarps said that, if the company would give his client an equi- 
valent to his income to the end of his lease, he would be satisfied. 

Mr. Denison : Subject, of course, to the ordinary fluctuations of trade. 


Mr. RicHArps said that it was only fair and reasonable that the arbi- 
trator should take into consideration any reconstruction of the works, if it 
was requisite for the future supply of the town. Mr. Cox was willing that 
they should take the works exactly as they stood on the Ist of March, and 
not consider the future in “7 way at all. The arbitrator might say that, 
looking to the future, it would be necessary to pull down retort-houses or 
gasholders, and the result might be that the works, which had previously 
done sufficiently well for the town, would require such reconstruction as 
would leave them absolutely worthless. Mr. Cox’s evidence had been given 
as to the future. It was true he had said that more land was required, but 
he had told them that he could do without it. Why not, therefore, draw 
the line to the Ist of March, excluding any prospective advantages which, in 
the way of trade, might be liable to accrue to Mr. Cox? and, on the other 
hand, they should exclude all consideration as to alterations in the works. 
In fact, the arbitrator should consider the works as they stood on the Ist of 
March last. 

Mr. Denison was glad to find they were getting near to a settlement. 

The Commitrze: Do you apprehend that you will have to throw Mr. Cox’s 
works entirely out of use ? 

Mr. Denison : No doubt we shall. They will require so much alteration 
that I think it will be to the advantage of the town to make new works, and 
simply to buy Mr. Cox out altogether. 

Some further discussion ensued, and the clause was amended to the effect 
that the arbitrator should not take into account any prospective profits, but 


/|should take into account the condition of the works as they stood on the 


Ist of March. 
; Fae CommitrEE: We think that Mr. Cox has got out of it very well 
indeed. 

Mr. DENIson: Much better than if he had been a company. 

The CommitrEE: Well, we would rather have strained a point in favour 
of Mr. Cox. 

The bill, as amended, then passed the committee. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

(Before Mr. Ropert NEEDHAM Puruips, Chairman; Sir Joun Ducx- 
worTH (Referee), Hon. T. De Grey, Mr. Nicuoison, and Mr. 
ASSHETON.) 

MARYPORT TOWN AND HARBOUR GAS BILLS. 
Tugspay, Marcu 16. 


Mr. Denison, Q.C., and Mr. Mica. appeared for the promoters; and 
Mr. O’Matizy, Q.C., Mr. MunDELL, Q.C., and Mr. Laveen, in support of 
a petition from the Maryport Trustees. 

This was a bill for dissolving and reincorporating the proprietors of the 
Maryport Gaslight Company, Limited, and for other purposes. The com- 
pany was established in 1834, for lighting the town and harbour with gas, 
with a capital of £2400, divided into 240 shares of £10 each. In 1864 it 
was constituted under Articles of Association, with a capital of £14,000, in 
700 shares of £20 each. It was registered under the Companies Act, 
and the whole of the property was transferred, the consideration for such 
transfer being the issue to the shareholders of the Maryport Gaslight Com- 
pany of 650 shares in the new company of the nominal value of £20, of 
which £14 was to be considered as paid up. Latterly it was thought to be 
expedient that the provisions of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, should 
be made applicable to the undertaking, and for that purpose the present bill 
was promoted, in order that the existing company night be dissolved and 
the proprietors reincorporated. It was also deemed expedient that sec- 
tion 78 of the Maryport District and Harbour Act, 1868, giving power 
to the sep ey to purchase certain lands for the erection of gas-works 
themselves should be repealed, and provision made for the payment, by the 
trustees acting in execution of that Act, of the costs and expenses of the 
existing er yt of applying for and obtaining the said repeal. The com- 
pany also asked for an additional capital of £6000, and for their limits to be 
extended and defined, and they proposed a maximum charge of 5s. per 1000 





feet for gas consumed within the township of Netherhall, and not exceeding 


’ lands occupied by the company unless they agreed to purchase their works ; 





6s. within the limits of the Act, the illuminating power being 14-candle gas. 
The Town and Harbour Trustees, in their petition against the bill, alleged 
that the proposed dividend of the company of 8 per cent. was at least 
1 per cent. higher than the dividend now allowed by Parliament to com- 
panies raising fresh capital; that the limits proposed were unreasonable, 
being an area of from 1 to 10 square miles, and would lead to unprofitable 
extensions ; that a nuisance woul be created - f the company manufacturin 
their residual products, especially on on one of the pieces of land schedul 
in the bill; that the price proposed for gas was much higher than that 
charged in towns of like proportion; and that no time was named in the 
bill for the commencement of the Act; and they therefore protested against 
what they considered to be an ‘‘ unprecedented attempt at legislation in de- 
fiance of an express determination of Parliament less than twelve months 
since, and for which attempt there was not the slightest foundation or justi- 
fication.”? The petitioners also alleged that they had the exclusive right of 
lighting the harbour and district with gas under various Acts; that the lord 
of the manor was owner of the soil of the public streets; and that it was. 
lawful for them, from time to time, to contract with any person or body 
politie for lighting the harbour and town; and, in case they deemed it ex- 
—s to establish works of their own, having powers to take two acres of 
and for that purpose, but that they preferred lighting the town by con- 
tract, and had accordingly entered into a series of agreements withthe | 
company from 1834 to the present time. In their application to Parliament } 
in 1866 for power to remodel the gas clauses in their Act, in accordance 
with modern legislation, a proviso was inserted in clause 101, as follows :— 
** Provided always, that the trustees shall not manufacture or store gas upon 
any lands save those which they may acquire from the Maryport Gas Com- 
pany, Limited, as hereinafter provided, and now appropriated to the manu- 
facture of gas;’’ that they did not know until after the Act that it contained 
such a proviso, that by it they were restricted to the erection of works on 


that they were unable to come to terms with the company, and were driven, 
in 1868, to promote an amended bill of their own for power to erect gas- 
works on lands then scheduled, and that such powers were given them by 
Parliament accordingly. beg | subsequently made an offer to the company 
to purchase their works at the rate of £10 per share, or £6710; but the 
company, who had asked £16 per share, eventually lowered their price to 
£11, and all negotiations were broken off, works of their own were com- 
menced, and were now so nearly completed that in a few weeks they would 
be in a position to supply the town and district with gas of improved 
uality at from 4s. 2d. to 3s, 4d. per 1000 feet. The trustees also prayed 
that the bill of the company, which the inhabitants regarded as an unjust 
and unnecessary proceeding, should be rejected, and the company mulcted 
in the costs of their opposition to ‘such an uncalled-for invasion of their 
statutory powers.”’ 
Mr. Denison, in opening the case for the promoters, said that this was 
a bill relating to the |supply of gas to the town of Maryport by a one 
called the Maryport Town and Harbour Gas Company. It was not a bill, 
in the ordinary sense, for establishing gas-works, but it was to deal with | 
the existing condition of things as regarded the present company, as also 
with some trustees who had undertaken, by an Act obtained last year, to} 
supply the town with gas. He would inform the committee, at starting, | 
that the facts connected with the present bill were of an unusual character, | 
and therefore, on that account, he should go into the circumstances rather | 
more in detail than ordinarily he would have done in ——e the merits | 
of a gas bill. He would begin at a date rather early. In the year 1833 an | 
Act was passed for establishing a body of trustees for regulating the har- | 
bour, for lighting with gas, and for otherwise improving the township of || 
Maryport. It would not be necessary for him to go into much of the history | 
of this Act, but merely to call the attention of the committee to two clauses 
only, which empowered the trustees to supply gas; they were authorized 
either to establish gas-works and acquire certain portions of land, or, in the 
alternative, to contract with any other persons for such supply. Very soon 
after the Act was passed, a ie ager Fen was formed for the purpose 
of supplying gas to the people of Maryport, and they had continued that 
supply, in fact, to the present time, both to the public lamp and to private 
consumers, without any complaints being made by the public against them, 
either as to price or purity, and consequently none of those matters would 
occupy the attention of the committee. There appeared, however, to have 
been an impression in Maryport in early days—the same as there used to be 
in many towns in England, until it was swept away by committees—that 
the public lamps ought to be supplied at a lower 9p per 1000 feet than 
the charge which was made to private consumers. e could remember the 
time when committees in Parliament began to take an opposite view, and 
to think it was unfair that private consumers should be taxed —2 in 
order that the public lamps of a town might be supplied at a lower rate. That | 
doctrine had been laid down in London, Birmingham, and other towns, and | 
committees generally now took care that public lamps should not be sup-| 
lied at a lower price than what was charged to private consumers, At 
Genes, it seemed, the trustees and the company had not agreed upon | 
this point, the trustees, who represented the public, contending for a supply | 
of gas at a lower price; but it would be for the committee to determine | 
that point when they considered the clauses in the bill. The company, he | 
bem state, at one time was under no parliamentary obligation as to! 
dividends, and so forth, and they were in a position to charge what they | 
chose for their gas. Since 1850 the price had not exceeded 4s. 2d. per 1000 | 
feet, and he was sure that the committee, considering the size of the town, | 
would hold that to be a very low price indeed. It might be said that as 
Maryport was in a coal district gas ought to be cheaper there than at other | 
places ; but he remembered hearing an eminent gentleman give evidence, in 
1860, to the effect that the price of coal affected the price of gas but very 
little indeed. He said that when the price of coal was low, the returns from 
coke and other things were low in proportion—that, in fact, where coal was 
bought at a low price it generally was of so inferior a quality that they 
obtained but little for their residual products. That idea, he believed, was | 
substantially correct. In Maryport, however, they did not find the coal of 
the district to be suitable for gas purposes, and it had to be obtained else- 
where. He had said that the company were under no obligation as to divi- 
dends. The committee probably were aware that if they had been placed | 
under the Gas- Works Clauses Act,. they might have paid dividends up to 
10 per cent., but when companies which had been in existence for many 
years came to Parliament for powers to raise further capital, then Parliament | | 























said that the sum obtained should only bear a dividend of 7} per cent. | 

The CHAIRMAN: Seven per cent. last year. 

Mr. Denison remembered that on one ion he in getting | 
a bill through Parliament in which 7} was allowed. ‘The company, how- 
ever, had never put into their pockets more than 6 per cent., and they had, 
as necessity required, enlarged and improved their works with the profits 
they had made. In 1834 they started with a capital of £2400, but in 1837, | 
1848, 1856, 1858, and 1862 they enlarged their concern by issuing new) 
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||Shares, the proceeds of which were put into the works; so that, in all respects, 
||he thought the company had acted with unusual liberality to the public. 
|| In 1864 the company was reconstituted under the Joint-Stock Act of 1862, 
|| which of course gave them a different sort of existence altogether, and their 
|, capital was put at the nominal sum of £14,000. Previous to 1864 there 


|had been expended about £10,000 upon the works, but he could not exactly 
say what had been spent since then, although he believed it was something 
like £900. The gross profits of the concern, it would appear, during the 
year 1867-68 were £860. The gas-rental was about £2000, so that by deduct- 
ing the working expenses and other matters, the profits were left as he had 
| stated; and those profits, he thought, might with safety be taken to apply 
to the present time. In 1864, when the company was reconstituted, they 
made an offer to the trustees of the town and harbour, who had still their 
old power, by the Act of 1833, to construct gas-works of their own, by which 
they should take the concern at a valuation; but no answer was received, 
and it was only until very recently that any action was taken by the 
trustees in the matter. He was informed that a feeling existed in the town 
against the trustees having anything to do with the responsibility of supply- 
ing gas; but what the reason of that might be it would not be necessary 
for the committee to inquire. In 1866 the trustees came to Parliament for 
an Act to define and extend their powers, and to enable them to improve 
the streets and buildings within their district, and to establish water-works, 
gas-works, and police. That Act was intended to be in substitution of their 
old Act of 1833, because he found that the first thing they proposed to do 
was to repeal it, and that might have been the reason why the word 
‘establish ” in relation to water and gas works was inserted. They might 
have established works of their own by the Act of 1833, but he believed 
there would have been some legal difficulties in the way of doing so with- 
out further powers, and in 1866 they resolved pert cage oA to obtain those 
powers, and for that oo they introduced a series of clauses, in which 
they adapted their bill more to modern circumstances, and so as to meet the 
requirements of the town. By clause 101 they took powers to establish gas- 
works and to manufacture gas, but there was a material proviso that they 
should not manufacture or store gas upon any lands save those which they 
might acquire from the Maryport Gas Company. Clause 118 provided that 
the trustees might, if they thought fit, purchase from the gas company their 
undertaking on such terms as might be agreed upon, so that by those two 
clauses the trustees were enabled to buy up the gas-works, and to enlarge 
and improve them as might: be necessary. The company, he might 
observe, had ample land to enlarge their concern; they had room for 
more retorts, and also for additional gasholders ; therefore it would be no 
exaggeration for him to say that the land in their possession was sufficient 
for all purposes at present. There seemed to be a demand in the adjacent 
district for the supply to be extended, and the trustees entertained the 
opinion that if they took the works it would be necessary to enlarge them, 
and to acquire even more land than the company already 6 hen 
the company was reconstituted, they obtained power to supply what might 
be called an unlimited district—in fact, they could now supply nearly the 
whole of Cumberland if they chose—so that, if the trustees acquired their 
works, they would acquire = te their powers. A great deal, he apprehended, 
would turn upon the clauses in the bill of 1866. The committee would re- 
member that, by clause 101, if the trustees acquired the works, they were 
not to manufacture gas upon any lands except those which were in the pos- 
session of the company. The bill, he believed, had originally in it clauses 
asking for power to acquire other lands; but when it came before Lord 
Redesdale, his lordship pointed out a fatal objection to other lands being 
taken, and said that, although two acres were specified in 1833 as a site 
whereon to erect additional works, that site might not be convenient then, 
and therefore he could not accept the statement which had been made to 
him. The bill was amended, and then presented to the committee in its 
altered form. The trustees at that time, however, contemplated the pur- 
chase of the works, and as soon as they obtained the power they — to 
act upon it. If things had gone on properly no dispute would haye arisen, 
and the gas-works would at the present time have been in the hands of the 
trustees upon a price to be settled by agreement ; they might have been en- 
larged to the extént of the land already in the possession of the company ; 
and, if they had determined to increase them still further, then they cou 
have asked Parliament for other powers. In 1833. the trustees were, as he 
had stated, allowed the alternative of establishing gas-works of their own ; 
and, of course, if they had arrived at such a determination, they would have 
secured a monopoly, and no company would have come into existence. Long 
before 1866 Parliament had come to the conclusion that competing gas- 
works in small towns were, on the whole, objectionable things, and for this 
reason: First of all, competition generally ended in arrangement-or, in 
other words, competition ended in combination—but still not until both 
bodies had wasted large sums of money in laying down duplicate pipes, 
which the people in the town eventually, through inereased prices, to 
pay for. Gas companies and gas bodies, moreover, could be better controlled, 
aud made to do their work much more efficiently, when they were placed 
under the regulations of Parliament than when they were allowed to exist 
in competition, Had Lord Redesdale been pressed for an answer, his lord- 
ship, no doubt, would have said to the trustees, ‘* You cannot suppose that I 
will allow you to run into a wild competition in a town of this size, espe- 
cially as the existing company ean supply all that is required.’ The com- 
mittee would observe that the body who sought to obtain possession of the 
gas-works were trustees, levying rates upon the public; and if they did not 
acquire them, but erected works in competition, it would have been at the 
expense of the borough-rate—a state of things which Parliament had always 
considered to be objectionable. Such a competition had been attempted, but 
had never been allowed. In the only gas bill tried before Parliament this 
year a conclusion exactly opposite had been come to. He meant the case of 
the Bridgend Gas Company, recently heard before a committee of the House 
of Lords. He did not say that competition had never been allowed of late— 
he dare say that it had been where an old company had been charging very 
high rates, and in larger places than- Maryport—but he would repeat the 
statement he had made, and say that there had not been a single instance in 
Parliament in which a large body, like trustees or a corporation, had been 
allowed to enter into competition with an existing body supplying gas. 
Indeed, there was a clause in the Public Health Act which actually forbade 
a public body in a town competing against a corporation. Parliament, in 
1866, resolved, therefore, that there should be no competition between the 
trustees and the old body who had been’ supplying gas to the town since the 
ear 1833. The chairman of the gas company was present when the trustees 
ill of 1866 was before the committee, as also the solicitors, who were ready 
to give evidence if required; and therefore it was obvious that, if the 
trustees had attempted by any sort of dodge or trick to get power to compete 
with the company, their object would have been defeated by the evidence 
which wou.d then have been given. No doubt. if the company had opposed 
the bill, compulsory powers would have been gained, by which the trustees 
would have been compelled to buy up the existing works before they pro- 














ceeded to erect new ones of their own. How did matters turn out after 
then? Very soon after the Act of 1866 was obtained, an agreement was 
substantially drawn up, under which the trustees were to buy the works of 
the company. The company at first attempted to settle the price be agree- 
ment, and they offered the works for £11,000, — that time producing a 
yearly profit of £860, or, as others had said, £756, after the working ‘ex- 
penses had been paid. The receipts for gas were about £2000. The £755 
was the difference between the receipts and the working expenses. If the 
trustees had gone into the works at the price of £11,000, and had worked 
them as the company did, they would have made a clear profit of exactly £1 
per day, or £365 a year. An offer was therefore made to sell the works for 
£11,000, but to this the trustees objected, stating that the works when new 
had only cost £10,000. He had yet to learn when the maxim had been laid 
down that the cost of a concern was to be taken as a measure of its value, 
The cost of the concern was not the slightest ingredient in the case. 
The question was, what was the worth of the works. At all events the 
trustees could have bought them, and realized at once a profit of £360 a 
year, They had been valued by two independent engineers at the sum of 
£12,000 as they stood, but the company were willing, as the trustees did not 
seem to approve of their valuation, to allow Mr. Hawksley either to value 
them himself, or to nominate some other person to do so, and they (the com- 
pany) would take his valuation. It was then proposed by the trustees that 
there should be an arbitration. In this the company acquiesced, but to their 
surprise they found that the trustees had nominated a Mr. Flintoff, who, he 
believed, was an engineer in London, to be their arbitrator. Still, wishing to 
have matters amicably arranged, the company made no objection, but it was 
necessary that they should nominate an arbitrator of their own, so as to have 
@ gas engineer to meet him. Accordingly they nominated Mr. Barlow, a 
a of high position, and a well-known engineer, second only to Mr. 
awksley ; but Mr. Barlow declined to meet Mr. Flintoff on the question. 
It was not his (Mr. Denison’s) business to tell the committee that the com- 
pany had no control over Mr. Barlow, or that if that gentleman chose to say 
that Mr. Flintoff was not a man he would meet, they could not help it. 
Matters, then, had to be taken as they were, and positively the company 
were obliged to adopt as their arbitrator, not a gas engineer, but a solicitor. 
The disadvantage to the company in not having a gas engineer to meet Mr. 
Flintoff was clearly obvious, but rather than have a dispute with the trustees, 
the company, as he had said, nominated a solicitor. No sooner, however, 
had they done that than the trustees to him as being of that pro- 
fession. The committee would, th , see that the company were 
ready to meet them in every possible way, and they even said they would 
allow their own engineer, a tleman employed in their water-works, 
to nominate two arbitrators, Things went on in this way during 1867, 
no arrangement being come to; and in 1868 the trustees gave notice 
of their intention to bring another bill into Parliament, which had, 
amongst other clauses, a clause seeking for powers to acquire new land, for 
the pu’ of erecting gas-works of their own. They asked Parliament to 
undo what it had done in their bill of 1866, when clauses were altered on 
the suggestion of Lord Redesdale; and it was not likely that the company 
would, under such cireumstances, sit still and not oppose them. Accord- |. 
ingly, long before the time had expired for giving notice of their intention 
to petition against the bill, negotiations were opened between the two 
ies, and the gas company expressed their intention of confining them to 
their Act of 1866, in which the proviso to clause 101 still remained good. 
No doubt Parliament would have said they must buy the works of the com- 
pany, instead of establishing competing ones of their own, to be maintained 
upon the rates levied upon the town. A settlement by arbitration was again 
proposed, and considerable time elapsed, when the trustees insisted they had 
no power to do so, and then it was found that the time for the company to 
petition had expired. The trustees obtained their Act, and, in the autumn 
of last year, their new works, he believed, werecommenced. It was obvious 
that, if a corporation, which was allowed to put its hand into the pockets of 
the ratepayers, was to have the means of establishing competing works of 
its own in a town like Maryport, there would be an end to everything like 
fair dealing. The company must either accept what terms were offered 
them, or they must submit to be ruined; and, feeling this to be the case, 
they had resolved to present the bill which he then had the honour to sup- 
port. He must mention, however, that when the trustees bill was before 
the committee last year, a great fight took place with respect to a dock 
scheme, and the leading witness for the bill, Mr. Tyson, the solicitor to the 
trustees, gave evidence to this effect: ‘The trustees, in 1866, were em- 
powered to purchase the gas-works in the town, but it was thought that the 
old works were not large enough ; provision was, therefore, simply taken in 
the bill to increase the works.” it was evident, therefore, that although 
the trustees took power to acquire land some distance off, they thought it 
would not be required. Mr. Denison then, at considerable Saath, explained 
the position of Mr. Tyson in regard to this bill. He said that, some time 
ago, he was solicitor not only to the trustees, but to the gas company, but so 
soon as he found that a difference was likely to arise between the two bodies, 
he very properly wrote to the compauy to say that he could no longer act as 
their solicitor, and they must get another. Mr. Hobson, his ner, who 
was chairman of the gas company at the time, also resigned, And now 
came a circumstance which he (Mr. Denison) supposed had never occurred 
before. So convinced were Messrs. Tyson and Hobson that the conduct of 
the trustees was not what it ought to be in respect to their petition against 
the bill, that they were then acting with the company in the matter. So 
convinced were those gentlemen that their good faith was involved in the 
dispute, that they determined to appear and give evidence in favour of the 
bill. Mr. Tyson felt that the bill of last year was obtained unjustly, upon 
the evidence which he then gave, and he determined to take the earliest 
opportunity of repudiating it. He had said that the trustees had bargained 
to purchase the works, but in nine days after the Royal Assent was given 
they wrote to the company repudiating all previous transactions. They said 
they were beginning to have qualms of conscience as to their powers of 
carrying out their bargain by arbitration, and they thought it necessary to 
consult some solicitors at Whitehaven as to their obligations. Those gentle- 
men, he believed, wrote and said that the arrangement could be carried out 
by voluntary arbitration, and more correspondence—some of it of an angry 
kind—passed between the trustees and the company. The trustees ultimately 
offered, in round numbers, about £6000 for the works, which had been 
valued at just double the amount. The company, of course, thought it would 
be idle and absurd to entertain such terms, and they were rejected. With 
all > haste the trustees commenced to erect works of their own; 
tenders were accepted, and, by a strange coincidence, they employed Mr. 
Flintoff, whom they had decided to have as their arbitrator, to carry them 
out at once. In November a dispute occurred about the price of the public 
lights; no doubt the company did put them out, and then the dispute soon 
ended. Mr. Denison proceeded to comment at le upon other matters 
between the trustees and the company, and the following witnesses were 
then called in support of the bill :— 
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Edward Tyson, Esq., examined by Mr. Mica. 

I am a solicitor residing at Maryport, and for a great number of years 
have acted for the trustees. I received instructions to prepare the bill of 
1866. It was arranged under thirteen different heads, one of them being 

-works and gas supply, and another water-works and water supply. Mr. 
Eoayon was employed as the engineer for constructing the water-works. 
The town and harbour were then under the Act of 1833, which gave pee 
to the trustees to contract with the company to supply gas, or to provide the 

as themselves. There was the alternative given to do either the one or 
the other. They also had the power to obtain two acres of land for that 
purpose. I was long of opinion that it was desirable that the gas-works 
should be in the hands of the trustees—years before the eT 4 was taken in 
hand and provision made to purchase them. Clauses 121, 135, and 138 were 
introduced into the bill for that special object. I never heard, at that time, 
of any adverse gas-works being contemplated. It was suggested that power 
should be taken for acquiring additional lands for works, and Pearson and 
Tickle’s property was included. They are lands adjoining the present 
gas-works ; they intervene between the place used for storing gas and the 
gasholder, Clause 121 stated: ‘It shall be lawful for the trustees to erect, 
ake, maintain, improve, and extend, and from time to time to alter, discon- 
tinue, and renew such gas- works, apparatus, erections, and buildings, with ap- 
proaches thereto, as they shall think proper on the lands which they are by 
this Act authorized to purchase and hold, and to manufacture gas, and to 
lay down, maintain, continue, or alter and discontinue such mains, pipes, 
and other works and apparatus as may be necessary and convenient for sup- 
plying gas within the district ; and they may manufacture, sell, and dispose 
of the coke, and dll products, refuse, or residuum arising, remaining, or 
obtained from the materials used in the manufacture of i and may pro- 
ive and do all such things as they er deem necessary for such purpose.” 

'y the bill, as it now stands, the only lands that are there mentioned 
are the lands belonging to the gascompany. I thought at the time that 
the existing works were sufficient. I do not lena that the words in respect 
to acquiring the lands were po in with the knowledge of the trustees; 


they had a knowledge, certainly, of the contents of the bill. After the bill 
had been deposited, Mr. Newall, my London agent, sent me down the bill 
that had been before Lord Redesdale, with his lordship’s remarks in the 


margin. Clause 127 was as follows :—‘‘ The trustees may erect, make, main- 
tain, improve, extend, and from time to time alter, discontinue, and renew 
such gas-works, apparatus, erections, and buildings, with approaches thereto, 
as they shall think proper, and may manufacture gas, and lay down, 
maintain, continue, or alter such mains, &c., as may be necessary for 
supplying gas, and they may manufacture, sell, &c., coke and all products, 
&c. Provided always, that the trustees shall not manufacture or store gas 
upon any lands save those which they may acquire from the Maryport Gas- 
light Company, Limited, as hereinafter provided, and now appropriated to 
the manufacture of gas; and also save those which the trustees were, before 
the passing of this Act, and by virtue of the provision of the Act hereby 
repealed, authorized to acquire and use for that purpose.” Lord Redesdale’s 
observations upon that were—“ This Act passed in 1833. Land suitable for 
for roeks then may be utterly unfit for the same purposes now. Specif! 
he lands proposed to be taken in a schedule.” I received this on the 17t 
of February, 1866, and sent the draft bill, with the remarks thereon, to Mr. 
Senhouse, the chairman to the Harbour Trustees. The matter then stood 
over until such time as Lord Redesdale could be consulted. An appoint- 
ment, however, could not be made. In committee the clause, with Lord 
Redesdale’s requirements, was struck out by Mr. Newall, and the bill passed. 
It was a provision to take any two acres ; no land was specially mentioned. 
After the bill had been read a third time, Lord Redesdale was secn, a great 
many alterations were made, and it was recommitted pro formd. I con- 
sidered that the proviso in clause 191 of the Act of 1866 would be required 
in order to enable the trustees to haye the same power as the gas company 
had when they purchased the gas company’s works. The trustees did not 
say anything at that time about wanting two acres for competing works, 
The bill was opposed before the House of Lords. About 600 ratepayers 
petitioned against it. The petition contained the following paragraph :— 
‘Your petitioners deny the expediency of establishing gas-works under the 
bill, inasmuch as the town of Maryport is at present well lighted, at a mode- 
Tate cost, by a private company; and, moreover, the present Act contains 
ample provisions for the establishment of gas-works and gas supply.” A 
Tesolution epproving of the course taken was adopted at a meeting of the 
trustees. r. Purvis was the chairman of the gas company at the time. 
He attended to give evidence before the House of Lords. I was the prin- 
cipal witness upon that occasion, and gave evidence to the effect that the 
trustees had power to establish gas-works under the old Act, but had not 
done so; that the town was then lighted by a gas company; that it was 
proposed by our bill to buy up this company, and to take the lighting into 
the hands of the trustees, and to this the company did not object. I also 
stated that the shareholders of the company were non-resident people, and 
that the money, if the works came into the hands of the trustees, would go 
into the coffers of the trust. My evidence was never questioned by the 
trustees. I cannot say whether there was any difficulty between the trus- 
tees and the company until the question of public lighting and the price 
charged for the public lamps came up. I remember Mr. Senhouse sending 
for me in January, 1867, and saying that he and others of the trustees felt 
yery much annoyed at the position in which they were placed, by having 
poyer only given them to manufacture gas upon the gas-works premises. 
wrote to Mr. Senhouse in reply :— 

The trustees are entertaining an erroneous impression with regard to section 101 
of the new Act. After the bill had been first gone through, and after it was found 
that it was necessary to serve the owners, lessees, and occupiers of houses within 
300 yards of the gas-works, if we took power to purchase Messrs. Tickle and Pear- 
son’s foundries, and to manufacture gas therein, the trustees agreed to abandon the 
power, and we instructed Mr. Newall and Mr. Collier accordingly, and they settled 
the bill for deposit, &c. 

T also added :— 

It seems to us strange how all these matters should have been forgotten, but 
really more is made of the gas question than it deserves. The trustees are in no 
Worse position under the new Act than they were under the old. It is true that the 
old Act enabled the trustees, if they saw fit, to provide gas-works, or to contract 
with'a company ; but, having agreed to contract with a company, their power thence- 
fofth to supply gas-works for themselves ceased, and they became dependent upon 
the gas company for the supply of gas. 

In 1867 I received instructions to prepare a bill for 1868. The trustees 
thought it right, as they were going to Parliament for a dock bill, to make 
certain alterations in the bill of 1866, and to take power to promote gas- 
works of theirown. The gas company intimated that they would oppose 
the bill. My partner, Mr. Hobson, was chairman of the company at the 
time. I considered our position had become an anomalous one, and we 
withdrew our connexion with the gas company in consequence. We wrote 
to the trustees to this effect, and stating that the gas company had appointed 
Mr. Hawksley their engineer; that it would be necessary for us to be fur- 








nished with the several points or proportions upon which the application to 
Parliament was to be based, and the witnesses who were to be called; also 
copy of all the correspondence that had passed between the trustees and the 
gas company, as good and cogent reasons would have to be shown to the 
committee for the establishment of competition or rival works. The fitness 
of the tan-yard would have to be established, and a gas engineer employed, 
for we hardly thought that Mr. Hawksley would like to trouble himself with 
the gas question, not having been consulted hitherto, or his advice pre- 
viously taken. My humble abilities were always at the service of the 
trustees. I had no connexion with the gas company. I remember a letter 
being sent by the gas company, offering to sell their works to the trustees. 
The trustees, I think, proposed to buy the works by arbitration; and it was 
suggested that, in consequence, they might or @ A part relatin to the 
gas-works out of the bill. It was said that the old works were crippled, and 
that it would be better to take power to purchase the land in order that they 
might enlarge the works if they thought fit. After the gas company were 
made acquainted with the decision of the trustees, all opposition ceased, and 
I considered the thing was at an end, as far as that was concerned. The sale 
was afterwards confirmed ata meeting of the gas company. A formal agree- 
ment was prepared, and on the 22nd of April the following letter was 
written :— 

Dear Sir,—I am instructed to inform you that Mr. G. Flintoff, of 196, Strand, 
civil engineer, has been appointed the arbitrator on behalf of the trustees, and to 
request you to take all necessary steps for completing the arbitration bond without 
delay, in order that the purchase may be completed by the Ist of July next. 

On the 24th of April, after the draft was forwarded to the gas company, the 
following letter was sent to Mr. Darwin, the manager :— 

Dear Sir,—The trustees have approved of the agreement of reference which we 
herewith send, and have appointed Mr. Flintoff to act as arbitrator. After the draft 
has been approved by the gas company, and their arbitrator appointed, we shall be 
glad to receive the draft for engrossment. 

On the 29th of April, Mr. Dawson wrote in reply :— 

Gentlemen,—I have laid your letter of the 24th inst., and the draft contract which 
accompanied it, before my directors for their consideration, and, whilst approving of 
the terms of the agreement, my directors cannot but express their regret at the 
appointment by the trustees of Mr. Flintoff as their arbitrator. My directors, some 
time ago, retained Mr. Barlow to act on behalf of the company, but on the fact of 
Mr. Flintoff’s appointment being ted to him, he at once declined to meet 
that gentleman in conference, and at the same time expressed an opinion that every 
engineer of any position to whom the company might apply would return to their 
application an answer similar to his own. Under these circumstances, therefore, 
you will not be surprised if my directors do not see their way to a successful issue to 
the proposed arbitration. They, however, desire me to say that they would ex- 
ceedingly regret if the matter, instead of being conducted in an amicable and liberal 
spirit (as a friendly arbitration ought to be), should, in consequence uf the extreme 
views of one man, be allowed to assume the character and pro, ortions of a hostile 
and judicial inquiry, like unto the Gravesend lamp case, which inquiry would seem 
to have been the result of Mr. Flintoff’s engagement by the local authorities. Ina 
recent judicial ee | into the value of :he gas-works at Weymouth, the costs to the 
parties concerned fell very little short of £3500, all of which costs the purchasers 
had to pay. 

The next week the bill was in.committee. On the 29th of April—the same 
day on which we received the letter from the secretary—we wrote to Mr. 
Barwise :— 

We forwarded draft contract to Mr. Darwin, and we now send you copy of our 

letter and of his reply. The appointment of Mr. Flintoff would seem to have em- 
barragsed the case, and how the matter is to be put straight we do not know. Two |\ 
properly qualified engineers, however, should be appointed, who would meet each 
other. It is desirable to avoid all unnecessary expense, and perhaps the trustees 
will think it right to consider their appointment. 
When examined before the committee, I said that an arrangement had been 
made to purchase the gas company ; that the trustees did not think that the 
old works were large enough, and provision was taken by the bill to increase 
the works. On the 20th of May, 1868, a letter was received from the 
trustees, in answer to the one from the gas company, as follows :— 

Dear Sir,—With reference to your letter of April 29, 1868, 1 am instructed to 
inform the gas company that the trustees see no reason for altering their deci- 
sion regarding the appointment of Mr. Flintoff as arbitrator, in the matter of 
valuing the gas-works. 

The gas company then wrote and suggested that, as the two engineers who 
had been appointed would not meet each other, Mr. Lawson, the water- 
works engineer, should appoint two engineers to value the works. The 
trustees declined to do that. On the 17th of June, the gas company pre- 
pared a draft, with the appointment of Mr. Webster, of Whitehaven, as the 
company’s arbitrator. The letter was as follows :— 

Maryport Gaslight Company, June 17, 1868. 

Dear Sir,—I am requested by my directors to return you the agreement of refer- 
ence, approved by them as altered. The alterations are not in themselves material, 
but they are, nevertheless, such as, in the opinion of my directors, ought properly 
to be introduced. My directors have appointed Mr. Webster, of Whitehaven, 
solicitor, the company’s arbitrator, and, in making this appointment, they have 
taken as their precedent the course adopted by the Gravesend Gas Company, under 
precisely similar circumstances to the present. My directors suggest that the 
stock of meters, &c., should be valued by me on behalf of the company, and by some 
local person on behalf of the trustees, and the draft has been altered accordingly.— 
Yours obediently, James M, Darwin, Sec, 


After this I heard no more of the matter. 








Wepnespay, Marcu 17, 


Mr. Zyson recalled, and cross-examined by Mr. O’ MALLEy. 

I am neither acting for nor against the bill. My partner is now the 
chairman of the gas company. I consider that an allegation in the petition 
of the trustees infers that I was guilty of some improper conduct. I entirely 
repudiate it. I always recommended that the trustees should take the gas- 
works, which I considered were sufficient for the town. I wished the 
trustees to have power under the Act of 1866. In May, 1868, we received 
the following letter from the secretary to the gas company :— 

Dear Sirs,—I have laid your letter of the 20th inst. before my directors. TheY 
regret the determination of the trustees to abide®y their appointment of Mr. Flintoff, 
as that gentleman’s nomination effectually puts an end to the further prosecution of 
the proposed arbitration inquiry. The suggestion to refer to arbitration came from 
the trustees, and my directors at once yielded to their wish in that respect; but the 
trustees, instead of being equally conciliatory when the occasion has arisen for their 
being so, appoint a man as their arbitrator, whom no gas engineer of any repute will 
deign to meet. This my directors consider hardly fair towards the company whom 
they represent. My directors, however, have no wish to throw a stumbling-block in 
the way of carrying out an amicable arbitration, and the:efore 1 am re quested to say 
that they are prepared to leave to Mr. Lawson, the trustees own engineer of recog- 
nized professional status, the appointment of arbitrators—one to represent the 
trustees, and the other the gas company ; and to this course it is conceived that no 
reasonabie exception can be taken by the trustees. If the trustees approve this 
suggestion (as no doubt they will), a joint note from the two boards should be for- 
warded to Mr. Lawson, so as to put him in motion without delay, 


I knew at the time that the trustees peremptorily refused to withdraw Mr. 
Flintoff, and that the company had said that as that was the case they saw 
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~ aoe for it. I cannot say when it was that the company retained Mr. 
arlow. 
Mr. O’Matuey: Did you also understand that at that very time the com- 
pany knew that Mr. Flintoff had been proposed by us? 
Witness : I do not know how they appointed. 
Mr. O’Mattey: Do you not know that? 
Witness: The information I received from the trustees was that Mr. 
Flintoff was appointed, but I dare say that the gas company very likely met 
in anticipation, for the purpose of considering who their engineer would be, 
and it appeared Mr. Burlow had been asked whether he would be the arbi- 
trator or not. I should suppose so. 

Mr. O’Matiey: Was it not, in point of fact, to put Mr. Barlow in, 
knowing that Mr. Flintoff had been appointed ? 
Witness ; No; I cannot tell that, I know nothing about Mr. Barlow. 
Re-examined by Mr. Denison: The bill of 1866 cost £6600. The engi- 
neering was “Em nsive. 

r. W. Hobson, examined by Mr. Denison. 

I am the chairman of the gas company, and the partner of the last 
witness. I resigned the chairmanship in 1868, but resumed it. Mr. 
Hawksley was appointed engineer, in order to give evidence, in case of oppo- 
sition on the part of the company, before the House of Commons; he was 
not appointed with any view to arbitration. Mr. Cawley, of Manchester, 
valued the works at £8052, plus the debenture debt of £600, and Mr. 
Newton coincided. They valued them at £12 a share, plus the debt. They 
were employed by the trustees at first. The amount expended by the com- 
pany up to 1864, when it was reincorporated with limited liability, was 
£13,267 12s. 5d. In that sum is included money expended for meters and 
fittings, and other matters, deducting receipts for sales, making it equal to 
£3054 18s. 7d. The balance expended on the works would be £10,212 
13s, 10d. With one exception, the profits above 6 per cent. were applied to 
capital, thus showing that we have not been trying to extort an unfair price 
from the trustees. In one or two years they only earned 2} per cent. About 
£900 has been expended on the works since 1864. The total receipts for the 
year ending the 30th of June last were £1949 2s. 7d., the expenditure was 
£1193, and the balance taken down to profit and loss is £755. We carried 
to the reserve-fund £219. We divided 16s. a share on the share capital. 
The question of the public lights has always been a bone of contention. 
The company considered it unjust that all the profits should come out of the 
oe of the private consumers, The town lamps were at 2s. 4d., and the 

arbour lamps 2s. 11}d., the price to the private consumer being 4s. 2d. The 
harbour lamps burn all night ; the town lamps are regulated by the state of 
the moon. When we purposed, in 1866, raising the price of gas for the 
town and harbour lamps, we intended to lower the price to the private con- 
sumers to 3s, 9d. The 2s. 4d. includes lighting, repairs, &e. The coal used 
is brought from Mickley, near Newcastle, and produces a gas equal to 
14 candles; but if one-third of the whole proportion of cannel is used, then 
= get 16-candle gas. Our cannel we get from Wigan, and some from 

aryport. We do not use much Wigan; it costs us 30s. delivered. The 
Mickley coal costs 12s, delivered; the local cannel 4s. or 4s. 6d. We have 
29 resident shareholders, holding 161 shares; 31 female residents, holding 
208 shares; making resident shareholders, 369. Then there are 28 male 
non-resident shareholders, holding 139 shares; and 16 female non-resident, 
holding 163 shares; making altogether 302. They are £14 paid up in the 
limited company, and the shares were actually selling at £14 10s. before 
this matter began. There have been several attempts to sell shares lately 
at £2 per share, but no buyers were found. 
The witness was examined at length as to the correspondence which 
passed between the company and the trustees. 
Mr. Munpe: Did you not refuse to allow Mr. Flintoff to examine your 
works on behalf of the trustees ? 
Witness : The directors had no objection to any engineer examining the 
works, but, under the advice of counsel, I believe notice was given to the 
other side than an engineer would not be admitted. 
Mr. MunDELL: The trustees offered to allow you to see the new works ? 
Witness: There was nothing but bare walls to see. I saw them some time 
last month, but I cannot say when Mr. Stevenson, an engineer, saw them 
last month. The gas company have no power to break up the streets. The 
dividends paid were, in 1835, 2} per ceut.; 1836-37, 6; 1838, 5; and the 
next three years, 6 per cent. In 1842, it was 7; and then 6 per cent. up to 
1849, In 1850 it was 7}; and from thence to 1860, 6 percent. Prior to 
1860, if ~ revenue yielded more than a 6 per cent. dividend, it was carried 
to capital. 

John Newall, Esq., examined by Mr. DENISON. 

I am a parliamentary agent, and can give an account of what took place 
before Lord Redesdale with respect to the Act of 1866, The Maryport Act 
of 1833, by clause 54, gives a general power to erect gas-works and to pur- 
chase lands to the extent of two statute acres within that and the adjoining 
townships, and when I and Mr. Collier prepared the Act we had a con- 
siderable discussion as to whether this was a power which could properly be 
kept on foot, because it is a power which is opposed to the present system 
of legislation in gas-works. Where you are obliged to define the limits 
within which the works are to be erected, you are obliged to give 
notice to owners, lessees, and occupiers within 300 yards. Ac- 
cordingly, as promoters are always desirous to retain as much power 
as they can fairly do, Mr. Collier and myself determined that we would 
retain the power given to us under the Act of 1833, and the bill was de- 
posited in that shape, and went as usual to Lord Redesdale. In due time I 
received his lordship’s observations upon the particular clause which kept 
up the power of the old Act of 1833, which was in these words: ‘ Provided 
always the trustees shall not manufacture gas except upon land which the 
trustees were, before the passing of this Act, and by virtue of the provisions 
of an Act hereby repealed, authorized to take for that purpose.”” So that, 
in fact, by those words we kept up the general power to construct the gas- 
works in accordance with the Act of 1833. Then Lord Redesdale made 
these observations: ‘‘ This Act passed in 1833. Land suitable for gas-works 
then may be utterly unfit for the same purposes now. Specify land pro- 
posed to be taken in the schedule.” I was not instructed to acquire any 
|other lands, and, as we understood the trustees and the gas company were 
likely to come to an agreement, we determined to give way to Lord Redes- 
dale’s requirement, feeling convinced we could not maintain that particular 
proviso in the bill. 








Tuurspay, Marcs 18, 
Mr. William Hobson, recalled. 

Mr. Denison asked the witness to explain the reasons which had led to his 
|coming before the committee, and which were given in a letter addressed to 
|Mr, Barwise, the clerk to the trustees, on the 9th of March last. 
| Witness read the letter, as follows :— 
| _ Dear Sir,—We beg to state that we regard the 2lst paragraph of the trustees peti- 
| tion as imputing to Mr, Newall and ourselves improper conduct in obtaining the Act 





of 1866, so far as the gas portion of the bill is concerned. We had hoped, however, 
that, after the explanations we had given touching the matter, the charge of mala 
Jides had been abandoned. We have been gp to by Messrs. Lamb and Howson 
to give evidence in reference to this paragraph, as they appear to regard it as the key 
of the position of the bill. We have agreed to do so without being obliged under 
compulsion, though we would have very much preferred to have stayed at home, and 
certainly, if our characters had not been involved, we should have positively refused. 
We regard ourselves, however, as being incriminated, and we confidently rely upon 
the decision of the committee for the vindication of our professional integrity.— 
Yours truly, Tyson AND Hopson. 
All charges, therefore, about our coming here contrary to professional duty 
are answered by that letter. We came, in fact, on behalf of both sides, to give 
a full explanation. 
Alfred Penny, Esq., examined by Mr. MICHAEL. 

I am an engineer, and have been engaged for upwards of 20 years in the 
erection and management of gas-works, and consequently am well acquainted 
with all their details. I am also a lessee of gas-works, and am therefore con- 
versant with all matters pertaining to gas-making. I have inspected the gas- 
works at Maryport. I found them in excellent condition; the whole of the 
buildings are sound and good, and the apparatus is in excellent order. I also 
inspected the pipes, or that portion of them which I could see from the roads 
having been opened, and I found them in good condition too. I consider that 
a better site, with respect to supply, could not have been chosen. It is ina 
position to reach all the district, is in a low part of the town, and well pro- 
tected from the sea. The buiidings are substantial, and quite sufficient for all 
the purposes required. I thought that the premises were exceedingly con- 
venient. The main-pipes were of an adequate diameter—in fact, very large. 
I may say that the proof of that is that at the time of the greatest consump- 
tion the initial pressure required is not more than an inch and a half of 
water—that is, 15/10ths—and that gives an excellent light all over the town. 
I argue from that that the main-pipes are rather in excess of the requirements 
than otherwise. With regard to prospective supply, I consider that with the 
addition of a few retorts there would be no difficulty in supplying at least 50 

r cent, more gas than now. There would be no difficulty whatever in 
erecting additional retorts, as the retort-house is amply sufficient for that 
purpose. I haveseen the piece of ground used for storeage. Not only is there 
spare ground there for the erection of a new holder, but the storeage at the 
present time is very much in excess of the requirements of the place. There 
is one holder that might be renewed at a trifling expense, and then the 
storeage would be in excess of aday’s supply. As to two-thirds or three- 
fourths being considered the usual thing, I must say that that is a moot point. 
Certainly there is more than sufficient storeage now for the requirements of 
thetown. I was only able to form an opinion as to the quality of the gas from 
what I was informed as to the quality of the coal that was used. The gas 
must be of good quality, as they reject the coal of the district, and use the 
best description of Newcastle supplemented by some cannel. Looking at the 
situation of the town and the quality of the article supplied, I think that the 
price, 4s, 2d., is a perfectly reasonable one. From the returns I have seen I 
should say that it is comparatively a low one, more particularly as regards the 
price charged for the public lamps. The price of 4s, 2d. might be reduced if 
the public body paid a proper price for the gas supplied to the street-lamps. 
They are at present charged much lower than the gas supplied to the private 
 snenaiuene The harbour lamps, I believe, are less in number than the town 

amps. 

Sir J. Duckwortu: The prices charged are 2s, 11}d. and 2s. 4}d. 

Witness: Yes; but both are considerably below the price charged to the 
private consumers. 

Mr. MicuaEt: Do you consider it right that a uniform charge should be 
made for lighting the public lamps as against the private consumers ? 

Witness : Yes; I have always advocated that. Ido not see any reason 
why the public should be charged less than the private consumers, more 
particularly as there is one service to every single light for the public use, 
whereas the private consumer may have one service for a dozen or 20 lights; 
consequently, there is a loss incurred for leakage, which is greater in 
proportion as to the public lamps than as to the private consumers. The 
ge consumer, being a ratepayer, would of course get a small advantage 

y paying a less rate; but, if he were a large private consumer, he would 
incur a proportionate loss in paying a greater price for his private supply. I 
have looked into the bill with respect to the maximum prices. I consider 
they are fair as a maximum certainly. I imagine that the maximum would, 
except under some extraordinary circumstances, never be charged; but the 
company have taken the power to charge 6s. for the outlying districts, which 
is proper, because I do not consider that the inhabitants of the town should 
be made to pay something for an extension into a district that does not pay 
so well as the town itself. I think the extreme distance is one to two miles, 
It also involves the laying down of a main. There would be great expense 
to light it, and therefore to equalize, as between the town and the outlying 
district, a larger price should be charged where a greater 2 is incurred, 
and where there is a smaller return for the money expended. This has been 
the principle adopted in many places, and I think it is a fair mode of dealing 
with the question. The amount proposed as capital in the bill is £14,994, 
and that I consider to be a reasonable and proper sum. It is about the sum 
that would be required to enable the aaa to light those districts which 
they take power to cover with their pipes. 1 think that the works are con- 
ducted with great care, considerable skill, and economy. I judge so from the 
cost of carbonizing a ton of coals. The whole expenses are about 10s. a ton, 
which, in my experience, is a fair and reasonable sum for the working ex- 
penses for carbonizing the ey of coals which they do. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MUNDELL: I examined the works on Friday last ; 
I was there about five hours. The streets were open in six different places ; 
I saw the mains at those places. I believe the streets had been opened for 
the inspection of the other side by the trustees. I cannot speak as to the 
condition of the service-pipes, but I found that the leakage was so small 
that I am convinced that the service-pipes, as a whole, could not be in a bad 
condition, I found that the leakage was so small, first, by the quantity of 
coals carbonized, and then by the quantity of gas that was paid for. I was 
informed that the quantity of coal carbonized in the year was 1067 tons, and 
that it consisted of 702 tons of the best kind of Newcastle ; 84 tons of local 
coals, the quality of which I do not know; 17 tons of Wigan cannel; and 
264 tons of what they call the local cannel, but which is more shale than 
anything else, and is not of much value; it gives a small quantity of gas, 
with good illuminating power. 


Mr. Munpexti: How many cubic feet of gas does that make? I ask the} 


question because there is no station-meter. 

Witness: It isa computation. The Newcastle coals will produce into the 
holder 9000 cubic feet per ton ; the local coals, 8000 feet; the Wigan cannel, 
10,000 feet; and the local cannel, 5600 feet. This was a computation 
handed to me, and I corrected it from my own experience. The produce 
altogether was 8,640,000 cubic feet. I have a return of how many feet are 





sold to private consumers, and an estimate of what the public lamps consume. 
The actual amount paid for by private consumers would be 5,490,000 feet; 
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the harbour lamps would consume 1,276,000 feet; and the town lamps, 
1,174,000 feet ; the three making together 7,841,000 feet. 

The CHAIRMAN: We may assume, then, that there are 5} millions as the 
private and 2} millions as the public consumption, or very nearly so. 

Mr. MunDEt.: Now give us the actual price paid for each town lamp. 

Witness : The actual price paid is 42s, each, and for each harbour lamp 
£4 5s. ; but that price includes not only lighting, cleaning, extinguishing, 
and repairing, but the whole apparatus is the property of the company—that 
is, they find the lamp-post, the lamp, the service-pipe, the cock, burner, and 
everything. It is not only the price of the gas, but it is the price for the 
capital laid out. The town and harbour lamps both belong to the company ; 
|| they provide the capital for everything. 
||. Mr. MunpELL: At what do they get it from you? Ought we to take the 
fair price of it, to be deducted from the cost of those lamps? Would it be 
10s. for a town lamp? 

The Cuarnman: The gas yg! said so. 

Witness : I should put it at 12s, That is a low price for lighting, cleaning, 
and extinguishing the lamps. Then I should add something for the interest 
on the capital expended, because, as a rule, the township find the lamps 
themselves. I should take 4s, a lamp, which I should add on for the inte- 
rest on the outlay and the wear and tear on the lamp and the lamp-post. 
The lamps appeared to be in good condition. The price would not be a great 
deal over 2s. per 1000 feet for the town lamps, and for the harbour lamps 
2s. 8d., [should say. It was put at 2s. 4d. for the town lamps yesterday, 
but I have not taken the interest on the lamps which they have done. 

a ‘ - DuckwortH: And that 2s.—that would make it 16s, instead 
oO . 

Witness: Yes; in round numbers that would be right. 

Mr, MunpDELL: What did you make the leakage come to? 

Witness: It is 10 per cent. There are about 800,000 feet of gas unac- 
counted for. The price now charged is 4s. 2d. The Newcastle coal costs 
lls. 6d., added to which there would be 9d. for delivery, making it 12s. 3d. 
The next quality of coal would be 8s, 2d., or, delivered, 8s.11d.; the Wigan, 
14s, 9d.; and for the local cannel—a very poor coal—they pay 4s. 1d. The 
last named gives very little gas, and no residuals—no coke worth anything. 
The whole amount for coal and cartage is £537 3s. 6d.; I say, therefore, 
that the price charged for the gas is reasonable, subject to the inc which 
|| I consider ought to be made in the cost of the public lamps. If the price 
was increased to the public, it might be decre: to the private consumer. 
There are 70 harbour and 130 town lamps. I believe that the harbour 
lamps burn a greater number of hours than the town lamps. They consume 
more gas, but whether more in the same time I cannot say. In my judg- 
ment, the bulk of the works are in excellent condition. The gasholders are 
very good, but they are made in the manner that gasholders used to be made 
|| —that is, with a building over them—which we know now is quite un- 
||mecessary ; but I do not think them any the worse for that. Of course they 
|| might cost more with a roof, 

Mr. MunDELL: The roof is simply to keep the weather out, I suppose? 

Witness: There used to be an impression that some time or other a gas- 
holder would blow up, and if confined to the building the damage would not 
be so great. Now this idea of protection has passed away. There is 
plenty of room in the present site for the company to enlarge the 
works. There is a small gasholder of 8000 feet on the old works, 
which is not used. It was the first that was constructed, and it 
could be renewed for about £100. There is a larger one which would 
contain 35,000 feet. Considering what can be got from the New- 
castle coal of the best quality, with the addition of cannel, I am cer- 
tain that a little additional illuminating power can be got. There is 
so little of the Wigan cannel that it is hardly worth talking about. Assuming 
the coal to be there, and mixed in good quantities, they could get a good 
illuminating power. They have used 30 per cent of the cannel, al it would 
be hard if they could not get some additional illuminating power over the 
|| Newcastle coal. The sum received for the residual products for the year, 

including the price for coke, tar, and so on, is £94 5s. 9d., which is a small 
t. The residuals represented by this sum would be only the surplus 
|| coke out of the Newcastle coals; the other produces no coke whatever. The 
thing looks worse on the face of it than it really is. A certain proportion of 
|| the coke made would have to be used to supply the furnaces with fuel; the 
|| remainder would be what was sold. They do not get much coke there, where 
coals are 8s. a ton. As to the leakage, I have arrived at my impression from 
| | this—that the Newcastle coals will produce 9000 feet per ton, which is only 
ja fair assumption, as there is no exhauster there. If there was, more could 
|| be got per ton. I do not think I am wrong as to the quantity cousumed in 
|; the public lamps, and, if so, I cannot be far wrong in the amount of leakage. 
|| I can give you another reason why lam right. It is very unusual for gas- 
|| works to work at so low a pressure as 15/10ths, or an inch and a half of 
|| water. That being so, I did not expect I should find a large quantity of 
|| unaccounted-for gas, because the leakage is very much Snasaneal or dimi- 
nished by the amount of initial pressure at the works; and I should have 
been surprised if I had found a greater amount of leakage there, for the 
|, reasons I have stated. 
| Mr. MunveLi: I jem that would be partially accounted for from the 
i! 




















area of ground, and whether the supply arose from the works quickly, or 
|, whether it was flat. 

Witness: It would not alter the initial pressure. If the town rose 
|| rapidly or suddenly on the side of a hill, the pressure in those parts whose 
| altitude was greater than the works would be necessarily greater. But it 
|| happens that at Maryport the ground is very much on a flat, and conse- 
| quently the pressure is pretty nearly equal in all parts. There is no excess 
of pressure in any one part. When speaking of a difference of price within 
the limits, 1 mean the township of Maryport. If I were consulted, I should 

, advise the company to make it a radius of a mile from the gas-works. The 
| railway company would be within that limit. Every place beyond that I 
\) should recommend the company to supply only at an increased rate. 
;|_ Re-examined by Mr. Denison: I mean that the ground in Maryport does 
|; Not rise to such an extent as to affect the pressure. It is so little that it is 
‘not worth mentioning. The difference in the pressure would be 1 inch in 
|| 100 feet of rise. I do not think I have seen 20 or 30 feet of rise there. 
| Mr, Denison: What leakage is usually assumed by gas engineers > 
Witness : I have known leakage as much as 46 per cent., but it varies ; 


] 
| 


erhaps 20 or 25 per cent. would be considered nothing very extraordinary. 
akage always means the difference between that which is sent out and 

|| that which is paid for—between that which passes the station-meter and 
| that which you receive money for. The average would be about from 18 to 
|| 20 per cent. At Maryport it is, I think, about 10 per cent. ; it was certainly 
|| within the average. It is well known what illuminating power the New- 
| castle coal will produce. In my own practice I can get something between 
|, 12 and 14 candles out of the best description. By adding the local cannel, 
| Which has a high illuminating power, it would be easy to get it up to 16 
| comdlies. I was not surprised to hear that at Maryport it was 16-candle 





gas. The estimate which I made of the structural value of the works, | 
subject to a certain amount of deduction for the depreciation, is £10,300. 

The very utmost that I should put the deduction for depreciation at would | 
be about 10 per cent. I should say the honest value of those works, struc- | 
turally considered, is over £9000. That includes everything—mains and 

property of every kind. I have not been called upon to cousider the com- | 
mercial value of the works. The site I consider to be a very good one) 
indeed, and it is well protected from any damage from the sea, As to the 

site for the trustees new works I cannot give any decided opinion, not having 

looked at it. 

Mr. Munvewt: What should you think the works could be put up at new?) 

Witness : £10,300. Ido not think the main works, which were erected | 
in 1834, have suffered 10 per cent. depreciation since then. There are stone 
walls 18 inches thick, and they look as good as when they were first put up. 

The CHAIRMAN: What is the proper amount of depreciation upon mains 
and upon the iron pipes put underground, from the decomposition that 
goes on? 

Witness: They are generally considered, although it is only an opinion, 
to last 70 years. I believe they would last longer, but no one can prove it. 
That is very often taken as the life of a pipe. If you were to multiply it 
by three, I do not think you would be far wrong. There is no corroding 
inside ; the gas preserves pipes perfectly. Even the thin sheets of which the 
gasholders are constructed, I have seen as good after 30 years use as they 
were on the day when they came out of the mill. Any kind of gas will 
preserve iron. The length of the mains is 9142 yards altogether, but I am 
told there is a small quantity of lead Five which they treat as main, but 
which I do not—I call it services. The value which I put upon them is 
£1663, taking the different kinds of pipe. I put the price upon them which 
I know they could be laid there for. 1 was satisfied that the iron was not 
decayed. There are 2531 yards of 14-inch pipe, 3323 yards of 2-inch, 1468 
yards of 3-ingh, 250 yards of 4-inch, 679 yards of 5-inch, and then there is 
a small quantity, of 891 yards altogether, which is part 6-inch and = 
8-inch. Including something which I have added for bends, branches, T’s, 
and syphons, it amounts altogether to £1663. The gasholder and tanks I 
put at £2050, 

The CHAIRMAN: Then we can call it £10,300 as the valuation for the new 
works. £1663 for the mains, and the gasholder and the tanks £2050. 

The Committee: We presume that the price of 2s. 11d. for the harbour 
lamps is a mere estimate. 

Witness: It is possible to estimate very nearly the quantity of gas a lamp 
will use. It is done according to the number of hours it burns. We take 
first the actual sum paid, and then we deduct the sum necessary to expend to 
light, clean, and extinguish it, and the difference left will be the price that 
the gas company will get for the gas. Then, if you assume that it burns so 
many thousand feet, it is easy to deduct from that the price per 1000 that 
they receive for it. It is not an assumption; burners are constructed which 
will, consume a given quantity per hour—the burner is a meter in fact. 

The CHAIRMAN: In a two-mile radius or one-mile radius, there is a great 
deal of up and down hill; would not great undulation make a difference in 
the pressure ? 

Witness : It would just affect the matter in this way: if there is any 
ground that rises 100 feet, and you start with an initial pressure of 1} inch, 
you would find a pressure of 2} inches; and, in proportion to that, for every 
100 feet of ground that rises you will gain a pressure of 1 inch, and for 
every 10 feet you gain the 10th of an inch. You may take that as an ex- 
isting law. If you had 50 feet rise you would have 2 inches of pressure ; 
consequently, there isa greater tendeucy for the gas to escape from the upper 

art than from the lower, where the pressure is less. In each of the public 
amps in Maryport there is a separate service, and therefore there is great 
leakage. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is not a correct estimate to be found by that leakage? 
Is it not in the quantity estimated for the lamp? 

Witness: No, that is in addition; it will consume precisely the same 
whether the leakage is 10 or 50 per cent. 

George Wilson Stevenson, Esq., examined by Mr. DENIson. 

I am a gas engineer, and have been in practice for more than 20 years. I 
visited Maryport in the early part of February last, and remained there for 
a couple of days or so. I examined the works carefully, so as to form a clear 
opinion upon their value. It was suggested by two of the directors who 
accompanied me, that I should examine the main-pipes, and although I told 
them at the works, when I ascertained that they were supplying the town 
satisfactorily with only an inch and a half of pressure, that it was unneces- 
sary, and that I was sure that the main-pipes must be large enough and in 
good order, they still desired me to examine them; and they left it to my | 
selection to point out two places where the ground was to be opened. [ 
then found that the pipes were in excellent condition. I went over the 
whole of the harbour and most of the town. I found that the arrangements 
of the works were good. There was nothing that seemed to me to be like a 
waste of capital. Nothing required to be taken down or altered. There are 








only nine large retorts at present, but there is room for three times the | | 


number in the retort-house. I consider the nine sufficient, but there ought 
to be a reserve of retorts; but still the company, with their present retort | 
plan, can supply the wants of the town. The condenser is much too large 
for the present requirements. The gasholders are 57 per cent. in excess of | 
the present requirements. The holders are separated by a little space. The! 
two small holders, containing 8000 feet each, are upon the manufacturing | 
station; the other holder is separated, but the connecting-pipes are as large | 
as the leading main into the town, which is a very unusual thing. They 
are unusually large. No additional works, with the exception of retorts, | 
would have to be put up for the next 10 years. There ought, of course, to} 
be a station-meter and a governor, as there is neither the one nor the other. | 
Those are things which are really required to enable the company to keep 
their own accounts properly, and not so much for the supply of the private | 
consumers. ‘I'hey are small articles in point of expense. The gas supplied I 
considered to be very good. I did not ascertain it by photometrical experi- 
ment, but the eye enabled me to say that the gas was 15 or 16 sperm candles 
of illuminating power. It was decidedly better than is to be found in most | 
towns of the size and in the district. I examined the new works of the) 
trustees. 1 think that the company’s site is infinitely superior to the land of 
the trustees, because the land of the trustees is farther away from the town, 
and farther away from the railway by which the coals are brought into the 
town, and it is exposed to the full action of the waves. In order to preserve 
the works a sea-wall there would be necessary. If I took the works withouc 
having a sea-wall built, I should require the trustees to maintain them. I do 
not know within my experience, at least within the last 10 years, of any public 
body levying rates being authorized by Parliament to compete with an existing 
gas company. I believe there is no parliamentary precedent for such a thing— 
at least, there was not until this session—where a public body levying rates 
has been allowed to do it. This is the single exception. I valued the works 
structurally, and I think my figures are much the same as Mr. Penny’s, I 
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make it £10,495, This is the structural value as new. Ishould make about 
the same deduction as Mr. Penny, because practically there is very little of 
the original work here remaining. The buildings are, no doubt, original 
work, but most of the apparatus has been renewed from time to time, and it 
is now comparatively new. The new holder is in admirable condition; and, 
indeed, all the works are in very good repair. I quite endorse the evidence 
given by Mr. Penny. I have not gone into the question of commercial value 
with the view of arriving at an amount, but the principle upon which the 
commercial value of those works would be ascertained is well understood, 
and it is this: In the case of a non-statutable company like this—that is, a 
company not protected by Act of Parliament—the net annual profit is capi- 
talized at 16§ years purchase, which is 6 per cent.; that is to enable the 
incomer to enter upon the business at once, and to derive a profit of 6 per 
cent, Where a company is protected by Act of Parliament, 20 years purchase 
is given, so that the purchaser only gets 5 per cent. for his money. It would 
work out to a large sum—over £12,000. It is £755 a year, at 16% years pur- 
chase, There would be some deductions to be made from that, no doubt. I 
think the profit is £775 7s. 6d. a year; and supposing that the whole of that 
were to be capitalized, I see that there is an item in that which would not 
form an item of expenditure—interest on banking account, on the debenture 
loan, amounting to £43—and that would have to be put on the credit side, 
making nearly £800 yearly profit; and, if that were capitalized, it would 
amount to a capital of £12,500. Iam speaking of the £755, from which 
there would have to be made some deductions, no doubt. As the company 
have kept their accounts, they show a net profit of £755 7s. 6d., but not in- 
cluded in their expenditure is the sum of £14 7s, 3d., which they have paid 
for interest. The price of 4s, 2d. appears to be a low price for a town like 
Maryport, but it is reasonable and fair. If the harbour lamps were raised, as 
the town lamps are now charged the full price, it would work out to 4s. 2d. ; 
but the harbour lights are very much undercharged at the present time. 
The limits proposed in the bill appear to be reasonable and proper. I think 
there ought to be a distinction between the price charged to the outlying 
district and that lying nearer to the works, because there are many elements 
of cost in supplying an outlying district which do not exist in a district lying 
close to the works. For instance, there are the expenses of superintendence 
and collection, which is no small matter at times. A radius of a mile seems 
to be a fair thing. 
capital. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MUNDELL: It is not by way of substitution for the 
structural value that I arrive at this second mode of valuation. I arrive at 
it by adding the two sums together, as showing the value of the works. 

r. MUNDELL: If you proceed upon the principle of ascertaining the 
profits, you multiply that by 16% years purchase as the value, which is 
arrived at in another way? 

Witness : That is the commercial value, and in that is included the 
business. It assumes that the works are in good going order, and that all the 
charges under the head “expenditure” are included which ought to be 
included. Tenants profits is not a deduction, though the employment of 
tenants capital should be. The employment of working capital is omitted. 
In my opinion £1500 is a fair amount of working capital to have employed ; 
there is something to allow for depreciation, and also for insurance. The 
depreciation will be 1 per cent. upon the structural value of the works, the 
mains and services 1s, 2d. per cent. upon the insurable part of the works. 
The works of the company and those of the trustees are not very far apart, 
but still the latter are farther from the town, and the land on which they are 
built is exposed to the action of the sea. It was bad judgment to schedule 
land there. If I had been advising the trustees or anybody else to erect new 
works, I should have advised them to put them on the railway; but the old 
works were erected before the railway was thought of. I think the town 
would be better supplied if the gas-works were near the railway. It would 
save a considerable sum in cartage, and, consequently, reduce the price of gas. 
I certainly had the same data as to the mains, when I arrived at the 
structural value of the works, as Mr, Penny had. Assuming a given 
consumption in a gas-lamp has nothing to do with the structural value. 
The question of management does not depend upon figures. I saw with my 
eyes how the works were being managed and conducted. I assumed there 
was a small leakage. I came to that conclusion for the same reasons that 
Mr, Penny gave. I think that the town lamps are now charged at a proper 
rate—that is, they are charged at about the lowest price which is charged to 
any private consumer, but the harbour lamps are at too low a rate at present. 
They are a good deal too low. If they were charged at the same rate as the 
town lamps, or at the same rate as the largest private consumer, the trustees 
would be paying £4 9s. annually for each lamp. I was not aware they were 
paying £4 5s.; the difference, therefore, is not worth talking about. There 
was nobody to prevent my inspecting the new works. I did not ask per- 
mission. There was no gateway and no doorway, and I went all over them. 
There were some bare walls, and a tank was being constructed. 

The CuHarnmMan: What do you mean by acondenser? Is that the same 
thing as a purifier? 

Witness : No; a condenser consists of a series of up and down pipes, 
through which the gas passes after it leaves the retorts. It is cooled in the 
condenser, and gives off its tar and ammoniacal liquor. The gas is separated 
from the grosser products of distillation, and is run away into a tank under- 
ground. The gas then goes on to the,purifier, and in the purifier the am- 
monia, the sulphuretted hydrogen, and the carbonic acid are taken out. 
Then it passes through the station-meter, and then into the gasholder ready 
for delivery in the town. 

Mr, Denison: You said that £1500 was a fair amount of working capital, 
but we ought to take something from that, I suppose? 

Witness : Yes, 75 per cent., and one-half per cent. upon the insurable part 
of the works. That makes £9, and that would be added to the expenditure. 
|| Multiplying it by 163 years purchase, it amounts to £1450, and deducting it 
'| from the £13,300, leaves nearly £12,000. Then there is a small deduction 
for past depreciation from the gross amount—take 10 per cent. upon the 
structural value, leaving £11,000. 

The ComMITTEE: Did you not say that the depreciation would be at the 
rate of about 1 per cent. ? 

Witness: Yes, on the structural value of the whole of the plant, but it 
would be more upon some portions, and less upon others; it would be con- 
siderably less upon the buildings and upon the mains, and at a higher rate 
than 1 per cent. upon the meters and services. Taken over the whole, 
the average would be equal to about 1 per cent.; that is admitted by all 
engineers. 

This was the case for the promoters 

Mr. O’MALLEY then addressed the committee on behalf of the trustees. 
His learned friend (Mr. Denison) had paraded before the committee evidence 
to show the number of female shareholders there were in the gas company, 
and had drawn a deplorable picture of the wrongs which would be entailed 
upon them if this opposition by the trustees were successful. He should be 
very much surprised if the widows and children were aggrieved, after all, 


If the limits are increased the company must have more 








by the loss of £6 or £8 upon their shares, because they must have known, 
when they took the shares, the condition in which the company was, Evi- 
dently they were content to accept them under what might be called onerous 
conditions, and they were, therefore, willing to abide the consequences which 
might follow. The trustees, on the other hand, were the governing body of 
the town; they had the right over the public streets, and of all persons they 
were the most deeply interested in the welfare of the town. hen the gas 
company was formed, in 1833, there was a distinct understanding that the 
trustees, if they thought it expedient, should light the town—indeed, they 
acquired such powers by Act of Parliament; and yet Mr. Tyson, their 
solicitor, had come forward and told the committee. seriously that he 
was under the impression, when the subsequent bill was being _pre- 
pared, that such power had been lost to them for ever. There 
was an ignorance which the law called crassa; it was an igno- 
rance from which no attorney could shield himeelf, if any injuries 
to his clients were the consequence. Mr. Tyson’s position, to say the 
least of it, was.an unpleasant one, for it was quite clear that he had 
acted orhegwiee than hé ought to,have done. There could be no doubt that 
up to 1866, when the Act of 1833 was repealed, the power of taking the 
works of the company still remained in the hands of the trustees; and this 
certainly ought to have been known by the gentleman who was then their 
legal adviser. The company must have known that Mr. Senhouse, as the 
lord of the manor, and the trustees, had the right over the public streets, 
and that, when they built their works, they were entirely at their mercy in 
this respect. There was no analogy in this case as there was in a corpora- 
tion or public body coming to Parliament, after a company had been esta- 
blished in a town, and asking for powers to light it in competition, This 
was the case of a company coming to Parliament with the knowledge that 
the trustees were the first possessors of the right, and that they themselves 
were under powers to supply the town if the trustees chose to compel them. 
Mr. O'Malley then dilated at considerable length on the evidence given by 
Mr, Tyson, which he characterized as most extraordinary, and inconsistent 
with his profession as a solicitor. He did not hesitate to say that the posi- 
tion which he and his partner had chosen to occupy was one which could 
never be justified. A great deal had been said about Mr. Tyson and his 
-wrong-headed clients, and if he (Mr. O’Malley) had not known the facts, he 
should have rappoeed that every step which was taken in regard to the bill 
of 1866, was taken by the trustees with their eyes open. It turned out that 
their attention was not absolutely called to the proviso in the bill, and the 
omission in the clause as to land, till after the objection of Lord Redesdale 
was found to be fatal. The responsibility had been left with Mr. Tyson, and 
how well he had repaid the trust the committee would clearly see, It was 
evident that the trustees never intended to abandon those powers, and, when 
it came to their knowledge that they were lost to them, they must have been 
deeply grieved and annoyed. In order to secure arestitution of their powers 
the bill of 1868 was promoted, and then came an extraordinary qualm of 
conscience upon Messrs. Tyson and Hobson, which was a curiosity indeed. 
As soon as they found that the gas part of the bill was likely to be opposed 
by the company, they resigned their offices—the one as solicitor, the other as 
chairman—and they acted then, as they had said, for the trustees only. The 
question now was, whether the committee, after all that had been done, 
would, for the mere purpose of promoting the objects of a small company of 
gas proprietors, repeal an Act passed only last year, and passed after all 
parties had had a full opportunity of questioning its propriety, but against 
which no opposition, after all, was offered by the company. 
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Mr. O’Mattey proceeded with his address against the bill. He observed 
that his indignation had certainly been heightened by a letter which Messrs. 
Tyson and Hobson had had the coolness to send to his clients. They begged 
to state that, with regard to the 2lst paragraph of the trustees petition, 
which imputed to Mr. Newhall and themselves improper conduct in obtain- 
ing the Act of 1866, so far as the gas portion of the bill was concerned, they 
had hoped that after the explanation they had given touching the matter, 
the charge of mala fides had been abandoned ; and at the close of the letter 
they said that they would not have come forward, being incriminated, but 
they confidently relied upon the decision of the committee as to their in- 
tegrity. If that was not a mere pretence he had never seen one, After 
writing that letter they entered the enemy’s camp, prepared their briefs, 
and at that moment were sitting side by side with the counsel and the soli- 
citors of the gas company, and instructing them as the case proceeded. Much 
as he had said respecting Mr. Tyson, he still thought that the young and 
vigorous mind of Mr. Hobson had had a great deal more to do with it than 
what he might call the social and gossipy mind of his partner. He would 
ask the committee whether they could with justice undo entirely what Par- 
liament had done in 1868, by repealing an Act which was passed agreeabl 
to all parties, and by so doing say that the promoters should have their bill. 
The mistake which the trustees made in 1866 was more the mistake of the 
chairman of the gas company and his partner than of any one else, and from 
that mistake they were made to suffer. In 1868 they approached Parliament 
simply with a desire to recover their rights, and could the committee have 
refused to grant their request? Now the committee were asked to take an 
unprecedented step, and adopt the bill of their opponents, thus repealing the 
Act which the trustees had obtained. The learned gentleman then confined 
his observations to the question of arbitration, and said that the price of 
£11,000 made by the ge | was preposterous in the extreme. It was at 
the rate of £16 a share, whilst the real value, as furnished to the trustees, did 
not exceed £10. Ultimately they employed Mr. Hawksley as their engineer, 
and there was not a particle of truth, as far as he could see, to show that | 
Mr. Barlow was ever consulted in any way by the company, 

Sir Jonn Duckwortu: Is there not a letter from Mr. Barlow, stating 
that he would not meet Mr. Flintoff? 

Mr. O’Matuey said there was a letter from the company; but not an atom 
of proof had been given that Mr. Barlow was consulted at all. He must pause 
to remark, that when a letter containing such imputations upon Mr. Flintoff, 
stated to have come from Mr. Barlow, was sent by the gas company, they 
ought to have produced Mr. Barlow for examination. Two engineers of 
eminence had been examined on behalf of the company, and he should like 
to have heard his learned friends, if they dared, put a question to Mr. Ste- 
venson, as to whether or not he would have met Mr. Flintoff. There was 
not, as he had said, the slightest proof that Mr. Barlow was ever consulted 
by the company at all. After the —< proposal made by the trustees in 
February no step was taken, as he should show, to carry it out in the form 
prescribed. The company evidently had no intention of selling their works, 
and it was clear that the same determination existed in the minds of the 
solicitors of the trustees, one of whom, it must be remembered, was the com- 

any’s chairman.at the time. There was a personal hostility between Mr. 
pe Ed and Mr. Flintoff; and, accordingly, when Mr. Flintoff was proposed 
as arbitrator, on the 24th of April, they wrote the letter of the 29th without 
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ever having, as appeared by the evidence, spoken to Mr. Barlow on the sub- 
ject. The letter stated ‘*that, whilet approving of the terms of agreement, the 
directors could not but express their regret at the appointment by the trustees 
of Mr. Flintoff as their arbitrator. The directors, some time ago, retained Mr. 
| Barlow to act on behalf of the company; but, on the fact of Mr. Flintoff’s ap- 
| pointment being communicated to him, he at once declined to meet that gentle- 
man in conference,” and at the same time expressed an opinion that every 
engineer of any position to-whom the company might apply would return to 
their application an answer similar to his own. Mr, O’Malley then pro- 
ceeded at great length to comment on the conduct of the company in not 
bringing matters to an issue before the trustees proceeded to Parliament for 
their bill of 1868, and subsequent to the commencement of their new works, 
as laid out by Mr. Flintoff. 

The CHAtRMAN: With all deference to counsel, cannot we get on a little 
towards calling the witnesses? I only appeal to counsel, 

Mr. O’Matuzy: I am now coming to an important part of my case. I 
am not answerable for the delay. 

Sir J. Duckwortu: No, perhaps not; but we have had about four 
hours of. your speech already, 

Mr. Dentson: This is intended to be the great gas case of the session. 

The CuatRMAN: It is only an appeal to good nature, you know. 

Mr. O’Matzey: I will get on as Fast as 1 can; but if I am obliged to read 
every letter in proof of what I say, I shall have to spend a great deal more 
time yet. After some further remarks, the learned gentleman observed that 
he should call, in addition to Mr. Flintoff, another engineer, Mr. Hughes, 
who never changed the current of his opinions, no matter on what side or 
party he was examined, in order to prove the insufficiency of the company’s 
works, 

Mr. Denison: For avery good reason—there is only one kind of party who 
will have him. 

Mr. O’Matuey: Never mind; Mr. Hughes has done more in the matter 
of gas, and the lowering of the price to consumers, than any other man in 
England. He never shrinks from placing himself in the chair—ob, dear, 
no!—as Mr. Barlow and Mr. Hawksley have done. He (Mr. O'Malley) 
would show by his evidence, backed by other engineers, that the new 
works were in a most excellent position, taking into consideration the 
convenience of keeping gas-works away from the population of a town, 
and for supplying it with gas. He remarked the blush on the face 
of Mr. Stevenson when the same kind of question was put to him in 
cross-examination, for he was obliged to admit that the site was not a 
bad one, though it might have been, he thought, a little nearer to the rail- 
way. Then as to the works themselves, The committee would hear that 
instead of there being mere bare walls at present, the works were nearly 
complete—nine retorts were being built on the most improved system, and 
the holders would be capable of contuining more than twice the quantity of 
gas which all the holders of the present company could supply. They had 
done all that, and had expended a sum of nearly £6000, ery the faith of a 
parliamentary authority, which authority it was then sought to repeal, And 
besides that, they were committed to contracts amounting to upwards of 
£2000 more. If, therefore, the clause was repealed, what would become of 
their works, and of the money which had been laid out on the faith of an 
Act of Parliament? Was £6000 of the money of Maryport to be thrown 
away because the company had neglected to take a step which they ought to 
have done long ago? Not only would it be an unprecedented case, but it 
would be a monstrous stretch of the power of Parliament, if the bill in its 
entirety were allowed to pass, They had not called their own engineer, and 
that he considered as an extraordinary omission on their part. They dared 
not submit him to cross-examination, and even up to that moment the com- 
pany were determined that the trustees should not gain any information 
with regard to their works, though it might have been required had they 
been disposed to treat with them for their possession. 

The CuarrMan: Really, but is there any chance of our getting to the 
witnesses soon ? 

Mr. O’Matiey: In a few minutes. 

Mr. Denson: It is only a quarter to three. 

Mr. O’Mautxey: I must read the correspondence. 

The Cuatrman: We have got that, and can read it ourselves. 

Mr. O’Matiey: I should be sorry to thrust myself on the committee. 

The CHarrMAN: It is merely out of good nature, you know. We have 
no right to stop you. 

Mr. O’Matuizy: I am now coming to the—— 

The Cuarnman: I thought you were. 

Mr. O’Mattey : The company made an offer which it was impossible for 
the trustees to accept. By their Act they had no power to raise more than 
£15,000 for gas-works, so that after going to the expense of their new build- 
ings they could not possibly purchase the old at the rate of £11 per share. 
He was sorry to find he had been so tedious to the committee. 

The CHarrMan: Oh, not at all. 

Mr. O’'Matizy: The company asked to have power to break up the 
streets, and he did not think the trustees would object to that, nor did 
|they demur to the powers sought for extending their limits; they might 
epread their wings over the whole district if they chose; but what the 
trustees mainly objected to was, that, having expended immense sums 
upon patliamentary authority, that authority should be taken from under 
their feet in order to gratify the wishes and to further the ends of a com- 
| pany who came upon the ground only by their permission, and against whom 
jthey had entertained no objection until they found they had lost their 
‘powers by the bill of 1866. The learned counsel concluded a speech of five 
and a half hours duration by earnestly asking the committee to reject the bill. 

Mr. J. P. Senhouse, examined by Mr. MuNDELL. 

I live at Netherall, in the neighbourhood of Maryport, and am lord of the 
}manor. Iam ashareholder in the gas company, and well remember the 
| dividends they have paid. From 1860 to 1865, I got 7, 64, and 8 per cent., 
| think; after 1866, 74; in 1867, 8; and in 1868, 8 percent. Iam alsochairman 
| of the trustees. I think a remonstrance was made one year as to the price 

id for the harbour and public lamps. Until 1866 we paid for each town 
,lamp £1 7s. 6d., and for each harbour lamp £3 3s, I have had to complain 

of the gas during the last eight or ten years. I suppose it was the pressure 
‘that was taken off. Eleven o’clock at night was generally the hour when I 
invariably perceived a difference at my house. Whenever I have asked for a 
| better light I have got it. In 1865, when we were going to Parliament, there 
were no formal resolutions of the board as to the contents of the bill. I 
| think that the notice was laid on the table. We believed that we were to 
| have the two acres of land, to make independent works, reserved to us in the 
bill of 1866. Everything was left to Mr. Tyson, as our solicitor. I recollect 
the difficulty there was with regard to Lord Redesdale’s alterations. The 
dock, and not the gas, was the main scheme in the bill. The object in going 
to Parliament that year wes to repeal the Act of 1884 altogether, and 
to substitute new powers—everything, in fact, that we required. We 
were not made aware of the effect of Lord Redesdale’s alterations, 
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or that we were to be placed so completely in the hands of the 
gas company. In the autumn of that year much surprise was ex- 
pressed as to how the latter part of clause 101 could have been put 
in. It was explained afterwards by Mr. Tyson how it was that Lord Redes- 
dale had struck out portions of the clause, In November the company 
asked us to pay more for our gas-lamps, and it gave rise toa good deal of 
discussion and annoyance on the part of the trustees. It was too late to go 
to Parliament that year. Mr. Tyson had never advised us that we had no 
power to make independent works of our own. After a good deal of protest, 
we paid the advanced price to the gas company. In 1867 I told Mr. Tyson 
that whenever we went to Parliament again the trustees would have the 
better part of clause 101 expunged, so as to rid the gas company of the power 
which they had over the trustees. We were determined to get rid of that 
very objectionable part whatever the amount of cost might be, and we 
scheduled the land for the purpose. The matter was to be included in 
the dock scheme, A resolution was passed, on the motion of Mr. Wood, 
expunging part of the clause: ‘‘ Provided always that the trustees shall 
not manufacture gas upon any lands, &c., &c.,”’ “for the erection of 
gas-works elsewhere.” I remember the late Mr. Richardson, a gas engi- 
neer, going over the gas-works in 1867. He advised us to buy the works at 
the rate of £10 per share, making £6710. A committee was appointed to 
see the gas company, and ask them to sell the works at a price. We went to 
Parliament in 1868. On the 13th of February the directors offered us the 
works for £11,000, which was a fraction over £16 per share. On the follow- 
ing day it was resolved that an offer should be made to the company to buy 
their works at such a price as might be fixed by arbitration, each party 
selecting an arbitrator, who might choose an umpire in case they did not 
agree as to the price. In the end certain terms were agreed upon on which 
the arbitration was to proceed, and we named Mr. Flintoff. He was named 
by the committee. We believed then that we had power to arbitrate. Our 
solicitor, I think, drew up the agreement. We were fully prepared to carry 
out our resolution. 

Mr. Denison: That is, if you could. 

Witness: Of course. I remember the offer in 1868 of £10 per share to 
buy the gas company. Subsequently they offered us the works at £12, and 
then at £11 a share. After this latter offer we had committed ourselves to 
the erection of new works, at a cost of £8000; therefore we could not enter- 
tain it. It would have done more than absorb the money which we were 
authorized to raise for gas lighting, £15,000, as contained in our bill of 
1866. 

Sir J. Duckwortu : I quite understand that there are no restrictions in 
that Act as to the price of gas. 

Witness: That the price should not exceed 6s. 

Mr. MunpDeELtL: Between August and November you agreed to make new 
works, and you had plans and specifications, and contracts were entered | 
into. 

Witress : Yes; the land belonged to me, and I agreed to sell it at a certain 
price ; but there was no written agreement as to the sale. 


Saturpay, Marcu 20. 
Mr. J. P. Senhouse recalled, and examined by Mr. MunpDELt. 

We always had a dond fide intention to purchase the gas-works by arbitra- 
tion. I remember Messrs. Lamb and Co, being consulted, and our being told 
that we had no longer powers. Up to that time our intentions were always 
the same as they had been. The land for the new works I disposed of at || 
exactly the same eum at which I let the adjoining land for the last 26 years. | 
I remember contracts being entered into for the new works. There is a 
minute of the 3rd of November, as follows :—** Mr. Flintoff having reported | 
that he had received explanations from some of the parties tendering, recom- | 
mended the committee to accept the tender of Messrs. Hanna, Donald, and 
Wilson, of Paisley, to deliver and erect all iron-work of gas apparatus, 
building of retort-bench and fire-clay retorts, also tar-well and corrugated 
iron roof for retort-house, all according to plans and specifications, for the sum 
of £2200: resolved, that the said tender be accepted,” &e. The tender of 
Messrs. Mandle and Marshall for the brick and stone work, retort-house, 
boundary wall, &c., was accepted. Mr. Flintoff had previously eaid that he | 
could erect the works according to the plans, and provide all necessary | 
appliances for about £8000; and he expressed his willingness to accept | 
remuneration if the old works were purchased. We thought that the old} 
company would not be able to compete with us, because we should be able to 
supply the town and harbour with gas at a more moderate rate than we now pay 
the company; that is, the trustees must take out of the pockets of the com- 
pany something like £160 atonce. We were told by Mr. Flintoff that we could 
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supply gas at a cheaper rate. We were willing to go on with the arbitration 
as late as the end of the October, before we gave notice of our intention to 
get further parliamentary powers, and to remedy the mistake in our bill of 
1868. Individually, I had no objection to Mr. Lawson, our water-works 
engineer, appointing the arbitrators, neither had I any objection to Mr. 
Leslie, engineer, of London. I could not have had any objection to Mr. 
Hawksley. Individually, I certainly could not have objected to Mr. Barlow 
—in the case of a gentleman of his eminence, I could not for a moment. 
I cannot tell the reason of the trustees for being so particularly fond of Mr. 
Flintoff. I have no partiality for the man myself, none whatever. I never 
heard of him till his name was mentioned. Inquiries were made in conse- 
quence of a letter that came from the gas company, seeming to impute cer- 
tain accusations against him and his character in some way or other; and in 
consequence of that the trustees, at least several of them, determined to 
make inquiries about Mr. Flintoff, and they did so, They wrote to London 
and made inquiries as to his reputation, and atterwards, ut a meeting, these 
letters and communications which had taken place were confirmatory of his 
being a fit and proper person to act as the engineer for the trustees. I did 
not think that Mr. Webster was so fit a person as an engineer to be our 


arbitrator. I have not signed any agreement as to the land. Mr. Tyson is 
my private solicitor. The land was taken at a ground rent of £40 6s. 8d. 
per annum. 


Mr. Munpe tt asked for the report of the late Mr. Richardson, engineer, 
dated Nov. 9, 1867, to be put in. It was as follows :— 

Gentlemen,—Having had an interview with a deputation from your body relative 
toa valuation of the Maryport Gas-Works, at their desire I visited Maryport and 











inspected the works, and readily obtained what information I required from the 
mana-er, aud beg to report generally on the questions submitted to me. With the 
exception of the purifiers the works are in good condition, but from their size and 


waut of space quite inadequate for such a tuwn as Maryport. The purifiers are in- 
convenient in construction and deficient in capacity for the quantity of gas made, 
and although new purifiers may be put down on the site of the old gasholder, and a 
slight addition made to the number of retorts, the relief given by such works will be 
money ill spent, if not actually wasted ; in fact, I cousider that any expenditure on 
the present works, except for immediate requirements, would be thrown away, if the 
natural increase in the consumption of gas is taken intv account. Whether the works 
are purchased by the Harbour Trustees, or carried on by the company with a desire to 
supply such a quantity of gas as the town may require, the works ought to be 
abandoned, and new works erected of such a size and on ground of sufficient area to 
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supply the wants of the town for many years to come. My experience shows me that 
where facilities are given to consumers of gas, the consumption increases year by 
year, independent of any increase in the number of houses or manufactories. Any 
increase or addition to the present works would add to the difficulty or expense of 
removal, but would not prevent the necessity of doing so. Having no doubt in my 
mind as to the correctness of the opinions above stated, the question now arises 
whether I can recommend the trustees to purchase the old works, or endeavour to 
obtain power to erect new works. By all means, if possible, obtain the power, but 
after doing so, do not commit yourself further until every fair means has been tried 
to effect a purchase of the old works. New works of a capacity equal to the present 
works, I think, could be erected for less money than what I am prepared to advise 
the trustees to offer to the gas company for their works, because LH come the 
old works you remove all competition Cor the effects of which see itehaven); and 
I think that the shareholders ought to be fairly, if not liberally, dealt with by a 
public body like the trustees. I have no doubt but the bulk of the shareholders are 
parties of limited means, who have purchased their shares as an investment, but take 
no share in the management or mismanagement of the works. Holding these views, 
and without having the time to go into any detailed or accurate valuation, I think 
= ought to offer the company the sum of £6710, being £10 per share. This amount 

think fair under the circumstances; or, if the necessary facts can be obtained (which 
I doubt), take the original capital or amount expended on the works 33 years ago, 
and year by year deduct 2 per cent., and add the sum expended on extension, if 
such can be obtained, distinct from repairs or renewal of retorts. By doing so I 
believe you will obtain a near approximation to the real value of the works. 

Witness: Mr. Richardson,was either engineer or manager of the gas-works 
at Carlisle. He was a man of great repute. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: A special meeting of the trustees was 
called on the 16th of November to consider the offer of the gas company. 
They offered their works to the trustees for £11 per share, making £7381, 
the trustees to take their debenture debt of £600, making altogether £7981. 
The trustees were also to take the fittings and new meters at a valuation. 
The gas company intimated that if the trustees declined the offer, they 
would prosecute the bill in Parliament, of which they had given notice. 
— trustees resolved, at the meeting, that they would not accept the works 
at the price. 

Re-examined by Mr. MunpELL: We paid the enhanced price for our 
public lamps under protest. 

Mr. W. W. Wood, examined by Mr. MUNDELL. 





IT am a shipbuilder in Maryport, and one of the Harbour Trustees. I first 
knew of the trustees having lost their power to take land to make works in 
November, 1866. It was immediately after notice had been given 7 the gas 
company of their intention to increase the price of gas supplied to the public 


|, Jamps from £1 7s, 6d. to £2 2s., and the harbour lamps from £3 3s. to £4 5s, 














‘Under our old Act we might have made independent works, no doubt. In the 
autumn of 1867 we determined to go to Parliament to get back our powers 
, rather than that the ratepayers should be subjected to any increased demand. 
|In February, 1868, the gas company offered us their works at £11,000, or 
;£16ashare. We declined the offer on the faith of Mr. Richardson’s report. 
| When matters began to go contrary, I recommended Mr. Hobson, who is 
| related to me, to resign the chairmanship of the gas company. On Oct. 14, 
1868, we had plans from Mr. Flintoff. e paid him, I think, £50 for them. 
Tenders were accepted for cast-iron pipes, to be delivered at Maryport at 
the following prices :—3 inches diameter, £4 19s. per ton; 4 inches, £4 16s, 6d. ; 
and 6 inches, £4 13s. The land we took from Mr. Senhouse was a little less 
than three-fourths of an acre. The rent was about £28 16s., or at the rate 
of £1000 per acre. 
Mr. R. Adair, examined by Mr. Laurte. 

I am one of the original shareholders of the gas company. In 1834 there 
was an arrangement between the company and the trustees as to the pay- 
ment of a 6 per cent. dividend. The trustees were asked to make it up to that 
amount. When tke company were making 7 and 7} per cent., then they 
were called upon to meet the trustees. It was usual at that time for 
the company to carry over to the capital account the excess of the earnings 
after the stipulated dividend of 6 per cent. was paid. Public meetings of the 
inhabitants, and also of the gas shareholders, were held to consider the offer 
of the company, and the conduct of the directors was disapproved of. Reso- 
lutions were also passed, regretting that the lamps in the harbour had not 
been lighted for several nights. I remember on one of those nights 27 
vessels arrived in the harbour at midnight, the crews of which had to grope 
their way to the mooring-posts lest they fell into the harbour. 

Mr. Geo. Flintoff, examined by Mr. MUNDELL. 


I am a gas engineer living in London, and have been connected with the 
management and erection of gas-works since 1848. I have erected works at 
Sheffield, Lanark, and Stirling, and have been consulted as a gas engineer in 
upwards of 300 of the principal towns of the United Kingdom. I have been 
engaged by the Town and Harbour Trusteesof Maryport for their new works, 
I received instructions somewhere about the end of October, 1868. I have 
laid out the new works on a plan totally different to everything that has been 
done before. I was paid for my plans in the middle of October, and on the 
day following I was authorized to carry them out. 


Mr. MuNDELL: Have you laid out the works on the best modern system ? 


Sir J. Duckwortu: He did not say exactly upon the best modern system. 
He said a totally new system. 

Mr. MunpeEtu: Let us hear what this new system is. 

Witness : The usual course pursued in lighting towns with gas, especially 
small towns, is to lay one ay up the middle of the street. In this case I 
have placed ee under the causeways on each side of the street, and by 
that process have lessened the cost of the service-pipes, and shortened the 
length of them, and thus increased their efficiency ; and I have also adopted 
a plan that has not been adopted in laying pipes in any town that I am 
aware of in the three kingdoms. No pipe that I have laid in the streets of 
Maryport is of a less diameter than 3 inches, The evidence upon this bill 
shows that the bulk of the pipes of the existing company are only 14 inch 
in diameter, and only one in the street instead of two. The consequence 
is that by having a large capacity I not only shorten the service-pipes, but 
I reduce the friction and condensation in the pipes, and in most of the streets 
I get eight times the capacity of the existing mains in the streets of Mary- 

ort. In order that there may be no doubt about it, I have prepared a 
ist of the streets, showing the length of mains laid and the diameter of them, 
and also the diameter of the old company’s mains; for in opening the streets, 
in consequence of our having put two mains through each street, we have 
come across all the service-pipes of the existing company, which has enabled 
us to get information which we could not possibly have got if we had adopted 
the system of having one main in the street. I hand in the size of the 
pipes, the diameters, and the quantities. 
RELATIVE CAPACITY OF MAINS. 
According to Mr. Penny. 
Otp Company.—9142 yards ; capacity, 90,678 cubic inches, 

According to Mr. Flintoff. 
New Company.—10,890 yards ; capacity, 277,340 cubic inches. 








ParricuLars oF OLp Company’s Marns. 
According to Mr. Penny. 


Diameter Yards Capacity 
o in in 
Pipes in Inches. Length. Cubic Inches. 
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Particutars or New Company’s MAINs. 
According to Mr. Flintoff. 
Yards 








Diameter Capacity 
ts) in in 
Pipes in Inches, Length. Cubic Inches. 
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Total. . 10,890 . . 232,340 


It will be seen by this table that while the new company’s mains are more 
than double the capacity—three times the capacity of the old company’s 
mains, those mains are actually laid, with the exception of about one-ninth 
of the length, and that the estimate as originally given to the trustees— 
namely, of —has been carried out. Everything has been let by tender, 
those mains amongst the rest, and it is all done as near as possible. The 
work being done, and the pipes being paid for, it does not come to the money 
I have estimated it at; and although they say in this room that their works 
are worth £12,000, it is to show that we have erected works which are 
double the capacity, and they have only cost us something under £8000. 
The entire works upon the improved system are to cost the sum of £8000. 
[Witness handed in a table of the diameters of the mains of the old and new 
companies, and specifiying the condition of the latter. The length of the 
new mains is 8468 yards, extending through 27 streets, with diameters of 
10, 6, 4, and 3 inch; the diameters of the old mains are 8, 6, 5, 3, 2, and 
i inches, and of these the 5 and 6, 2, and 1} inch are in good condition ; 
48 are doubtful, and 71 are in bad condition. The doubtful and bad pipes 
were mostly 3, 2, and 1} inch. The new company have two sets of mains 
in each street, under the causeway ; the old company one set of mains in each 
street.] I consider the situation of the new works decidedly good. There is 
no danger from the sea. The level of tne new works is precisely that of the 
old, and if the sea would wash one away it would the other. The works are 
approaching completion. The contractor is under a penalty of £600 to com- 
me them by the end of April, next month; but I think they will be com- 
leted before then. The actual amount of contracts now let is something 
ike £6200. All that we have now to get is anything that may arise in the 
shape of small items—such as experimental apparatus, weighing-machines, 
and so on, amounting to about £1000. The work will be completed under 
the original estimate of £8000. The new works are not a mere shed, or bare 
walls. The buildings are all up, the iron roof is upon the retort-house, the 
whole of the sides of the gasholder, 60 feet in diameter, and the curve at the 
top was on up to last night, and the curves and girders for the gasholders 
running were also up. ‘The purifiers are on the ground, and it is merel 
screwing them together the same as you would a bedstead. The works will 
be able to produce easily 16 million cubic feet in the year. The pipes are 
capable of distributing twice that quantity. The works are not, as has been 
said, unduly large for the town. In the erection of nearly all the gas-works 
in the kingdom the great mistake has been that the works and mains have 
been constructed too small. As populations have increased the companies 
have been under a great disadvantage, and through having small mains it 
has involved a larger amount of pressure, in order to make the mains do the 
required amount of work. This pressure involved condensation and leakage, 
and consequently a loss arises which has to be charged to the consumers of 
gas in the shape of enhanced rates. The largeness of the mains conduces to 
facilitate the service; the pressure and the friction are diminished. We 
propose to commence selling gas at 3s. 4d., the —_ price being 4s, 2d., 
and of a quality equal to 14 sperm candles. We should gradually reduce the 
price. The trustees could sell it with the greatest possible ease at 2s. 9d. 
per 1000 feet. They ought not to get a profit on their gas. I propose that 
our service-pipes should be of lead instead of iron ; it is more economical in 
the end, and not much dearer in the first instance. I have laid 8000 or 
10,000 yards of service-pipes in the town of Sheffield. At Maryport they 
would average about 1% yard in length, whilst those of the old company must 
average half the width of the streets, the principal ones being 35 feet wide. 
The shorter the service-pipe the less, of course, will be the leakage, and the 
greater the distributing power and capacity through being shorter. I have 
taken from the evidence of Mr. Penny the capacity of the various mains of 
the old company, and have worked them out. They begin with 2531 yards 
1}-inch pipe, and go to 8-inch. I have measured every one of their pipes, 
and know the lengths of them better than they do themselves. I know to 
an inch the length, and they do not know it. They give us 9142 yards, the 
capacity of which in cubic inches is 90,768 yards; our pipes are 10,890 yards, 
and the capacity 232,340 inches, I know that their pipes are nothing like 
the length stated by 700 or 800 yards. We exposed their mains in laying 
our own. In some instances we find the service-pipe taken out of the main. 
The cost of my mains will come to £1800, as against £2500 of Mr. Penny’s, 
The service-pipes are calculated with the meters. Mr. Penny’s figures show 
that if his works were bought and paid for, entirely new, at the same rate 
we have paid for ours, they would cost £1321 16s. He says that he had 
valued the pipes, old and worn as they are, at £1663. The reason why more 
questions were not put to Mr. Penny was, that he knew his evidence was of 
no value, inasmuch as he told the committee he had gained it from other 
people, and those engineers who were in the room were not called to give 
evidence. Mr. Penny’s evidence is worth nothing at all. Both he and Mr. 
Stevenson said they relied upon information given to them, and knowing 
that it was of no use, we did not waste time by cross-examining them. Mr. 
Penny brought his value of the old works up to £9000 and upwards. When 
the trustees found that the gas company were seeking power to make them 
buy their works, under my advice they sent to the company a letter, asking 
them to allow myself and three other engineers, who had been brought from 
London, to go and inspect them, so that we might be examined before a par- 
liamentary committee. The solicitor to the bill wrote to sa —. were 
willing, and they suggested that the engineering evidence should be limited 
to two witnesses on each side. We acquiesced, and were delighted, and told 
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them they could see our works, and what we were doing. The next day the 
solicitors met at Maryport ; and by the same post that conveyed the informa- 
tion that we might inspect the works, another note was sent to say that we 
could not inspect them the day after. The engineers having arrived from 
London, and I knowing that the solicitors to the gas company were staying 
at the same hotel as myself, sent up to say that those gentlemen were pre- 
sent. They immediately wrote back to say that they had decided not to 
allow us to inspect the works. I therefere can only speak as to the pipes 
and mains. An application was made for me to inspect the works in 
1868, but it was refused. I saw most of the new mains laid, and was 
there myself 26 days at a stretch within the last two months. Of 103 
service-pipes of the old company, we only found two that were tho- 
roughly sound and in good condition; 43 were so much oxidized as to 
be in a doubtful state, and 58 were actually leaking. In one instance I 
counted 11 holes in one of their service-pipes—one as large as my finger. 
I know nothing about the mains except from what I saw of them. 
They were much corroded everywhere. The evidence given by the 
engineers for the company is of no value. They only saw the mains open in 
two or three places, whilst I opened them in nearly every street in the town. 
The condition of the soil showed there had been much leakage from the 
mains. The mains, on the whole, were not so bad as I have seen them in 
other towns, but the service-pipes were worse than any I ever saw. The 
mains and em would not have been available to the trustees for the proper 
supply of the town, if they had taken the old works. The only portion that 
would have been of any value whatever, as I conceive, to the trustees, would 
have been the gasholder, which will hold about 35,000 feet. The nine 
retorts and apparatus should be taken at about £20 a retort, and such meters 
as may have been found in the houses. I should never use the mains in case 
the trustees took the works. The trunk-main might be made of service, but 
all the rest are unfit, particularly from their size; they are too small. 
should say that £3000 would represent the entire value of the old works to 
the trustees. The accounts of the company which have been issued enable 
me to state that the quantity of gas made is incorrect as given by their engi- 
neers. I see that last year the company received for gas £649 7s. 3d. Now, 
if ae; | sold their gas at 4s, 2d., the quantity sold must have been 8,291,000. 
Mr. Penny has told us that the quantity of coal used last year was 1067 tons, 
and that divided between the quantity I have given you, shows that the 
amount of gas obtained from a ton of coal was 8117 feet; the rental, 
£1727 6s. 2d.; and the charges for coal, which are put down at £537 3s. 1d. 
for 1067 tons, give each ton of coals at a cost of 10s., as near as possible. If 
they make, as they say they do, 8117 feet of gas from a ton of coals, they 
ought to have produced in their works 9,739,400 feet, or 1,198,000 feet more 
than they did produce, because they tell us in evidence that the quantity of 
gas sold was 7,841,000 feet, and the leakage was about 10 per cent. upon 
that—namely, 800,000 feet—making the quantity of gas made 8,641,000 
feet. The universal principle admitted by all gas engineers is to allow one- 
sixth of the quantity of gas made for leakage. I never knew an instance, 
nor did anybody living, of gas being supplied to a town like Maryport with a 
leakage so small as 10 per cent. This is accounted for by the circumstance 
of Mr. Penny being told certain things; he was only five hours in the town, 
and could not have thoroughly inspected the works and mains in that time. 
I have not gone into the question of the consumption of the town and 
harbour lamps. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: It would not be possible to prove every 
calculation before an arbitrator, not even if I were one. An arbitration is a 
most uncertain court, and involves immense expense. The only way to 
arrive at what should be paid for these works is for the company to come and 
make an offer to the trustees ; then a lump sum could be fixed and agreed on. 

Mr. Denison: On whose authority are the trustees to give that sum ? 

Witness: The proposal was to come from the gas company. If some 
arrangement is not come to, one party or the other must be ruined. The 
trustees are already masters of the streets. As gas lighting has been reduced 
one-half since the construction of the works, that ought to be taken into 
account. They say that their works are worth £12,000 whilst we have data 
to show that we have new ones of double the capacity, with new and sound 
pipes for £8000. They have only spent £6700. I told the trustees some 
time ago that the works were of little value. I came to the conclusion that 
they were worth about £7 or £8 a share ; but, inasmuch as there was a good- 
will, they might give £10 a share. The company, however, stuck out for £16 
a share, but as soon as the new works were started they came down to £12, 
and ultimately to £11. The difference, then, between the trustees and the 
company was only £1 per share on £671, and £610 the debenture debt, making 
£1281, and that has led to all these disputes. It was owing to the stub- 
bornness of the gas company that the trustees have been forced to erect the 
works, The trustees have been put to an expense of £8000 through the 
stubbornness of the gas company. 

Mr. Denison: The more of that language you use the better I shall be 
pleased. Will oe answer 7 question ? 

Witness: What are you alluding to? 

Mr. Den1son repeated the question. 

Witness: I think the gas company ought to give up a good deal more, 
because they have put the trustees to the expense of erecting new works. 

Mr. Denison: Then what we learn is, that Mr. Stevenson is quite unable 
to calculate these things, that Mr. Penny’s evidence is worth nothing, and 
that you have constructed works upon a totally new plan, as all the gas-works 
in England have hitherto been constructed on a wrong 7 ? 

Witness : I say that no works in Great Britain that I have ever known or 
heard of have pipes of the same capacity that I have in these new works, and 
that through having them constructed on that principle I shall be in a posi- 
tion to supply gas at a much reduced rate, both in leakage, friction, and 
condensation ; that there is not such a thing as a single company in Great 
Britain that I have ever heard of who have their smallest pipes 3 inches in 
diameter. All of them have 2-inch pipes. At Maryport there are thousands 
of yards of pipes of only 1} inch diameter. When most of the works were 
made gas manufacture was in its infancy. The object of having small pipes 
was to economize the expense in money. The two companies at Whitehaven 
are not supplying in competition now ; they have an arrangement between 
each other. I am told they are supplying gas at 3s. 4d. I believe they use 
the local coal there, but without cannel, for this reason, that if cannel coal is 
used the illuminating power of the gas is increased, and the consumers bills 
are reduced in proportion to the quality of the gas. It is the interest of 
gas companies to make inferior gas where there is no competition. That is 
what they are doing at Whitehaven. after a fierce competition of seven or 
eight years. Somewhere about 1853 a new company was formed in oppo- 
sition to the old one. The price previously charged was about 4s. The new 
company sold their gas at 2s. 6d. per 1000. They were principally large 
consumers who formed it, and they did not take the rte of getting the 
consumers to sign contracts to te” «ss from them when their works were in 
operation. The old company then reduced their price to 2s., and for a 








number of years one company supplied gas at 2s. 6d. and the other at 2s. 
The latter company divided 2 per cent., while the other company got scarcely 
any dividend at ali, because its consumption was much smaller. Buta very | 
important question came out in connexion with those two companies, which || 
bears upon our case. As soon as the new works were made, the pro- 
prietors advertised to let the making of the gas by contract, the contractor to 
come to the place, and buy his own coal and make gas; and for years gas 
was delivered to the consumers at 1s. 5d. per 1000 feet. I do not presume 
we shall supply everybody in the town with gas. Gas-works ought always | 
to be made large enough for meeting an increasing consumption. The fault 
is that all large companies start with works too small, and that has been the | 
case with the Maryport Company. I do not think that the population of | 
Maryport has increased or decreased. If the price of gas had been anything 
like a reasonable one, the consumption would be quite double what it is now. 

I think, if we come into operation, we shall get nine out of ten of their 
customers from them. 

Re-examined by Mr. MunNpELL: Of course the price of gas would have a 
great deal to do with the area of supply; If we had only one-half the con- 
sumption of Maryport, we could sell at 3s. 4d. We could supply the district, 
but I should not recommend the trustees to doit. I think the committee 
might come in and settle the matter in such a way as to avoid arbitration, 
by suggesting what they think would be a fair amount to be paid. The 
committee, by naming a price, might prevent further law expenses and 
arbitration. A committee has done it before. In the Sheffield case (1854) 
the committee ultimately put terms upon us that the old company should 
buy the new one out. They bought them out at their cost price. The com- 
mittee fixed the cost price of their shares. 

Mr. MunDELL: Mr. Flintoff is not instructed by the trustees to make any | 
offer or suggestion. 

The CuarrMan : I never thought he was. ‘ 

Sir J. Duck wort (to witness): If you lay two mains, and they lay one, | 
how is it that yours laid in yards amounts only to 10,890, and theirs amounts | 





| 
| 
| 
| 


to 9142? 
Witness ; Because ours is actual reality, and theirs is ‘real estimate ; 
700 or 800 yards would have to be taken as the calculation. 
Sir J. DuckwortH: That would leave 8450 for theirs; how is it that | 
yours only amounts, if it is double, to 10,890, if it covers the same ground? | 
Witness : The reason is this: a great portion of our lighting mains con- | 
sists of streets. It is merely round the edge of the quays of the dock; and, | | 
of course, there can be only one main required there. 


The CHatrMAN: Your opinion is, from what you said just now, that you 
think, if the committee could be brought to do what, perhaps, they barely | 
have power to do, the best thing they could do for all parties would be to 
arrange this matter at some fixed price, and not send it to arbitration? 

Witness : My opinion is that the committee ought to settle the price be- 
tween the two parties, if they resolve that they will give the company the 
bill; but, rather than do that, they ought to fix the price. I} 

Samuel Hughes, Esq., examined by Mr. Launre. 


I am a civil engineer, practising in Westminster. During the last 20 
years I have paid special attention to gas-works. I have inspected the present | 
works at Maryport, as also those Pe. We were refused admission into 
the interior of the old works, and I only saw them from a cliff at the back. 

I think the new works very superior; they are at least double the capacity 
of the old ones. They will very shortly be completed, and will be able to 
give an efficient supply, no doubt, for many years to come, I do not agree 
with what has been said about the stationary condition of the town. The 
consumption of gas will increase very largely beyond the rate of increase of 
the population. Asa ag rule, where the population doubles itself in 30 
years, gas-works will double themselves in 10 years. The rate of increase 
in gas-works, nearly all over the kingdom, is at least 8 per cent. I do not, 
therefore, consider the present new works at all too large. They have several 
advantages over the old works. I consider the plan of having double mains 
in the streets very important as a means of diminishing the friction, giving 
a supply of gas at a better pressure. The service-pipes are not nearly sc 
expensive under the system of double mains, and being made of lead they 
are not _— to the oxidizing action of the wet soil, and in many respects are 
superior. I think a price of 2s. 9d. need only necessarily be charged when the 
new works are supplying at their full capacity. That would pay 5 per cent. ; 
1-10th of a shilling increase of price would pay every additional 1 per cent. For 
instance, to pay them 5 “¢ cent. the price would be 2s. 9d. or 2°75; to pay 6 
per cent. it would be 2°85, and to pay 7 it would be 2°95. I think they ought 
to begin to charge at 3s, 4d. ag? pan paid both for the town and harbour 
lamps is as nearly as possible 4s. 2d. on the quantity of gas supplied. I differ | | 
from Mr. Penny as to the consumption of the — —-} I think he | | 
over-estimates the quantity by halfa million. Lam sure 3} feet per hour! | 
is the very utmost these lamps burn; they do not burn 5 feet per hour, as |; 
surmised. I have applied meters to the public lamps of different towns, and | | 
I find that the quantity is reduced to 3} feet. Many towns burning 3} feet | 
are better lighted than where the companies charge 5 feet an hour on a/| 
system of guesswork. I agree with Mr. Flintoff as to the condition of the’ | 
company’s mains. The service-pipes, especially in the lower parts of the | | 
town, where the soil is damp, are excessively bad, and are oxidized to a) | 
fearful extent; and, wherever the soil adhering to them is broken off, there | | 
holes become apparent. I counted as many as eight or ten holes in one| 
service-pipe, and the escape of gas must have been fearful. In the upper | 
art of the town, where the soil is drier, they are not in such a bad condition. ‘| 
he old works, I should think, are about half the capacity of the new ones. | 
They ought not to have cost more than £4000. I conceive that £3000 or || 
£2500 would be their utmost value. The principal gasholder is about | 
35,000 feet in capacity, and there are two small holders of about 8000 feet || 
each. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dentson: 
I have often seen you here. 

Witness: I have not constructed any gas-works. 
bodies, corporations, and local towns authorities. 

Mr. Denison: The fact is, whenever there is a public body that wants to 
have a go at the gas company, they always send for you ? 

Witness: I can hardly say that I am not employed by gas companies, be- 
cause I am employed by important public bodies requiring gas-works, who 
will themselves be in the position of gas-companies. t have been a good deal | 
employed by public bodies against gas companies. 

Mr. Denison: As far as we know, that is the only capacity in which you | 
are employed ? 

Witness : I should not exactly say “‘ No” to that. I have been employed 
by gas companies. I give opinions to gas companies, and have been paid for 
them. 

Mr. Denison: But when we see you here, we know perfectly well that! 
there is a public body attacking a gas company. { 


What gas-works have you constructed ? | | 


I act chiefly for public! | 
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Witness : I have acted a great deal, I helieves for the public benefit, and 
much to the interest of companies, Their dividends have been raised to 
an incredible extent within the last few years, 


Mr. Denison: Dear me! what a benefactor you have been! 
Witness : It is not I only, but othérs. 


Mr. 7. A. Hedley, manager of the Bilston Gas-Works, examined by 
Mr. Laurie, said he had visited Maryport and inspected the new works, 
which he considered perfect, The system of laying the service-pipes was a 
very good one. The service-pipes of the old company were in a bad condi- 
tion, and their works would require reconstruction. The town at present 
was badly lighted. He estimated the value of the old works at £2500. 

Mr, Denison then replied on the evidence. He said that he was not at 
all responsible for the drawing of the bill in its present form. No parlia- 
mentary committee would say that the new works, about which they had 
heard so much in this case, should be wasted, and therefore he could not ask 
the committee to repeal the provisions of the trustees Act of last year; at 

the same time the trustees, if they were to purchase the old works, should 
bj be compelled to give what was reasonable ook fair. He proposed to insert 
in the bill words to the effect that it should not be lawful for the trustees to 
make and supply gas until they had purchased the works of the company, 
either by agreement or at a price to be fixed by arbitration; that in case an 
arbitrator did not give an award within a certain time, then reference should 
be made to the Board of Trade, who would appoint an arbitrator, such arbi- 
tration to be conducted in the usual manner under the Lands Clauses Act. 
He then proceeded to say that his learned friend, Mr. O’ Malley, had followed 
the old adage of abusing the plaintiff’s attorney most effectually. In a speech 
of unysual length he had dwelt upon the personal conduct of Messrs. ‘T'yson 
and Hobson, and had condemned those gentlemen in unmeasured terms in 
respect to the part which they had played between the trustees and the 
company. He (Mr. Dension) did not suppose that those gentlemen were 
very thin-skinned, or that they regarded his friend’s remarks with any con- 
cern or alarm. Allusion had been made to the case of the widow and chil- 
dren, and his friend had said that if it was necessary they should be ruined 
the committee ought not to scruple in doing it. The learned gentleman 
contended that the interests of the company ought to be considered. They 
had expended their capital on the works, and had supplied the town in a 
satisfactory manner for many years past. It was true they had no power to 
break up the streets, but still they had been allowed to do so without 
being under parliamentary control, and no objection until lately had 








||had said indicated their intentions. 


|| bill, 
|| works, and it was possible, in order that they might plead their condition 


been raised against them. The trustees, though they had power by 
their Act of 1833 to establish works of their own, had never ventured 
to do so, and it was evident that all along they had been satisfied 
with the supply which had been afforded them. Mr. Denison reviewed at 
length the position of the two parties, and said there was not the slightest 
pretence for the trustees saying they were not aware of the alterations in their 
bill with respect to the land. He was persuaded that what their solicitor 
The evidence of Mr. Flintoff threw a 
light on the whole affair. He had explained the reasons why the trustees 
wished for works of their own. His learned friend had commented upon the 
fact of Mr. Barlow not being willing to meet Mr, Flintoff in arbitration, He 
did not think any gentlemen of position would have done that; they would 
prefer not, meeting a roan who said such strange things as he did. There 
was, therefore, nothing unreasonable in Mr. Barlow declining to meet Mr. 


|| Flintoff in arbitration in a case of this kind. Again, the gas company were 
|| always ready and willing to arbitrate, but the trustees could not be per- 


suaded to agree to terms, and then the company, in order to protect their own 
interests, were necessitated to come before Parliament. It was a matter of 
notoriety in the town ‘that they were seeking further powers by the present 
The trustees, however, still determined to proceed with their new 


before the committee, that they had pushed them forward with as much 
expedition as possible, so that they might be able to say that already they 
had expended upwards of £8000 upon them, and that, in the course of ten 
days or so, they would be finished, They had been in so great a hurry as 
even, he believed, to have acted illegally in the manner in which they had 
allowed tenders to be accepted. In conclusion, the learned gentleman 
solicited the committee to say, by their decision, that the preamble of the bill 
had been proved. 


The CHAIRMAN sBtated that the committee were prepared to announce their 
decision, but wished to know whether there was any chance of the parties 
coming to some arrangement. 


Mr. Dentson stated that hée should be willing to hear any suggestions from 
the other side. 
Mr. Munpett stated that he was instructed by his clients that they must 
abide by the décision of the committee of their own motion, and that. they 
could consent to nothing. 
The committee-room was then cleared. After some time the counsel and 
parties were again called in. 
The CHarrMN said: The committee find that so much of the preamble as 
relates to constituting the gas company a parliamentary company is proved ; 
that with respect to the repeal of section 78 of the Maryport Gas Act, 1868, 
the committee will not permit provisions entirely to repeal that section, but 
will require that provisions be inserted in the bill to restrain the trustees 
from making gas upon the lands referred to for any other purpose described 
in the 104th section of the Act of 1866; that this restriction shall cease 
whenever hereafter the trustees shall purchase the property of the gas 
company; that on a requisition from the trustees the gas company shall sell 
to them, either by agreement or arbitration, the property of the company ; 
that to facilitate this a clause be introduced to empower the trustees to pur- 
chase on arbitration; that if, within three months of the proposal to pur- 
chase, no agreement has been made, or the arbitrators have not been ap- 
pointed, or if the arbitrators fail within one month of their appointmént to 
make their award, the Board of Trade shall, on the requisition of either 
party, appoint an arbitrator, whose decision shall be final. 

Mr. Mounpetu: Sir, we shall make our bow to the committee; I have no 
other instructions. 

The CuarrMaNn: The committee have also agreed upon the price of the 


gas. ; ‘ 
Mr. Dentson: Will you tell me what the committee have settled as the 

price ? 

The CHatrMan: 4s. to 5s. 





Monpay, Maxcu 22. 
The agents, this day, attended with the bill, when the several clauses were 
gone through, alterations being made in them in accordance With ‘the ‘bug- 
gestions of the committee. 











DUKINFIELD AND DENTON LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH BILL. 
Monpay, Marca 22. 


Mr. Munpett, Q.C., appeared for the promoters; Mr. Ricwarps, Q.C.; 
for certain inhabitants of Houghton; Mr. AsPLAND for the Hyde Gas Com- 
pany; and Mr, Rounp for the Stalybridge Gas Company. 

This was a bill for enabling the Local Boards of Health for Dukinfield 
and Denton, near Manchester, to acquire the undertaking of the Dukinfield 
Gas Company, incorporated in 1854. The company has been for some time 
past supplying gas within ro much of the township of Dukinfield as is not 
situate within the limits of the town of Stalybridge, the township of Newton 
the village of Hooley Hill, and the division of Audenshaw; the chapelry of 
Denton, and the township of Houghton adjacent thereto, An agreement 
was entered into between the company and the two local boards, that the 
latter should purchase the gas-works for the sam of £51,000, as from the 
30th of June last; and to enable them to do this, powers were asked for in 
the present bill. The expediency of the Denton Local Board having power 
to acquire lands whereon to erect gas-works within two years of the passing 
of the Act, was also a peculiar feature of the bill. The limits of supply by 
the two boards jointly were proposed as follows:—The townships of Denton 
and Houghton, which are contiguous, the district of the Dukinfield Local 
Board, the town of Newton, Hooley Hill,and Audenshaw; but that no por- 
tions of the two latter places should be supplied without the previous ¢on- 
sent of the Ashton Gas Company, The maximum price to be charged by 
the local boards was inserted at 5s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. 

The petition from, Houghton was signed by 242 persons, and it stated 
that under the Act of 1854 there was not only a certainty that the price of 
gas consumed by them should not exceed 5s. per 1000 cubic feet, but that 
there was a benefit in the way of deduction in the price of the gas of all 
profits which might be made by the Dukinfield Gas Company beyond the 
rates thereby limited; that the effect of the Act of 1854 was that the com- 
pany had been for some time supplying gas within their district, including the 
town of Houghton, at the rate of 4s, 6d., allowing a further discount upon 
that price for cash payment; that by the bill it was proposed to increase 
the maximum price to 5s. 6d.; that bill, if passed, would therefore enable 
the local board to charge for the gas supplied a price in excess of what 
they at present paid, and at the same time to make an unlimited amount of 
profit without giving them and other consumers the benefit of any part of 
such profit in the shape of reduction of price; that as the town of Houghton 
was not within the district of either of the local boards, the petitioners 
would thus not participate in the profits to be derived by way of reduction 
of taxation; and, in conclusion, they urged that the bill was unjust and 
unfair, and that they would be injuriously affected if it passed into law. 

The Hyde Gas bony = | petitioned on the ground that when, in 1855, 
they were applying to Parliament for an Act to incorporate their company, 
and included in their district Newton, Denton, and Houghton, which the 
Dukinfield had by a resolution undertaken not to oppose, on the 15th 
of January, 1855, Mr. Thornbury, one of their directors, reported that Mr. 
Ogden, the chairman of the Dukinfield Company, had proposed that they 
would undertake not to sell gas in Newton, on condition that they (the 
Hyde Company) would give them a like undertaking not to sell gas in 
Denton; this proposal was agreed to, and on the faith of it the directors of 
the Hyde Company at once ordered the townships of Denton and Houghton 
to be struck out of their bill. On the 16th of March, to the great surprise 
of the Hyde Company, the Dukinfield Company, instead of carrying out 
the arrangement, came to a resolution that, upon the Hyde Company con- 
senting to withdraw their opposition to the Dukinfield Gas Company’s bill 
then before Parliament, the Dukinfield Company would not oppose the in- 
troduction of Denton and Houghton into any bill for which the Hyde Com- 
pany might at any future time apply to Parliament; that they (the Hyde 
Company) had power to break up the streets in Newton, where, at great 
expense, they had laid down pipes and mains, and had supplied gas for 
some time past, which the Dukinfield Company had not done; that the 
townships of Newton and Hyde form one compact town; that they were 
supplied with water from the same works, which are constructed in Hyde; 
and they therefore submitted that the Dukinfield Gas Company ought not, 
under the circumstances, to be allowed to transfer their undertaking, 
except upon the condition that the town of Newton should be excluded 
from their limits of supply. 

Mr. MUNDELL, in opening the ease for the promoters, explained the posi- 
tion of the different townships. Dukinfield is a place of something like 
17,000 inhabitants, and isin the coal and collier district near Manchester. 
Denton is contiguous, and Houghton is sepatated only from it by one tain 
street—in fact, they form one town, but were under different management. 
The local boards of Dukinfield and Denton, by the bill, proposed to buy the 
works of the Dukinfield Gas Company at a price of £51,000, which amount 
had been mutually agreed upon, In two years Denton was to erect works of 
its own, and then it will include Houghton in its limits of supply, and 
Newton would fall to Dukinfield, so that the present area would be divided 
between the two companies. The gas company had been prosperous, 
and, of course, its trade had become valuable. In arriving at the £51,000, 
they had multiplied their profit by 20, the concern bring equal to 20 
years purchase, and by that means had fixed the amount to be paid 
the local boards. ‘fhe position of the company, he wished to say, Was a 
sound one; good dividends had been paid, and a certain sum had been 
cartied forward to the reserve-fund. Against the bill was a petition from 
the Hyde Gas Company, the purport of which he briefly explained. By an 
Act of 1855 the Hyde Company obtained powers to carry their tains into 
Newton, which the Dukinfield Company had not as yet supplied, but with 
respect to which town they now asked for powers. The Dukinfield Company 
had always behaved well, and by the evidence he intended to call he should 
show the committee that the Hyde Company, if Newton was tee 
under the present bill, would not receive the injury they imagined. They 
would not be prevented from continuing their supply, but it might be that 
the Dukinfield Company, having an extended area, would in course of time 
be able to send ont their gas on a cheaper scale, and so secure a majority 
of the consumers. With regard to the Houghton petition, he might say 
that Houghton and Denton were only divided by a street, and therefore it 
would be the object of the Denton Board, when their works were finished, 
to supply that towr. At present it was supplied by the old company ata 
rate of 48, 6d. per 1000 feet, and to large consumers reductions were made, 
making the charges virtually 3s. 9d. or 4s., if the accounts were paid within 
a month. Upon those charges the company had paid dividends at the rate 
of 8 and 10 per cent. The money which it was proposed to raise for the 
purchase of the works was to be borrowed on security of the rates, to_be 
repaid in 80 yéars. The capital of the Company was to be £60,000. The 
committee would see that the promoters proposed to do exactly what was 
done in @very case where the works of a private company were to be trans- 
ferred to & public be {t had been said that a different price might be 
chfirgéa to the inabitants ‘of Honghtoh to that charged to the people of 
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Denton, so that Denton would réap the advantage in 4 reduction of their 
local rates; but this wa8 not the case, By the bill they proposed to charge 
the same price to both towns, and therefor any objection on that score 
was remoyed, 

Mr. RicitAkps: Large constimers now oiily pay 3s. 9d., whereas by the 
bill you propose to charge them 5s. 

Mr. Munpett said that 58, was the maximum char They were told 
by their engineers that Denton could set up works of its own, and supply 

oughton at 3s. 4d. If the cottipany attempted to raise the price to con- 
sumers, of course they had the remedy in their own hands. The Staly- 
bridge petition, he believed, was only on clauses. They had laid down a 
small quantity of bh gg: and had supplied exclusively for some time a 

rtion of the district of the Dukinfield Company with the consent of the 
jocal board. They had tried to settle their differences by arrangemient, 
but the efforts had been unsuccessful, and the Stalybridge Company now 
petitioned against the bill. 

The following evidence was then called:— 

Mr. J. Chadwick, examined by Mr. MuNDELL. 


I am a magistrate, a large millowner, and a director of the Dukinfield 
|Gas Company. The company obtained their Act in 1854. The main has 
| been carried through intervening townships, which the company does not 
supply. Dukinfield has about 17,000 and Denton 6000 inhabitants. 
Houghton I should estimate at 4500. There is only a public street dividing 
Houghton and Denton. Practically our company has not as yet wep 
on: the town of Newton. We have paid 10 per cent.,except during the 
ast year. The original capital was £30,000, upon £20,000 of which we 
were entitled to 10 per cent. Upon the £10,000 we were entitled to 8 per 
cent, The whole of the £20,000 has been called up, and £4000 of the 
£10,000. We paid 8 per cent. last year, the reduction being caused by the 
high price of the material from which we make our gas. In 1867 and 
1868 we paid for cannel at the rate of 24s., 223, and 17s., making an 
average of over 20s, a ton. We were not at all wishful to sell our works to 
the local board. We came to an agreement in the end by which we should 
pay them £51,000, or £34 per share. £16 per share was paid up. We cal- 
culated our dividends by 20 years, so that upon our capital of £20,000 we 
Were to receive £40,000; upon the smaller amount at 8 per cent., £6400; 
upon our prospective profits, if we raised our capital, £4800. We then 
reduced the total from £51,200 to £51,000, and that price the local board 
have agreed to pay us. ; 

Cross-examined by Mr. RichArbs: The company light Houghton at a 
charge of 4s. 6d., but they make a deduction of 6d. for iramediate payment. 
There are deductions up to 1s. 6d. for very large consumers. The company 
is subject to the Gas Clauses Act. I am aware that, after we have paid 
our maximum prescribed dividend, we can put by a certain reserve-fund, 
|| and that all further profits go in the reduction of the price of gas. Iam 
|| afraid we have not made a great deal of reserve-fund. Iam not aware of 
any. We made some in past years, but then, when we did not make suf- 
ficient profits, we divided that reserve-fund to make up our dividend. We 
have reduced our price from the competition by the neighbouring com- 
panies. Houghton, in addition to its present price, will also have a pro- 
spective advantage of a decrease in the price of pes, when we have filled up 
our reserve-fund. In proposing to light Houghton, we entirely strike out 
all the clauses with respect to the prescribed rate of dividend; so that the 
local board, when they get the gas-works, can charge any rate they please, 
as far as dividend goes, if the consumers will let them. The consumers 
can destroy their monopoly by making their own gas. I do not think the 
inhabitants of Houghton will have much to complain of if they are put 
upon the same footing as those living in Denton. Ifthe local board make 
|a large profit, it will go, I presume, to the reduction of the rates; so that the 
large profit made from the consumers of gas in Houghton will go to the 
improvement of Denton. The Denton rates may be lessened, whilst the 
Houghton rates will not be affected at all by the profits. Houghton may, 
possibly, have the privilege of paying a large price for gas without reaping 
any of the benefits from the profits. The gas consumer is often taxed for 
the improvement of the town. I come here as an unwilling seller. We 
would rather have kept our property, though the iv goeiacag is to pay us 
£34 for every £16 we have invested. We do not look upon it as a good 
bargain, because we get nearly 5 per cent. upon the whole purchase, and we 
do not see how we could invest our money better. We know the property 
is as good to us at that price as selling it. We have no reason to doubt 
that we should not be able to make our full dividend. There is at present a 
gasholder at Denton, but no works there. I presume that the Denton 
people will want a return from Houghton for the money they may expend 
in the erection of the works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rounp: I know Oxford Road and Cheetham 
Hill, in the Dukinfield district, which places have been lighted by the 
Stalybridge Company. 
Cross-examined by Mr. AspLanp: I believe the Dukinfield Company has 
supplied gas to one small! factory in Newton. The company would have to 
carry their pipes through a considerable tract of almost unoccupied land to 
give them a supply there. The land may be occupied in a few years. 
Re-examined by Mr. MunDELL: If I were to have my gas raised, I should 
make my own. The money to be raised Will be secured upon the local 
rates. The public of Houghton will not have to pay anything in order to 
repay this loan. They will only have to pay for the gas, and that cannot 
be above 5s. 
The Commitrre: How was the settlement of £34 for your paid-up shares 
of £16 arrived at? 
Witness : We considered that we were entitled to 20 years purchase upon 
£2000 per annum, which is £40,000, and that we were entitled to 8 per 
cent. upon £10,000. There is not the slightest doubt but that the money 
could be borrowed at 43 per cent. We believe we shall be able to pay 10 
per cent. in future, because the price of material has come down consider- 
ably—quite 30 per cent. 

Mr. J. Ogden, examined by Mr. MunpeE.t. 

I am the chairman of the Dukinfield Gas Company. The application to 
purchase our works came from the local board. We had difficulty in per- 
suading our shareholders to sell, but we ultimately concluded at the price. 
of £51,000, The shares were considered in 1868 to be worth £34 in the 
market. We never had much reserve-fund; we have just been able to pay, 
and that is all. The inhabitants of Dukinfield are anxious for the bill. 
They had said that we could not hold our works for long. They are 
satisfied with the bargain. There is the same kind of feeling in Denton. I 
think that Newton ought to be confined to our district. It has cost us 
more than any other place. We were petitioned against in regard to that 





place when before the House of Lords. We fought for the ground, but it 
cost us a good deal of méney. The distance is about three-quarters of a 
mile. We have not Idid our mains there yet, on account of the expense. 
At prébent we séhd gas to our holder at Denton—about a mile and a half. 








Newton ought always to be within the area of the Dukinfield supply. 
When we were in Parliament in 1854, the person who was supplying Hyde 1} 
with gas was a Mr. Booth, There were some gentlemen, I believe, in Hyde | | 
—amongst others a Mr. Thornbury—who were intending to get up a bill to | | 
supply that place in opposition to Mr. Booth. In April, 1854, our company 
came to the following resolution—* That both Newton and Denton be re- | 
tained in the Dukinfield Gas Bill; and that, on the Hyde Company with- 
drawing théir petition, and also the petition presented through their agency 
from Newton and Denton against the Dukinfield Bill, the cliairman be 
authorized to giye the intended gas company an undertaking in writing that 
the company will not oppose the Hyde Nong ra f including Newton and 
Denton in any bill which they may hereafter apply for.” When the Hyde) 
Company, therefore, camé to Parliament, they got power to supply Newton | 
brag cre I cannot say whether an agreement was come to in 1855 that | 
the Dukinfield Company would not sell gas in Newton, on condition that | 
the Hyde Company would give them a like undertaking not to sell gas in| 
Denton. There might have been a resolution to the effect that if the Hyde | 
Company consented to withdraw their opposition to the Dukinfield Bill, the , 
Dukinfield Company Would not oppose the introduction of Denton and 
Houghton into any bill for which the Hyde Company might at any future | | 
time apply to Parliament. |} 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps: We were at first a joint-stock company 
with £20,000 old capital. We obtained our new capital at 8 percent. I 
caniot say anything as to whether it is fair and reasonable that Houghton 
should be called tpon to pay a higher price for gas in consequence of the 
transfer of our company to Denton. There is a maximum price for both | | 
places. I do not know of any local board borrowing money upon the |/ 
credit of its gas-works being under an obligation to raise a sinking-fund., | 

Cross-examined by Mr. AspLAND: We have supplied beyond Newton. We} 
have not a single point there at present. The resolution, in 1854, to the |} 
effect that both companies were to be allowed to supply gas within Newton | 
and Denton, and that the Dukinfield Company would not oppose any appli- | 
cation to Parliament by the Hyde Company, I consider to be binding| 
now. Ido not know that the Hyde Company have been supplying the 
whole of Newton. [ do not dispute that they have. 





TvrEspay, Marca 23. 
Mr. P. Rothwell, examined by Mr. MUNDELL. 

Iain a coal proprietor, living at Denton, and chairman of the local} 
board. I pay about one-eighth of the local burdens. It is the wish of the| 
inhabitants that the gas-works should be purchased. There has been much | 
unpledsantness about the breaking up of the streets, which it is desirable | 
to putan end to. There is no intention to ease the rates by raising the| 
price of gas. The receipts from Houghton for gas are something like £600 | 
per annum. If we were to charge them a higher price, it would cause 
them to make gas themselves. I consider the price to be paid a fair one. | 
Denton is a place rapidly increasing towards Manchester. 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps: I have never supplied coals to the 
company. Our object in putting 5s. into the bill is because we cannot tell | 
what may happen’ I am aware that at Houghton large consumers are | 
at present paying 3s. 9d. I am aware that the profits would go towards | 
—s Denton; Houghton, on the other hand, would have no chance 
of loss. 

Mr. John Hartley, examined by Mr. Munpett. 

I am an owner of property in Dukinfield. There is a great desire that 
the bill should pass. It is desirable that Newton should be included in the 
a area of supply. The large manufacturers are anxious for our gas. 

think the local board would be justified in paying £51,000 for the works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AsPLAND: There has been no intimation given | 
that the manufacturers of Newton would take gas from Denton. 

Mr. W. Longworth, examined by Mr. MunDELL. 

Iam the manager of the Dukinfield Gas-Works. We have a pipe which 
conveys gas for service at Denton, where there is a holder. That pipe 
passes through places which we cannot supply without leave. Land will| 
be required at Denton for the new works there. The company have no 
mains in Newton. It is desirable that the right to supply that town should | 
be reserved to us, I have made a table showing what our capital has been | 
at different periods, the revenue, the dividends paid, and the number of our 
consumers, In 1855 the capital account was £12,198; revenue, £3199; divi- | 
dend, 9 per cent.; consumers, 663. In 1860 the capital account was £15,914; | 
revenue, £4689; dividend, 10 per cent; consumers, 1750. In 1865 the capital | 
was £22,476; revenue, £4781; dividend, 10 per cent.; consumers, 1897. In| | 
1868, capital, £27,740; revenue, £6378; dividend, 8 per cent.; consumers, | 
2511. 1 have a summary for the four years (exclusive of 1868), showing | 
the average gross receipts. In Dukinfield there were £3054; in Denton, ' 
including Houghton, £2032; total, 5087. The net receipts were £2745 
and £1829; total, £4574. Upon those figures discount has to be allowed. | 
In 1868 the Dukinfield gas receipts were £3418 net ; Denton, £2026 ; total, | 
£5444. The receipts from Houghton in the year were £640 net. It is 
desirable to keep Houghton, because, of course, it will increase our revenne, | 
whilst our general expenses and capital will be the same. We reduce our! 
prices on a sliding scale. If a man consumes more than 4 millions, the| 

rice charged would be about 3s. At Hyde the price is 6d. more than ours. | 
Materials rose last year, in consequence of a strike, and we were obliged to 
send to Wales for our cannel and to Silkstone for our coal. The prices} 
were just doubled in consequence. 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps: We insert 5s. in our bill to provide 
for any future loss that may arise. We did not raise the price of our gas | 
during the strike, but our dividends were reduced. 

Mr. John Brooks, examined by Mr. Munvetv. 

I am solicitor to the Denton Local Board. I remember the negotiations in 
1855. The Hyde Bill was lost on Standing Ordeis. A second bill was 
brought forward with leave, and it was unopposed in consequence of the | 
understanding which had been come to. I do not think that Houghton will 
suffer any injury from being supplied from Denton. 

This was the case for the promoters. 

Mr. RicHarps addressed the committee on behalf of the Houghton peti- 
tioners, submitting that they were entitled to great consideration at their 
hands. At present they were supplied with gas by the Dukinfield Com- 
pany at a price of 4s.,and large consumers 3s. 9d.; but by the bill it was | 
proposed to increase the rate to 5s., so that they took it for granted that 
their interest would be materially affected by the bill. Although they said 
that their intention was not to raise the price from what it stood at the 

resent time, there was nothing to prevent them doing so, so as to prejudice 
oughton. The Denton people might benefit by the bill, but it was evident || 
those residing at Houghton would remain as they were, as far as benefits \| 
were concerned, with the prospect, in addition, of having their rates in-| 
creased when the ldcal board should see fit todo so. They had been told | 





























to trust to the good faith of the local board of Deutor. That was ali non-| 
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sense, for they might just as well rely upon the promises and good faith of 
a |e aan vestry. 

Mr. Munpe vt: Or a gas company. 

Mr. RicHarps: Not a company like yours will be, certainly. 

Mr. AspLanp said, before he addressed the committee, he wished to call a 
witness or two as to the agreement. 

Mr. Thomas Thornbury, examined by Mr. AsPLAND. 

I am a magistrate of Cheshire, and a director of the Hyde Gas pgp nee 
which was registered in 1854. In 1855 we went to Parliament to supply 
Denton, Houghton, and Newton with gas. By resolution the Dukinfield 
undertook not to oppose our bill on certain conditions. It was said that, if 
the Hyde Company would withdraw Newton, Houghton, and Denton from 
their bill, the Denton Company would withdraw Newton from theirs. I 
communicated the poposal to my board, the same as it was made to me by 
Mr. Ogden, the chairman of the Dukinfield Company, and a meeting of the 
directors was called to consider it. The first bill of the Hyde Company, 
which contained Denton and Houghton, was thrown out on Standing Orders, 
and on the 9th of March leave was given to deposit another bill, and that 
contained Denton and Houghton. 
of the Dukinfield Company that they should have Newton out of their bill, 
on the understanding that Houghton and Denton should be left out of ours. 
A deputation went to the Dukinfield directors, and received from them an 
undertaking to the effect that whenever we sought powers to embody 
Newton and Denton in our bill they would not oppose us. The proposal 
came from the gas company themselves, through Mr. Ogden. Our object 
was to save competition. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MunpELL: Houghton and Denton were struck 
out of our bill. The Dukinfield Gas Company were not to sell gas in 
Newton. 

By the Committee: The Hyde Company are willing to continue the 
supply. The inhabitants desire no change. 

y Mr. AspLanp: Denton was common ground to both companies. 
Mr. W. Smith, examined by Mr. AsPLanp. 

I am high bailiff of the county court at Hyde, and secretary to the gas 
company. We have expended over £1600 in laying down mains in Newton. 
The revenue from the consumers there in 1868 was £703. 

Mr. AsPLAND, in addressing the committee, said that the two companies 
were established in 1854, the Hyde being a little later than the Dukinfield, 
being registered in August of that year. They proposed to supply Denton, 
Houghton, and Newton, and the Dukinfield Company the same three town- 
ships. Competition was threatened, and then some alterations took place 
in to the two areas of supply—the Hyde Company taking Newton, 
and the Dukinfield, Denton and Houghton. A subsequent bill was brought 
in by the Hyde Company, to which the Dukinfield, by arrangement, 
offered no opposition, and Denton, Newton, and Houghton were left out 
entirely on the faith of a proposition made by Mr. Ogden, the chairman of 
the Dukinfield Company. The Hyde Company, however, took upon them- 
selves to supply Newton, and for 15 years they had never been interfered 
with by the Dukinfield Company. The Hyde Company, therefore, sub- 
mitted that the Dukinfield Company ought not to be allowed to enter 
Newton, it being perfectly inconceivable why they should have included 
that town in their bill. 

Mr. Munpett, in reply, said the question would be whether there was 
any agreement; if so, what was the nature of it, and under what circum- 
stances was it made? Was it such a one that Parliament could give 
its sanction to? He was not there to impugn Mr. Thornbury’s recollection 
or his want of good faith—he was a gentleman whose position was much too 
high for that—but what was it he had said? He had said that the arrange- 
ment was that Dukinfield was not to supply gas in Newton, and Hyde was 
under the same restriction with regard to Denton; so that it would be seen 
that Houghton was left out of the question altogether, accidentally, it would 
appear. There might have been some sort of understanding between the 





'| companies compatible with public interests at that time, but he thought 


the committee would abstain from doing such a thing as striking out the 
town of Newton or Houghton from the bill on a quasi undertaking such as 
that which had been alluded to, or that to allow them to continue would 
be contrary to public interest and public policy. Why the public of 
Houghton should be deprived of gas because there was a possibility that 
some of them might have to pay a trifle more in price, he could not under- 
stand. He submitted that his learned friend, Mr. Richards, had not made 
out his case. Men of experience, by looking at the surrounding circum- 
stances of the case, would see that it was impossible that Houghton could 
be injured. Then, as to Newton, they were asked both on public and pri- 
vate grounds to exclude it from the bill. If such a result was arrived at, 
it would be clear that the Hyde Company would never be able to supply 
Denton. It was contrary to public policy for the committee to deprive 
Newton of a better supply simply because it had been said that some pri- 
vate understanding had been come to. In conclusion, he asked the com- 
mittee to say, by their decision, that the preamble of the bill had been 
substantially eaten and that Newton ought not to be struck out from 
their limits of supply. 

The Cuatrman: If we exclude Newton, the arrangement as to the 
£51,000 would fall to the ground—the whole thing would tumble over. 

Mr. MunDELL: I would not say so. 

The CuarrMAN: It looks to me like that. 

The room was then cleared, and, after the committee had consulted for 
some time, 

The CHAIRMAN said the unanimous decision of the committee was that 
the preamble of the bill was not proved. 


Mr. Rounp said, on behalf of the Stalybridge Gas Company, he had to 
apply for costs. He submitted that his clients had been brought before the 
committee vexatiously and unreasonably. The Stalybridge Company had 
for years supplied Oxford Road and Cheetham Hill, both in the district of 
Dukinfield, on the suggestion and at the invitation of the Local Board of 
Health. They were in that district by the acquiesceuce of the board, and 
from 1857 to the present time both places had been supplied by them to the 
satisfaction of everybody. Ifthe local board had obtained the bill, it would 
have suited them to light the Oxford Road and Cheetham Hill now, because 
the district had increased both in buildings and population, and it was 
worth their while to take it under their control. The Stalybridge Company 
had offered to relinquish the ground on compensation terms, and had named 
Mr. Emmett as the valuer. The mains, &c.,in Oxford Road were offered at 


|| price of £80, but it was rejected, and in consequence the company were 


compelled to protect themselves, and to petition against the bill. Had the 
Act been obtained, the streets would have been under the control of the 
local board, and therefore the Stalybridge Company would have been de- 
prived of all power for lighting the district in future. 

Mr. RicHArps applied for the costs of his clients to be allowed by the 
committee, and 





It had been proposed by the chairman | 
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Mr. AsPLAND made a similar application. 
Mr. MunpELt opposed the applications, and said the question which the 
committee had to consider was whether the petitioners had been brought 
before Parliament in an unreasonable and vexatious manner. They had 
never heard of the Hyde Company until the petition was presented. The 
directors of the Dukinfield Company had no recollection whatever of any 
such arrangement as that stated having been entered into. The bill was 
ene reasonable, and the issue was one that was fairly to be tried. The 
oughton petitioners had every opportunity of arranging before the bill 
was brought into committee, and the Stalybridge petition was on clauses 
only, so that the expenses of that company might have been very small 
indeed had they chosen to appear at the proper time. Under all the cir- 
cumstances, it was hard that the promoters should be asked to pay costs. 
There was nothing unreasonable or vexatious, and therefore he prayed that 
the applications of his learned friends would not be granted. 
The CommitTTEE refused to grant costs in either case. 


Zegal intelltqence. 


STAFFORD ASSIZES.—Monpay, Marcu 15. 
(Before Mr. Justice Keatine and a Common Jury.) 
SMITH ¥. THE SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 

This was an action to recover compensation for an injury sustained by 
the plaintiff through the alleged negligence of the defendants. __ 

Mr. J. O. GrirFits and Mr. Youne were counsel for the plaintiff; Mr. H. 
Matthews, Q.C., and Mr. Jer for the defendants. f 

The plaintiff was a working engineer. The defendants were incorporated 
by an Act of Parliament passed in 1853 for the purpose of supplying various 
places with water, and, among other things, were empowered to } vavannnaany 
and did purchase, the undertaking of the Dudley Water-Works Company, 
established by Act of Parliament in 1834. The latter company, under the 
authority of the Act, had laid down certain mains, and constructed taps 
which rose to the level of the road. One of these taps,on the 15th of 
October, 1867, projected slightly above the roadway at Sedgeley, over which 
the plaintiff fell on that day and broke his leg. It was conceded that the 
tap was uot in itself out of repair, and it was contended on the part of the 
defendants that the surveyor of the highways was liable for the injury, as 
the road had been worn, leaving the tap projecting. The plaintiff's counsel 
relied on the fact that the defendants were in possession of the property, 
— contended that they were bound to adapt the tap to the level of the 
road, 

Ultimately it was agreed to state a special case between the parties, sub- 
ject to which a verdict was taken for the plaintiff for damages agreed upon 
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Mitscellaneous News. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
METROPOLITAN Boarp or WorKs—FrRipAy, Marcu 19, 


At the Meeting of the Board this day—Sir Joun Tuwarres in the chair, 

‘The Gas Committee brought up a report relative to the applications for 
the appointment of gas examiner. It stated that in pursuance of the refer- 
ence made to them on the 5th inst., they had considered the several appli- 
cations—twelve in number. All the applicants were invited to attend the 
meeting of the committee, and anak of them did attend, and were ex- 
amined as to their qualifications—viz., Mr. Anderson, Mr. Ansell, Mr. 
Burgess, Mr. Cook, Mr. Keates, Dr. Versmann, and Mr. Ward. A letter 
was at the same time received from Mr. Muspratt, withdrawing his candi- 
dature. A letter was also received from Dr. Redwood, stating that he was 
summoned elsewhere professionally on subpoena, and therefore could not 
attend the committee. Of the seven conliienes who did attend, the com- 
mittee expressed their opinion that four—viz., Mr. Anderson, Mr. Keates, 
Dr. Versmann, and Mr. Ward—were well qualified by their knowledge and 
experience for the office of gas examiner. ‘The committee, however, observed 
that, although they had named these four gentlemen in alphabetical order, 
they did not intend to express any opinion as to their relative qualifications 
for the office, and the candidates who did attend the committee, as well as 
the others, had been requested to attend the present meeting of the board, 
so as to enable honourable members, if they so desired it, to put any ques- 
tions to them. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor asked whether it was an instruction to the committee 
to name four. 

The CuatrMan: No. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor said in that case it would be better to allow. the whole 
of the eleven candidates to come before the board for them to exercise their 
discretion as to who was the most fitting for the office. He did not entertain 
any objection to the gentlemen named in the report, his only objection was 
to the committee going beyond their instructions, which was a dangerous 
practice on all occasions. 

Mr. NewrTon said the names were referred to the committee for some 
purpose or other. The whole of the members of the board were not present 
at the meeting of the committee, and therefore that object would have been 
entirely lost if the committee had not expressed their judgment after seeing 
the candidates. The whole of the candidates were invited to be present on 
this occasion, and it was competent to members of the board to ask what- 
ever questions they desired to put. 

Mr. SHAw believed that the appointment of an examiner was altogether 
unnecessary, because the board had not the slightest control over the gas 
companies, and had no power to enforce their orders upon them. It was, 
therefore, useless to expend the money of the ratepayers for such a purpose. 

Mr. Dresser Rocers said he was quite sure that if the gas consumers 
of the metropolis were canvassed, they would express a different opinion to 
that of the honourable member for Marylebone. 

Mr. FREEMAN denied that the committee had gone beyond their instruc- 
tions. The question was referred to them to see the several candidates, and 
having done so, it was surely their duty to report who, in their judgment, 
were best qualified for the appointment. They had done no more than that. 

Mr. H. t. Taytor : I beg your pardon, they have done more. They have 
recommended certain candidates, and in doing so have left out some of the 
best men. 

The CHarrMaN said the whole of the eleven candidates were now before 
the board for their selection. 

Mr. Hows remarked that seven of the number appeared under consider- 
able disadvantage after the recommendation in the committee’s report. 

The report having been received, the names of the candidates were read, 

















and Mr. Burgess, Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Wilmot not being present, = 
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struck out of the list. Dr. Redwood and Mr. Fewtrell not having attended 
the committee, were now asked whether they fully understood the nature of 
the duties of the office, and that they would be required personally to test 


|| the gas every day of the week, Sunday excepted, to which they answered in 


the affirmative. 

Mr. H.-L. Tayzor then moved a resolution to the effect that the appoint- 
ment be made on the understanding that no claim for compensation would 
arise in the event of the office of gas examiner being abolished by Act of 
Parliament or otherwise. 

Mr. Dauton seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Brncoop, it was resolved that the number of candi- 
dates be reduced by the first show of hands to six, and on the vote being 


taken there appeared for 
Mr. Anderson . . .. . << 8 
wn 6 <« « = © « «+ © 2 
aes + 6 e es wee 6S 
an +s « « ‘ss aa 
Cs ee ee eR 
ee . + S «6 «| ¢ o * ae 
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Me. We... 5 17 


The names of Mr. Fewtrell and Mr, Cook were therefore omitted. 
Successive shows of hands were taken for the remaining candidates, the 


‘| results being as follows :— 


Mr. Ansell . 

» Anderson . 15 13 

» Redwood . 17 14 18 

» Wad. . HB WY Bs 38 
Dr. Versmann. 22 18 19 15 Ii 
Mr. Keats . . 06 2% 2% 23 2% 

Mr. Keats was thereupon declared duly elected, and that gentleman 
briefly returned thanks. 

_Mr. NEwTon moved a resolution to the effect that the corporation of the 
pe | of London be requested to give directions to their examiner to forward 
daily reports of his testings to the board, and that the gas examiner ap- 
pointed by the board be directed to send copies of his reports to the 
corporation. 

Alderman Grpzons seconded the motion. 

Mr. H. L. Tayior said he was sure the corporation would be pleased to 
furnish every information in their power. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. Newton moved—“ That the Gas Committee be dissolved, and that 
the references to that committee be transferred to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee.” He said he had given notice of this motion in consequence of a 
resolution adopted by the board at their last meeting respecting the consti- 
tution and duties of the Parliamentary Committee, and he thought it would 
be more in harmony with their proceedings that all bills on the gas question 
should go to that committee. e had since understood that the proposal to 
dissolve the Gas Committee was objected to, and therefore, if the board 


merely remarking that he must resign his position there, having accepted 
the vice-chairmanship of the Parliamentary Committee. Beyond the gas 
bills now in Parliament, the only business before the Gas Committee was 
the question of subways, and probably it would be better to remit that to 











£189,165 3 7 


£158 12 2 
6,636 3 9 


Balance brought forward from last account. . . . 
Ditto of profitandloss . . . . 1... 1 sw ew ew 


£6,794 15 11 
The Cuarrman, in moving—“ That the report of the directors and the 
balance-sheet confirmed by the auditors be received, adopted, and entered 
upon the minutes,” congratulated the shareholders on the satisfactory state 
of the company’s affairs, and the steady progress of their business opera- 
tions. It was the constant endeavour of the directors to act on that prin- 





ciple which every one present would admit was best calculated to promote 


oe “ : > | th ding half year, makes tl yailable bal; £6794 1 
thought fit to contine it, he should leave the matter entirely in their hands, | eS dealin ohaenaaal ton doen ate ak 








question of the supply of gas to the metropolis was so important that he felt 
sure the consumers, who formed so large a portion of the constituents of the 
board, would be much disappointed if at this critical moment the committee 
having charge of this question were broken up. The board had several 
duties to perform under the Gas-Works Clauses Act, the Sales of Gas Act, 
and the Metropolis Gas Acts, 1860 and 1868, which required to be carefully 
considered, and for that purpose the Parliamentary Committee was not = 
perly constituted, their special function being to take cognizance of all bills 
in Parliament. The orders given by the referees, under the Act of last 
session, in relation to the testing of gas were regarded by competent persons 
as very unsatisfactory, and the working of that Act required to be most 
diligently watched, and this object could be best attained by leaving the 
matter in the hands of a committee. Probably it might not be thought 
necessary to have a special committee for the purpose, and therefore he 
would move, by way of amendment, that all the references to the Com- 
mittee, except the gas bills now before Parliament, be remitted to the Works 
and General Purposes Committee. 

The CuarRMAN said it could hardly be regarded as.an amendment. It 
was competent to the honourable member to move a resolution to that effect 
at any time without notice, but it would be better to carry the resolution 
now before the board. 

Mr. FREEMAN thought no motion was needed to carry out Mr. Rogers’s 
intention. All the questions he had referred to would go before the General 
Purposes Committee as a matter of course. 

The original motion, modified by the introduction of words remitting the 
Subways Bill to the Works Committee, was then put and carried. 


CRYSTAL PALACE DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held at 
the Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, London, on Thursday, March 25— 
Erasmus Wi1son, Esq., F.R.S., in the chair. t 

The Secretary (Mr. M. Ohren) read the notice convening the meeting, 
and the seal of the company was affixed to the register of proprietors. 

The following report, with the statements of accounts annexed, was 





| taken as read :— 


The directors have to report that the business and progress of the company have 
been satisfactory during the half year. 

The increase of the district supplied by the company will render necessary the 
erection of an additional gasholder—the tank to be constructed during the present 
year, and the gasholder the following year. 

The reports of the chemical adviser of the company, and of the inspectors of the 
parishes supplied by the company, continue to be favourable in respect of the purity 
and illuminating power of the gas manufactured. 

The directors going out of office by rotation are Mr. Frederic L. Linging and Mr. 
C. Lea Wilson; and these gentlemen, being eligible, offer themselves to the share- 
holders for re-election. 

The auditor going out of office by rotation is Mr. John Gray; and this gentleman, 
being eligible, offers himself to the shareholders for re-election. 

The balance-sheet for the half year to the 3lst of D ber last, appended to this 
report, shows the financial position of the company. ‘Che profits for the half year 
are £6636 3s. 9d., which, together with £158 12s. 2d., the unappropriated profit of 

Z lid, Out of this 
sum the directors recommend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. 
per annum on the preference capital, adividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum 
on the ordinary 7 per cent. capital, and a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum on the original capital, all free from income-tax. They also recommend that, 
out of the balance, the sum of £113 14s. 6d. be written off works renewal suspense 
account, £199 3s. 7d. off mains renewal suspense account, and £550 5s. - 0 








the Works Committee. law suspense account, and the balance of £213 17s. 5d. to be carried forward to 
Mr. D. Rocers objected to the dissolution of the Gas Committee. The | the profit of the succeeding half year. 
Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS, Half Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Amountforcoalscarbonized . . . . . . « + + £9,783 3 8 By Private rental, Michaelmas quarter £5,348 5 8 
Sr rr err, . « » ©-« © «6 ©%.s 23218 6 | Public ditto, ditto . ...., 1,245 9 1 
Trade charges . ae eae a ee 1,282 18 0 | Private rental, Christmas quarter 12,358 1 3 
Mains renewalaccount. ......-+ +6. 178 11 8 Public ditto, ditto 6 6 1,357 15 2 
‘Works renewal account. . . 5 . 1. 2. 2 + 2 o 784 8 9 | 20,309 11 2 
Rents, rates, andtaxes. . . 2. 1. 1 1 se 81413 8 | Meter-rental ‘ — 313 14 3 
Directors and auditors fees, se oe 530 0 0 Coke made for sale cee so Sao? 
Salaries and collectorscommission . . . . . . 1,027 12 10 ene aes SC ee 141 12 5 
a arias +6. sce mode <3” % 2,635 11 8 i om 6.4 050 & #8 170 12 4 
Interestonloams. . ... =... . " 679 9 5 es so 6 ee Rm tet 3410 8 
Bad debts and allowances on collection . 179 19 10 4,294 13 0 
Law charges Soa te ee a 19 6 8 Sulphate of ammonia—net profit. . . . .... 297 0 0 
Retort account . . 430 0 0 
£18,578 14 8 
Profit . . . 1... 6,636 3 9 
£25,214 18 5 £25,214 18 5 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Proprietors for paid-up capital— By Amount for plant,&c. . . . . - « £149,340 9 0 
000 preference shares,at £10 per shaue . . . £50,000 0 0 Works renewal (suspense account) ° ° 1,137 410 
5000 original shares, at £10 per share . " 50,000 0 0 Mains renewal (suspense account) . .. . . . . 41,991 16 2 
10,000 ordinary 7 per cent. shares, at Law charges (suspense account). . . . . +. + + 550 8 
£10 pershare. . . . £100,000 0 0 Freehold land . a te oe ct - 888617 8 
Less amount uncalled . . 50,922 0 0 Preliminaryexpenses . . . ... .. + + + 98,150 0 0 
ee 49,078 0 0 I is ms ce a ee le oe we ee 
Loansondebenture. . . . ....- . . 25,000 0 0 en. ee eae 5 
Amount due tosundry persons . . . . . .. . 47,114 6 1 Amount due from sundry persons, . . . . . « 1,058 16 8 
Contingent-fund— Invested in Consols from contingent-fund . ° ° 164 . 
Uninvested . . £1,013 16 2 Private gas and meter rental, Christmas quarter . - 12,51718 0 
Invested . . 164 5 5 Ss. ss x 6} +e ee Se te 244 3 
: a 1,178 1 7 Public rental (Christmas quarter), fittings, andarrears, 1,494 11 5 
Profitunappropriated . . . . . . 1 ee ee 158 12 2 SR 6s ee 8 ew eS 579 6 8 
EE 86.40 we we 8 oe! & ow ew 5 ee 


£189,165 3 7 


APPROPRIATION OF BALANCE, 


Dividend on preference share capital, at 6 per 





OH «ose vs svn vs « RIN 6 6 
Ditto on ordinary 7 per cent. capital, at 7 per 
mph ge Ot Pe Lee Te ee 1,717 14 9 
Ditto on original share capital, at 10 per 
cnn tt oe bee a ee 
————. £5,717 14 9 
Works renewal account, to be written off, £113 14 6 
Mains renewal account, to be written off. 199 3 7 
Law suspense account, to be written off . 550 5 8 
~—— 863 3 9 
Balance to be carried to next account . 213.17 5 
£6,794 15 11 


the success of such an undertaking—viz., a determination to adopt the best 
apparatus, and to practise the most scientific processes for manufacturing 
the best article that could be supplied to their customers at the lowest 
price. With works of this description it was nece to exercise fore- 
sight in the management, so as to provide beforehand for the demands of 
the district. In the case of the Crystal Palace Company, the district had 
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been, and was still constantly extending, and to the necessity which arose 
ont of this the directors referred in the second paragraph of the report. 
The work in connexion with the proposed new gasholder would be com- 
menced during the present year, and completed, as they hoped, in time for 
the exigencies of the winter of 1870. He was happy to repeat the state- 
ment made on former occasions, that the testing of the company’s gas by 
Dr. Letheby showed that the utmost eare and attention to the manufacture 
was given by their engineer and other officers, and the results of these test- 
ings were corroborated by the reports of those who examined the gas from 
time to time on behalf of the local authorities. A reference to the accounts 
would show that the profits of the last half year not only enabled the 
directors to recommend the dividends mentioned in the report, but also to 
write off certain portions from the three suspense accounts, and to leave a 
balance to be carried over to the credit of the current half year. 

Mr. J. Cuapman seconded the motion. 

Mr. Smitn asked whether, when the last gasholder was erected, it was 
not the intention of the directors to telescope it. 

Mr. H. P. Srepnensoy (deputy-chairman) said it was talked about, and 
doubtless would have to be done eventually, but, before its use could be 
dispensed with for such an alteration, it wouid be necessary to erect a new 
holder to enable the business of the company to be carried on. 

Mr: Samir said he thought the last new holder kad been but little used. 

Mr. SrepHENsON assured the honourable proprietor that he was under a 
great mistake. The company could not have gone through the last winter 
without it. The previous winter, owing to an accident, the company were 
put to great straits for gas storeage. 

Mr. Sirn expressed a hope that the directors would obtain plans and 
tenders before incurring so large an outlay. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said at present they had only resolved that a new gas- 
holder was necessary. Before they decided upon the outlay they would 
have plans and estimates before them. 

Mr. Smiru said he was glad to hear it, for he believed it had not hitherto 
been the practice, or else the late engineer would not have been allowed to 
oe up new purifiers, in one part of the factory, which the present engineer 

ad to remove before a foot of gas went through them. 

Mr. SrepHENson denied the accuracy of this statement. 

The CairMan said at the time the purifiers were erected, arrangements 
were in ory gr for a siding into the works, the plan for which was 
not then settled. When the present engineer came isto office, he found 
that the position of the purifiers, in relation to the siding and the gas- 
holders, was in the way of an economical arrangement of the yard, and 
jhe advised their removal. That was after they had been in operation 

for a considerable time, and the removal had been a great convenience in 
jthe working. 
Mr. STEPHENSON added that this alteration was regularly submitted to 
and received the previous sanction of the board. 

oe motion for the adoption of the report was put, and carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. GLAIsHER moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
}annum on the preference capital, a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per 
jannum on the ordinary 7 per cent. capital, and a dividend at the rate of 10 
|per cent. per annum on the original capital, all free of income-tax, be now 
|declared and be made payable forthwith, and that the following amounts 

be written off—viz., works renewal account, £113 14s, 6d.; mains renewal 
account, £199 8s. 7d.; and law account, £550 5s. 8d.” He thought the 
\resolution required no commendation, and the fact that, while paying their 
|accustomed dividend, the directors were able to write off such substantial 
jamounts from the suspense accounts, was the best proof the shareholders 
|could have that their affairs were wisely and economically managed. 

Mr. Pappown seconded the motion. 

Mr. SrewarpD asked whether the amounts proposed to be written off, 
together with the balance to be carried to next account, were now ina 
reserve-fund. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said the contingent-fund, which was uninvested, amounted 
to £1113, and there was a sum of £164 invested in Consols. The suspense 
/accounts arose principally from renewals of mains and works. These 
accounts had been objected to by some of the proprietors at former meet- 
lings, oe the directors had promised to write them off as rapidly as 
| possible. 

7 STEWARD said he hoped, in constructing their new tank, the directors 
would take proper precautions, so as not to have to do the work over again. 

Mr. HADLAND asked what was the diameter of the proposed new holder. 

The CuarrMan said 110 feet, which was the largest size they could erect 
on the site to be allotted to it. 

Mr. HapLAnD said he was glad to hear it, for, as a matter of experience, 
he believed a large single gasholder was far more favourable in working 
and less expensive in construction than a telescope holder of smaller 
diameter. 

The motion was put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Hapanp, seconded by Mr. WiLLrAMs, it was re- 
solved that Mr. Linging, a retiring director, be re-elected. 

Mr. Lineine returned thanks. 

On the motion of Mr. Wess, seconded by Mr. MArsu, it was resolved 
that Mr. C. Lea Wilson be re-elected a director. 

Mr. C. Lea Witson returned thanks, 

Mr. Gray, the retiring auditor, was re-elected ; and, in returning thanks, 
he said the books of the company were so admirably kept that to one who 
took pleasure in figures they were a source of great satisfaction. 

Mr. HipE moved a vote of thanks to the directors, which was seconded 
by Mr. Marsu, and cordially adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged the vote. 

The Rev. G. Pocock moved a vote of thanks to the auditors, which was 
seconded by Mr. Srewarp, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Purvis acknowledged the vote. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedings. 








BRISTOL UNITED GASLIGHT COMPANY. 
REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF GAS. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting was held on Thursday, the 18th inst., at the 
Offices of the Company, Canons Marsh, when the chair was taken by 
Mr. W. Naisx. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Townsend) read the statement of accounts and 
the report of the directors. From them it appeared that £49,540 odd shil- 
lings was the income of the company from all sources during the last half 
art £4293 of that being the receipts for public lamps, after paying for 
ighting. The report, after stating that the condition of the company con- 
tinued to be prosperous, and that the extended works in Ayon Street were 
so advanced that they would be ready by winter, recommended that a 
dividend at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum, on and after the 24th of 








March, be paid upon the original shares, subject to deduction for income- 
tax. The report also mentioned the death of one of the auditors, Mr. W. 
Bartram, and stated that it would be few of the business of the present 
meeting to elect a gentleman to succeed him. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said his experience 
was that short reports and short speeches were always desirable in trading 
companies of this kind, for the dividend was generally in inverse proportion 
to the length of both. The company had pursued an even and steady | 
course, and though, as one of the directors, perhaps he ought not to say it, | 
he felt convinced that the management, by adopting an honest, straight- 
forward policy—which was always the best policy—had contributed not a 
little to the satisfactory results which at each meeting they were enabled | 
to announce. Independently, however, of dividends, he felt that that com- | 
pany was in no undesirable position. His opinion was that gas and water | 
companies, by their operation, had conferred inestimable blessings on | 
society, and tended in a sanitary and social point of view to the ame- 
lioration of those places in which they were established. Macaulay, 
speaking of the introduction of lights into London in the reign of 
Charles II., remarked that that innovation had done more for the 
benefit of the metropolis than many an important revolution, though 
then it was only enacted that there should be a lamp placed before 
every tenth house between Michaelmas apd Lady Day. In Bristol, he 
need hardly say, such public accommodation, in point of light, would not 
be sufficient or satisfactory to the inhabitants. No one could ascend any 
of the eminences which surrounded Bristol, and notice the vast area over 
which the lights extended, the apparent myriad of lamps which glittered 
beneath the eye, without feeling what 9 heavy and grave responsibility 
attached to them and their engineer; and, in justice to the latter gentle- 
man, he must say he acquitted himself well and successfully in his depart- 
ment. There were one or two points of importance to notice. Since their 
last half-yearly meeting they had renewed their contract with the Board 
of Health for lighting the public lamps for three years, at a slightly reduced 
rate, They had done so without any collision with that body, and in per-| 
fect understanding and unanimity with one another. There was one 
important announcement he had to make—viz., that the committee had | 
determined to recommend a reduction in the price of gas to 3s. 3d. per | 
1000 instead of 3s. 6d., which had been the previous price. No doubt this 
would make a considerable difference in their receipts, but they felt that, | 
as @ company having a monopoly of lighting in that city, they were bound 
to observe good faith with the public, and whenever the financial condition 
of the company enabled them to make a reduction, to make it. They had 
done so, and no doubt they might expect to feel it to a certain extent in 
their income. Still, the supply of the company, like gas itself, was elastis; 
and they found that when a reduction of a largely consumable article took 
place, the increased consumption generally made up for the lowering of 
price. They hoped such would be the case in the present instance. They 
would at once, after the meeting, announce in the papers their resolution 
(if it were adopted by the meeting) to reduce the price of gas for all within 
the borough to 3s. 3d. from 3s. 6d., such reduction to take place from the 
1st of January last. There were several consumers without the borough, 
whose claims also would be fayourably considered. The chairman then 
moved the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, 
subject to the deduction of income-tax. | 

r. JosE seconded the resolution, stating that that dividend was the 
largest which the law would allow them to make. | 

The election of auditor was then proceeded with. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that several applications had been made, but out 
of them only three were eligible, as it was required by law that the auditor 
should be a shareholder in the company. Either of these three gentlemen 
who offered would have made an excellent selection, but after giving the! 
matter their careful consideration, the directors recommended thie election 
of Mr. Wilberforce Tribe to succeed Mr. Bartram. | 

Mr, JoserH Natsu (the chairman’s brother) rose and proposed for the | 
post Mr. Henry Grace, a gentleman whose ability well qualified him to dis- 
charge the duties. Another proprietor having seconded the nomination, a | 
show of hands was taken, when the decision of the meeting was declared | 
to be in favour of Mr. Tribe, who returned thanks for his election. 

Mr. Leecu then proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors 
for the ability and diligence with which they had attended to the affairs of 
the company, and the good judgment which they had brought to bear upon 
its affairs, 

Mr. Alderman Gixt, chairman of the Bath Gas Company, seconded the | 
resolution, and spoke of the business qualities of the directors, and especially 
of the ability and knowledge displayed by the chairman, Mr. W. Naish. 

Mr. Josr having taken the chair, 

Mr. Natsu returned thanks for the compliment paid to himself and brother 
irectors, and said it was with sorrow they all had to submit to the absence 
of their old chairman, Mr. George Thomas, from the post he had so well 
filled. Mr, Thomas had some time ago sent in his resignation, but his bro- 
ther directors, wishing still to retain his name among them, and clinging 
affectionately to the remembrance of his connexion with that board, had 
requested him to remain at least nominally on it. To this Mr. Thomas 
consented, on the condition that it was known he had tendered bis resigna- 
tion, and could not, owing to the state of his health, any longer give his 
time or labour to the affairs of the company. As for himself (Mr. Naish), 
he had, he said, been 35 years connected with the company, and he believed 
he might say that he had done his best to advance their interests. Of his 
colleagues on that. board, and of their diligence and attention, he spoke 
with the utmost confidence, though to a certain extent their efforts were 
very disinterested, as, while they worked as hard as any body of the kind, 
they were about the worst paid board in the country. His friend, Mr. 
Alderman Gill, was chairman of the Bath Gas Company, which, though not 
of half the extent of the Bristol one, yet paid its directors twice as much as 
the Bristol directors were paid. However, he (the chairman) did not eom- 
plain. They were paid as well as the Act of Parliament would allow, and 
they had themselves advised the framing of the Statute under which they 
were embodied. 

The meeting then broke up, it having been understood that the fall in the 
price of gas would be made public as soon as possible.—Daily Bristol Times, 








CAGLIARI GAS AND WATER COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Third Ordinary General Meeting of Shareholders was held at the 
Company’s Offices, No. 2, Moorgate Street, London, on Tuesday, March 16 
—Joun Barrow, Esq., in the chair. ’ 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting, and the following 
report and accounts were then submitted :— 

In submitting a statement of the receipts and expenditure for the two half years 
ending respectively June 30 and Dec. 31, 1868, the directors beg to remark that the 
gas-works did not commence operations until the 24th of February, and that during 
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the first few months the expenses g the op 
exceptionally heavy ; even at the end of the year little had been done beyond supplying 
the paime lights, the theatre, and a few of the shops. 

The ing in the d d is, however, most encouraging. The harbour is now 
about being supplied, and estimates are being made for lighting the principal club- 
house, some of the barracks, and many of the public and industrial buildings. The 
demand has been materially increased since the reduction authorized by the directors, 
at the manager’s suggestion, in the price charged for gas to private consumers, and 
the facilities given to the poorer inhabitants by the arrangements made for the 
renting of their fittings. 
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ing of the works were necessarily | profits exceed 7 per cent. 
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A reduction has likewise been arranged in the office 
improvement in the rate of exchange will almost 
entirely remove the heavy charge in this respect which appears in the last year’s 
accounts, and the temporary loan, on which a charge for interest was incurred, has 
been repaid. A reduction of upwards of £1700 on the year's expenditure will be 
thus effected ; this, together with the increase in the receipts which may reasonably 
be expected, will, in the directors estimation, fully realize the desired result. 
The yearly report received from the manager in Cagliari, a copy of which is sub- 
mitted to the shareholders herewith, is considered by the directors to be most satis~ 
factory. Mr. Aird and Mr. Fenn, who have recently visited the works, fully confirm 
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expenses in Cagliari. The 




















The directors are in communication with the authorities respecting a direct supply | this report, particularly as to the present condition and efficiency both of the gas 
of water to the houses, and they have reason to think that an arrangement will | and water works. ‘ 
shortly be concluded, by which many advantages will be secured to the inhabitants, It is gratifying to the directors to hear that the Prefect, the Syndic, and other 
and considerable additional profit gained by the company. Both the water and gas | authorities, express their entire satisfaction with the company’s arrangements, with 
works have been constructed on so extensive and substantial a scale, and are so com- | the state of the works, and with the manner in which the business is transacted by 
plete in their arrangements, that, without any additional outlay, they admit of an | Mr. Simmelkjér. They have much pleasure in acknowledging the perfect regularity 
immediate increase of demand to the extent of four times the present supply. The | with which the payments for the supplies have been made, and in congratulating the 
construction of the gas-works is so arranged that every portion of the works is in | shareholders on the company’s position and prospects. 
duplicate, and may, if occasion require, be worked separately. The usual sum of £150 has been added to the sinking-fund for the water-works 
The profits to the Slst of D ber are applicable to dividend on the capital sub- | concession, and the directors recommend that a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. on 
scribed for at that time; but the works being now complete, it will be necessary in | the capital subscribed be declared for the pust half year. This, with the interim 
future to provide for dividend on the whole capital expended, now amounting to | dividend paid in October last, will absorb £5904 0s. 7d., leaving a balance of 
about £144,000. To secure a continuance of at least the same rate of dividend, the | £1817 7s. 8d. to be carried to next account. 
directors have effected considerable reduction in the expenditure. They have entered Since the last meeting your directors, in pursuance of their powers, have elected 
into an advantageous arrangement with Mr. Fletcher, who will undertake the | Mr. Frederick Wigan to a seat at the board, The two directors retiring by rotation 
keeping of the register and books of the company at his offices, No. 2, Moorgate | are Mr. John Barrow and Mr. John Aird, who, being eligible, offer themselves for 
Street, The directors have also agreed to forego any remuneration until the net | re-election. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1868, Cr. 
F EXPENDITURE, RECEIPTS, 
Maintenance of water-works— Water— 
Reservoirs and filtersin Corunzio , . £5718 8 Subvention os eoe00 9 » ae Ss @ 
Dau. «¢ ss. + - «6 38 7 8 Cisterns . . a i ee 63 19 6 
Reservoir and mains in Cagliari, . 1066 4 0 ea Sa a ee eee 
£202 10 4 Supply beyond Cagliari . . . « « 11 4 1 
Gas manufacture— Dittoin Cagliari . 2. 2 « © 27 5 2 
Weges. . oo +. 0 ON 8 £4,962 15 5 
Coals . 2... © © © «© 442019 3 as— 
ns. +k we ace. woe oe o 47 46 Publiclamps. . wee 6h 
_—_— 726 17 10 Private lights > +» 2.8.2 88 12 7 
General charges in Cagliari— Gs « s+ 0 OO SS 152 8 
Re GS ose es Oe OOD — 110 9 
Office rent, stationery, travelling ex- 
Daas «6246s ee 6 8 7213 2 
480 211 
£1,409 11 1 
General charges in London— 
irectors remuneration . .. . . £250 0 0 
nn. + -« ee .o6 > % 1515 0 
Salaries of secretary and accountant . 100 0 
Office rent. CREEP SETI ae 
Stationery, bill stamps, and petty dis- 
i So os a bat a. 2211 4 
4388 6 4 
Exchange on remittances . . . 2. 2 1 es se 635 211 
Interests and discounts. . . 2. 2 6s 0 0 3 100 14 1 
So) 6. + 20% <0 oS Oty 75 00 
£2,658 14 5 
Balance—net profit for half year carried to general 
balanceaccount . . . 1. 2 2 0 eo ow 0 oo «62,0811 9 
£5,654 6 2 £5,654 6 2 
Dr, REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending December 31, 1868, Cr. 
. EXPENDITURE. RECEIPTS, 
Maintenance of water-works— Water— 
Reservoirs and filters in Corunzio - £65 3 3 Subvention . . . 6 « + «© « +&4,800 0 0 
OnE. . « « <. > 5 >. ee ee a ee ee 
Reservoirs and mainsin Cagliari . . 10716 1 a 6c s 6 ob eS 5 Se ee 
—_—_ £221 0 0 Supply beyond Cagliari . . . . . 33 4 4 
Gas manufacture— Ditto in Cagliari. . . . « = » 198 5 38 
Wages. . . + out. es £5,156 13 7 
Coals . 2 5.0 « Fe 625 4 5 — 
Stores . ee: oe oe 40 0 3 Publiclamps. . . > rose «asa 
—— 1,03017 @ Privatelights . ..... + + 939310 6 
General charges in Cagliari— Products , . . .-) b-<« 256 011 
Pe wee... se Ue 5 MES Se —_ 1,456 12 4 
Office rent, stationery, travelling ex- 
a ee ee |) a ae | 
569 13 1 
‘a inn 
1,821 10 1 
General charges in London— mae 
Directors remuneration . . . , . £250 0 0 
DENG: SoS ele ee 1515 0 
Salaries of secretary and accountant , 81 5 0 
POPES 5 us'' os 0 #2 9.0 + Oe 
Stationery, biil stamps, and petty dis- 
bursements. . . . . 1... . 2818 2 
” , 42013 2 
xehamge on remittances . . . . . 4%. 2 6 e 412 11 11 
Interests and discounts. . . . . . 4... se 79 8 8 
Os bc es + ee ew 8 75 0 0 
£2,809 3 10 
Balance—net profit for half year, carried to general 
wn + « 6 6 56 6 ¢ 2 ¢ ¢ « 3,804 2 1 
£6,613 5 11 £6,613 5 1 
Dr. CAPITAL ACCOUNT AND BALANCE-SHEET, December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Gas and water works— By Capital authorized by Memorandum and Articles of 
T amount expended, including preliminary ex- Association, 7500 shares, of $20each. . . . . £150,000 0 0 
penses, to December 31,1868, . . . ,. . £143,825 9 8 ginnene @ @ 
Cash atcompany’s bankers . . , a 746 9 3 Ditto, 5162 shares subscribed for December 31, 1868. .£103,240 0 0 
Sundry debts due tothecompany. . . . . . . 4. 3380 4 % Ditto, 1935 shares claimed by contractors for works . 38,700 0 0 
Stores on hand at Se a te Ee oe ee 520 0 0 Sundry debts due by the company . .. .- . « 1,504 1410 
Investment in share capital of company (sinking-fu 1d) ; 300 0 0 Sinking-fund J @¢ be Clee: s . * 304 18 0 
Interim dividend, paid October, 1868 “, , . . - . 269918 0 Revenue net profits— 
Balance from December 31,1867. . .£1,118 0 0 
Less revenue charges, applicable to that 
period, not thenincluded , . . . 7 
£921 14 5 
Half year to June 30, 1868 , op sme a ®D 
Ditto to December 31, 1868 . 3,804 2 1 
7,721 8 $3 
£151,471 1 1 £151,471 1 1 
hola CuairMan moved—“ That the report of the directors to the share- | and is hereby confirmed; and that a dividend for the half year endin ; the 
her tag and the statement of accounts as submitte, be and the same is | 3lst of December last, at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, be declared 
ire, “pproved and adopted.” payable on and after the 23rd inst.” . i é 
+ DICK se d the motion, which was carried unanimously. r. JoHN AIRD, jun., in seconding the motion, said he desired to confirm 
HAIRMAN moved—‘ That the interim dividen.d, at the rate of 7 per } what had been stated in the report as to the very satisfactory state of the 
cent. " that was left upon his mind 





works, and to speak also of the good impression 
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after the visit of Mr. Fenn and himself to Cagliari. He was bound to say 
that the whole of the works were in the-most satisfactory condition, and 
the future gy nerd of the company were regarded by their excellent repre- 
sentative, Mr. Simmelkjor, and also by the Prefect, the Syndic, and other 
authorities, as of the most encouraging nature. They all seemed to appre- 
ciate the efforts made by the ay: wy to carry out the concession, and spoke 
highly of the manner in which the business of the company was conducted 
by Mr. Simmelkjor. It was : + also, that he should state, with reference 
to the gas-works, of which Mr. Watson was the managing engineer, that 
the works did that gentleman the greatest possible credit. Everything was 
kept in perfect condition, and every exertion was evidently made to promote 
the utmost economy consistent with efficiency. Mr. Watson thought also 
the prospects of the company most encouraging, and, looking at the low 
rice of labour—about Is. 3d. per diem—and that coals were being de- 
vered, all charges included, at something like 23s. per ton, in no case 
exceeding 24s., there was good reason to conclude that his anticipations were 
well founded. In addition to these advantages, they had a free sale for coke, 





a * 


and could sell ten times as much, if ee | had it. The private demand 
was considerable, and there was also a large demand for its use in the 
eng mines, and for which purpose it was even now being imported, 
and in large quantities. With reference to the arrangements proposed 
to be entered into with the authorities for a direct supply of water to 
the houses, he thought that there was a good prospect of such arrange- 
ments being completed, and, when completed, they could not fail to be 
of advantage to the inhabitants and of considerable additional profit to 
the company. It might be interesting if he were to read an extract of 
the last letter received from Mr. Simmelkjér, in which he alludes to 
this subject. It is dated March 10, and he says:—‘‘As you might have 
seen in the papers, the Italian Parliament has lately named a commission to 
report upon the present condition of Sardinia, and to make propositions as 
to better it. This commission, amongst whom are the two celebrated men 
of the Cavour Ministry, Sella and Depretis, are at present at the island. 
Being called before the commission to give evidence about the water-works, 
&c., I used the occasion to invite the members of the commission to visit 
your works, which invitation was gracefully accepted. Last Saturday the 
whole commission, accompanied by the Prefect and Syndic as well as other 
distinguished persons in the town, whom I likewise had invited, visited our 
works at Corunzio. It is superfluous to state that everybody was very in- 
terested, perfectly content with everything which they saw, and it is my 
\firm belief that this visit will not be without very favourable influence on 
the still pending negotiations about the direct house supply.” He was glad 
of the op a to make these remarks before the shareholders, because, 
however favourable his opinion had been as to the future of the company 
before he visited Cagliari, the impressions created by that visit had greatly 
strengthened his conviction, both as to the efficient way in which their affairs 
were conducted, and the success which must attend the undertaking. 

| Mr. Fenn said he had much pleasure in confirming all that Mr. Aird had 
(said respecting what he believed to be the prospects of the company in 
Cagliari. What struck him more satel about the water-works was 
that they were equal to a vast increase of business without any additional 
expense. There was no machinery throughout the works, and no labour 
ma empanen A a few Sardes were all that were required to be employed, 
and they could supply five or six times the present quantity of water. In 
Mr. Simmelkjér’s opinion the demand for water would, ere long, become 
very great, ith regard to the gas-works, he might add that from an esti- 
mate sent to this country by Mr. Simmelkjér since he (Mr. Fenn) left 
Cagliari, it ee that for an additional outlay of some £40, and the 
cost of a little extra labour in some particular department, the quantity of 
gas now made could be increased four or five fold. With these facts before 
the shareholders, they would see that whatever extension of business arose 
in the future would be almost all net profit. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was no doubt the statements just made were 
perfectly borne out by the facts, and that there was every prospect of the 
waar being a great success, 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Wican, seconded by Mr. Quick, Mr. John Barrow 
(the chairman, and one of the retiring directors) was re-elected. 

On the motion of the CHarrMAN, seconded by Mr. Fenn, Mr. John Aird, 
who also retired by rotation, was re-elected. 

The CHAIRMAN moved the re-election of Mr. Coe as an auditor, and the 
election of Mr. Bishop in lieu of Mr. Fletcher, a retiring auditor. 

Mr. Arrp seconded the motion, and stated that the reason of Mr. Fletcher’s 
retirement was that the business of the company would hereafter be con- 
ducted in the office of that gentleman, by which arrangement the directors 
believed they would be able to effect a considerable saving in the London 
——. ’ 

he motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

A cordial vote of thanks was given to the directors for their past services, 
and to the chairman for his conduct in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN ey acknowledged the compliment, and the 
proceedings terminated. 














Dr. WuiTmore’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Sr. MARYLEBONE, IN FeBRuARY, 1869:— 














Illuminating Power in Mean Pressurein| £48 
Sperm Candles. 10ths of aninch. | 2 lel 
ao 
FEBRUARY | | £38 
mVAany, __|Mean off | | ake 
\24 Obser-| Highest.) Lowest. | Highest.) Lowest.| $62 
| vations. } | a 
Imperial Co.’s gas . 1474 | 15°48 | 14-10 | 22-40 | 9°82 | 26°5 
Chartered Co.’s com-| »| 
mongas ... «| 4° 14°54 | 13°94 38°17 14°45 30°7 
Chartered Co.’s cannel | | 
es «ws «6 6 | 20°14 20°52 | 19°40 35°94 12°45 27°81 














* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the photometer. 

The mean illuminating power of the Imperial Company’s gas during the 
month was equivalent to the light of 143 sperm candles, or nearly 23 per 
cent. in excess of the standard as at present applies to this gas; on three 
occasions the light exceeded 15 candles, its high pressure was always fair. 
The result of continuous analyses showed a mean of 26°5 grains of sulphur in 
every 100 cubic feet; ammonia was always present, but on no occasion was 
sulphuretted hydrogen detected. The mean intensity of light of the Chartered 
Company’s common gas was equivalent to 14°18 sperm candles, or about 1} 
per cent, in excess of the legal standard as certified in the City Gas Act o 
last session ; four times it fell below the legal standard. Its pressure was 








always good. The mean quantity of sulphur found in 100 cubic feet 


amounted to 30°7 grains; ammonia was also always detected, but no sul- 
phuretted hydrogen. The cannel gas of the same company gave a mean 
light of rather more than 20 candles; four times it fell below the standard. 
The pressure of this gas was also uniformly satisfactory. The mean quantity 
of sulphur in each 100 cubic feet amounted to 27°81 grains. This gas, like 
the other two, contained always traces of ammonia, but no sulphuretted 
hydrogen. 

Dr. WuiTmMorE’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUP- 
PLIED IN ST. MARYLEBONE, IN FEBRUARY, 1869:— 





* Loss by Incineration of} 











Total Solid Matterinde- ‘ 
grees or grains per Solid Matterin pre- | Am- 
FEsRvary. Imperial gallon. vious column. monia. 
} 
Feb., 1868. | Feb., 1869. | Feb., 1868. Feb., 1869. | 
Distilled Water... 0° 0° 0° | 0° | 0° 
| 
West Middlesex water] 20°64 18°84 0-64 | 0°72 | a 
Grand Junction water} 21°16 20°16 076 | O88 | 











* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile 
matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 

Deatu oF A PRISONER FROM INHALING GAs.—On Saturday an inquest 
was held in the County Prison, Maidstone, before J. N. Dudlow, Esq., 
coroner, on the body of Seaman Ellis, aged 23, who was convicted, at the 
October session, of felony, in East Kent, and sentenced to nine months hard 
labour. The evidence went to show that on Saturday week Ellis went to bed 
as usual, In the morning he was found insensible in his hammock. The gas 
was escaping, and the means of ventilation to the cell were stopped up with 
a towel and some oakum. By some mistake the gas was not turned off, and 
Ellis inhaled a large quantity of it. He was taken to the hospital, where he 
was restored to consciousness with great difficulty, and every attention was 
paid to him, but he died on Friday from congestion of the ludgs, brought on 
by the inhalation of gas. Verdict accordingly. 

Tue Deposit QuEsTIoN.—At the Wandsworth Police Court, on the 18th 
inst., Mr. Dayman disposed of an adjourned summons against Mr. Howard 
Augustus Hanrott, of 38, Bridge Road West, Battersea, at the instance of Mr. 
Sully, of the London Gas Company’s works, for the sum of £4 12s. 6d. for 
the supply of gas. Mr. Haynes, jun., who appeared for the complainant, 
said he had received a letter from the defendant, stating that it was not his 
intention to contest the claim any further. The question was, whether the 
defendant could claim a set-off from the deposit of £5 which the company 
held in their hands asa security. Mr. Dayman remembered the case, and 
said the defendant considered that as the company held the deposit they were 
bound to apply it to the payment of what he owed, but it seemed to him that 
would be very well when winding up matters bétween them, and not so long 
as he continued to be supplied with gas. While he continued to be supplied 
the company had a right to hold the guarantee, but he could give notice to 
discontinue the supply, and then the amount-could be deducted from the 
deposit if the company agreed to that arrangement. Mr. Haynes said, to 
show that the company had no feeling in the matter, he was instructed not to 
apply for costs, except the 2s. for the summons. Mr. Dayman then made an 
order for the payment of £4 12s. 6d’, and 2s. costs. 

OPENING OF THE GAs-WorkKs aT Moreton HampsTeap.—These works 
were opened last night, when there was great rejoicing amongst the inhabi- 
tants, although it was not displayed by a public atiendion. The contract 
was let to Mrs. Vickary, of Exeter, in the summer of last year, and the works 
were to have been completed and opened by the 5th of November last, but 
delays have occurred, and, conseqtently, this season has practically been 
lost to the shareholders and gas cohsumers. This occasioned much anxiety 
to Mr. Crosley, engineer to the company, who, after several visits from 
London, came down again, and was heard to remark that he was determined 
not to go back till gas lighting was commenced in Moreton. It is true the 
street-lamps, shops, hotels, public-houses; and many private residences in 
Moreton were lighted with gas for the first time on Tuesday, the 16th inst., 
and the lighting has been continued from that time to the present, to the 
gratification of those interested, but the works were not declared to be 
formally opened till last night. We may specially mention the display of 
light in Mr. Coombes’s shop, opposite .the White Hart Hotel, as being most 
brilliant, and as attracting the special attention of large crowds of astonished 
beholders at seeing such a brilliant display of light as had never before been 
seen in Moreton. Mr. Crosley of late years has devoted much of his well- 
known ability in advancing the interests of the inhabitants of Moreton and 
its neighbourhood. 4s civil engineer, he constructed the Moreton Railway, 
and the great satisfaction he afforded in carrying out the contract of Messrs. 
Brassy and Ogilvie has again been equalled -in the completion of these 
works. The directors of the gas-works are the Earl of Devon, Mesars. J. 
Drew, G. N. Collyns, J. Hill, and S..N. Neck. “It is chiefly, however, to Mr. 
G. N. Collyns that the Moretonians are indebted for the introduction of the 
use of gas in that town. Mr. M. W. Harvey is solicitor, and Mr. W. P. 
Harvey secretary to the company.— Western Daily Meroury. 

TynEMouTH Gas Company.—The following is the report of the directors 
of the Tynemouth Gas Company, which was submitted at the general meet- 
ing, held on Wednesday, the 24th of March :—‘‘ The revenue from gas con- 
tinues to increase. The revenue from coke is not so satisfactory, the mild 
open winter and the better supply of coals to the lower parts of the town have 
retarded the sale very much, and although the price has been reduced, and 
means used to get rid of it, there is stilla very large stock on hand. The 
revenue from tar is again smaller, from the great fall in its market value. 
The gross revenue from all sources shows an increase, and there being only a 
small proportionate rise in the expenditure, the profit and loss account shows 
a net Soe of profit on the year ending the 3lst of December, 1868, of 
£3433 18s. 10d., to add to 16s. 10d. brought from the year 1867. Out of this 
balance the directors propose to pay a dividend of £9 per cent. on the capital 
stock of the company, which will amount to £3111 6s., and carry the balance 
£323 4s, 8d. to the credit of the profit and loss account of the current year. 
The dividend warrants payable at Messrs. Woods and Co.’s bank, on Tuesday, 
the 13th of April next. ‘The sum of £2651 11s. 8d., placed to the debit of 
capital account for extension of works, has been expended in putting up a 
new retort-house to hold four beds of 7 retorts each—two of which beds, with 
14 retorts, furnaces, hydraulic main, and pipes complete, have been finished, 
and were in use last winter—in extending the mains to Chirton, in laying new 
12-inch main-pipe to Tynemouth, and for new service-pipes to public and 
private consumers. The directors have been able to meet the payments for 
this outlay by an over-draft at Messrs. Woods and Co.’s, but as the company 
will be required to extend their mains very considerably during the current 
year, to supply the new streets at Tynemouth, Cullercoats, and Whitley, the 
directors have, in accordance with the Act of Parliament, convened a special 
meeting of the shareholders to authorize the borrowing of ad 
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Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS, for the Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
i rag ine ip em ie goer ae ae . £16,632 6 8 By Balance brought from last year’s account . . £3,469 3 5 
Purifying materials and process . . . - + + + + 360 3 0 Reserve-fund. . 2. 2 + + + © © © + . 514 9 10 
Repair and maintenance of meters, mains, service-pipes, Pn. (Os woe « =. 4 ¢.-<. 0. Sn 
and other works Se ee eee ee Gene. as 4 se te ee Ee eS 
EP ee og ee ec ie ee ee ee Tar and other residuals. . . . . 864 19 6 
Lamps—providing, lighting, extinguishing, cleaning, 
ER cae ds te SG os + + « 3° i 564 2 4 
eG, SN ORB ic a) sc ele. © es 758 18 6 
Salaries, collectors commissions, and payments to direc- 
Ee a at } ce aE ye: - et Seca a 
ES ae ee eee 1,104 5 9 
Professional charges and incidental expenses . 168 3 5 
Estimated discounts and bad debts on rental . 283 15 3 
Dividend paid to proprietors—6 3 per cent. 
on £100,000 capital, raised under Act 
TE sicssne s « +» 2 Qe @ 0 
Dividend paid to proprietors—6\ per cent. 
on £5550 capital raised under Act 
oe eS aaa 336 7 0 
— 6,836 7 0 
Miscellaneous payments— 
Amount carried to reserve-fund. . . .. 317 19 5 
Balance carried to next year’s account. . , 4,462 411 
£42,382 9 1 £42,382 9 1 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, for the Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Capital raised— By Costofworks. . ... . . . + £15,971 3 8 
Under Act Vict. 2, ¢. 38 . £100,000 0 0 Ditto (add extensions made during the 
Ditto ditto 29,c.184 , . 10,650 0 0 year es ove sve 68 
—_—————£110,650 0 0 £130,631 9 8 
AmomteiimBe cc ce ee ew ee . 23,000 0 0 Amount invested of the reserve-fund. . . . . ~- »« 148917 8 
Reserve-fund . .... « " 1,489 17 8 GUC ss + s+ 0g emt & 6 2 ey 2000 
Amount owing by the company 11,649 13 6 Amount owing to the we ! for gas, coke, residual 
Unclaimed dividends, . . . ....- 017 4 products, fittings, &c., exclusive of estima’ bad 
Cs « 6 @ Sie oe & @ 4,462 411 tities 4 « « 6 « 3" © 3 4 i « ns 6 
Cesena. « « «| 6: 2:6 6" «© - e 1,892 13 5 
Residual products andother stocks . . .. +e. s 1,847 19 11 
Cash in hands of treasurer, cashier, &c. . . « ¢ + 1,193 4 9 
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Register of New Patents, 


r APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

768.—Husert JoserH Cenant, of Tubize, in the kingdom of Belgium, 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of steam, water, and 
other cocks.” March 12, 1869. 

782.—WiLt1aM TuRNER CARPENTER, of West Minster, in the Isle of 
Sheppy and co. of Kent, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus used in the 
manufacture of gas.’ March 13, 1869. 

785.—JoHN HENDERSON and THomas Brown, both of Kirkcaldy, in the 
co. of Fife, N.B., for “Improvements in the construction of water-cocks 
or valves.”” March 15, 1869. 

791.—JostaH GEORGE JENNINGS, of Palace Road, in the parish of Lambeth, 
sanitary engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for preparing sewage 
Sor irrigating land”’ March 15, 1869, 

809.—BaLpwin Laruam, of 6, Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in the means 
and machinery or appli Sor filtering and straining liquids, especially 
— Sor straining sewage.” March 17, 1869. 

815.—Jamers CARTER, of the town and co. of the town of Nottingham, 
gentleman, for “‘ The manufacture or production of chemical nightooll. 
closets, and for other similar purposes.’ March 17, 1869. 

826.—Joun THomas Darke, of Oatlands Park, in the parish of Walton-on- 
Thames, in the co. of Surrey, for ‘‘ Treating sewage, and the manufacture 
of manure therefrom.” March 18, 1869. 

831.—Witt1am Tuomas Svac, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the 
city of Westminster, for “‘ Improvements in gas-burners, and in the method 
of constructing and manufacturing the same.”’ March 18, 1869. 

849.—James Darsrz Morrison, residing at 27, Grange Road, Edinburgh, 
in the co, of Mid Lothian, N.B., surgeon dentist, for “‘ Improvements in 
heating and ventilating buildings and ships by apparatus for warming, 
circulating, and purifying air and water, and for employing the same as 
sanitary agents.”’ March 20, 1869. 

856.—Henry Epwarp Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for mea- 
suring liquids.” A communication. March 20, 1869. 

870.—Epwin Stacey, of 25, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, in the co, 
of Middlesex, and James THomson, of 33, Arthur Street, Clifton Road, 
Peckham, in the co. of Surrey, for ‘“An improved method of and appa- 
vatus for purifying gas.” March 22, 1869, 








GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
661.—Joun Bercer Spencer, of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, mer- 
chant, for ‘* Improvements in substances used for the purification of illu 
minating gas, and in the recovery of a waste product arising therefrom.” 
March 4, 1869. 
676.—Joun LoapER, of Upper Clifton Street, Worship Square, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in rotary engines and pumps.’ March 


, b 

679.—Jou~ Bercer Spence, of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, mer- 
chant, for ‘‘ Improvements in the production of substances to be used in 
the purification of illuminating gas, and in the recovery of a waste pro- 
duct arising therefrom.” March 6, 1869. 

690.—Witt1am ARMAND GILBEE, trading under the style of L. de Fon- 
tainemoreau, of 4, South Street, Finsbury, in the co. of Middlesex, patent 
agent, for ‘An improved apparatus for raising water.” A communica-, 
tion. March 8, 1869. 

711.—James Joun SHEDLOCK, of King’s Road, Camden Town, in the co. of 
+ ec engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in wet gas-meters.’’ March 9, 


712,—JamEs Joun SHEpLOcK, of King’s Road, Camden Town, in the co. of 
teen, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in dry gas-meters.” March 9, 


728.—THEOBALD Onacu, of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in fuel economizers, parts of which are applicable 
to joining and fixing pipes for other purposes.’’ March 9, 1869. 

730.—WittiaM ‘Rongrt Lake, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in 








devices for rendering gas-burners self-lighting.”’ A communication, 


March 10, 1869. 

742.—Tuomas Harnett Harrisson, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, 
architect, for ‘(4 self-acting back-wash chamber for water-closets.” 
March 11, 1869. 

768.—Hvsert JosErH CENANT, of Tubize, in the kingdom of Belgium, 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of steam, water, and 
other cocks.’’ March 12, 1869. 

782.—WiLt1AM TuRNER CARPENTER, of West Minster, in the Isle of 
Sheppy and co. of Kent, for “Improvements in apparatus used in the 
manufacture of gas.” March 13, 1869. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 
3392.—Wit11am Corben, of Datchet, in the co. of Bucks, artist, for “‘ Im- 
provements in lamp-globes or glasses.” Nov. 7, 1868. 
3457.—Cuar es Jones, of Ealing, in the co. of Middlesex, surveyor, for 
‘* Improvements in the treatment of sewage.’ Nov. 13, 1868. 
3464.—RonertT BeckLey, of Richmond, in the co. of Surrey, and JAMES 
JosEPu Hicks, of Hatton Garden, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘* Improve- 
ments in means or apparatus for measuring and registering the quantities 
of flowing liquids, which invention may be used as a rain-gauge, or as a 
liquid-meter, and for measuring the strength of liquor run off from a still 
or other apparatus or vessel.” Nov. 14, 1868. 
3484.—ANDREW M‘Niet, of Tiverton, in the co. of Devon, engineer, and 
Witui1amM Wuearon, of Exeter, in the same co., merchant, for “An im- 
proved process for the a of salts of ammonia from ammoniacal 
gas liguor.”” Nov. 16, 1868. 
3581.—GEORGE BERNHARDT, of the firm of John C, Milns and Co., Rad- 
cliffe, in the co. of Luncaster, spinners and manufacturers, for “ Jmprove- 
ments in arrangements and apparatus for regulating and economizing the 
supply of gas in mills and manufactories.”” Nov. 25, 1868. 
715.—ARISTIDE BALTHAZARD BERARD, of Avenue Montaigne, Paris, in the 
empire of France, civil engineer, for ‘* Improvements in the processes and 
apparatus for manufacturing, collecting, and purifying gas for heating 
and other purposes.’ Dec. 7, 1868. 
559.—JosEPH BREEDEN, of the firm of J. and W. Breeden and Booth, of 
Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, manufacturers, for ‘‘ Jmprovements 
in taps or stop-cocks.’’ Feb. 23, 1869. 
604.—Witt1AM AnTHOoNY HerrinG, of the Chertsey Foundry, Chertsey, 
in the co. of Surrey, ironfounder and engineer, for ‘Improvements in 
pumps.’ Feb, 26, 1869. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
719.—Epwarp Tuomas Hucues, “ Improvements in pumps.”” March 9, 
866 





1866. 

756.—Joun FREDERICK Brinses, “‘ Improvements in machinery or appa- 
ratus for distilling bituminous shale and other bituminous substances of a 
like nature.’ March 13, 1866. 

787.—THomas JoserH Reaver, ‘‘ Improvements in force-pumps.”” March 
16, 1866. 

814.—ALEXANDER AnGus CROLL, “‘ Improvements in arranging conduits or 
channels for the reception of gas, water, and other mains, tubes, or pipes, 
and telegraphic wires ; also for the conveying away of smoke or noxious 
vapours from buildings, and for the ventilation of buildings and other 
places.” March 19, 1866, / 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR, 
692,—RIcHARD ARCHIBALD Brooman, “‘ Improvements in apparatuses for 
measuring and regulating the flow and pressure of gas, parts of which are 
applicable to hydraulic receivers and to steam-generators.”” March 13, 1862. 
727.—WIL.iaM CLARK, “ Improvements in water-meters.”’ March 17, 1862. 
734.—JoHN WEEMs and WILLIAM Weems, “‘Jmprovements in apparatus for 
indicating the pressure or quantity and in regulating the discharge of 


Jiuids.”’ March 17, 1862 : 
778.—EDWARD Frexp, “‘ Im ts in . for regulating the flow 
of gaseous and other fluids.’”’ March 20, 1862. 
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Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 
- . ~— 
een a3 N c ny — ee Price — Be N c | a pe mitene Price 
Dm AME OF COMPANY. paid up p.\p. Pp. So AME OF COMPANY, .} ° it. p. 
oswed | } Share. | Amman. | Pe Share. | Shares | Pesta? Pan? per aha. 
£ & 8.4.) 8 sa Fs £ 16% 4%) Se @ £ 
8000 | 10 | Anglo-Romano ..... .|/10 0 0/10 0 0; ll—12 400 |100 | Imperial Mexican (Limited) . 0 0 nil. 
5029 | 20 | Bahia (Limited) . . . . . .|20 00) 3 0 0; 18—15 200 |100 ae So SB ke ‘ioe 0 0 nil. 
1000 | 20 Do., preference * - « .| 20 00/10 0 0} 283— 24 3000 | 40 | Independent . . .. . . .|40 0-0/}10 0 O| 51 — 53 
750 | 20 Do., do., redeemable. . . || 20 0 0/10 0 0 20 — 22 3000 | 10 mee v+ se vs ce « oO et Oe Se 7— 8 
40000 5 | Bombay (Limited) ree Se Se eS Oe 33— 4 3000 | 20 Do. ae 15 00/710 0| 15—16 
10000 | 5 Do., oe « «s+. 4 a 6 OTs 8. ea 2 7133 | 50 | London . - « « - 50 0 0/10 0 0] 68 — 69 
10000 | 20 British (Limited Brats 20 0 0/10 0 O| 2 304 5610 | 25 Do., ist "preference - « « | 200) 6 0 0} 26— 28 
dal H -Seuleoates, Han- 503 | 50 Do., 2nd preference. . . .|50 0 0/ 600 
Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- 214 | 50 Do., 8rd preference. . . 50 0 0/600 
tetlec, Trowbridge, & Holy- £18781 Do., Ist preference stock 600 
well.) £11828 Do., 2nd preference stock . 500 
12000 | 50 os Guus’ wee, 2.«- ce 2 Oe) 2 8 2) Boe Nictheroy, Brazil (Limited) 
6060 | 50 - - (4500) 7 0 0] 429— 50 15000 | 5 | Malta an Mediterranean (Limited) 500); 500 4— 4 
10000 | 20 | City | of Honiton, A sie’ . « -| 20 00] 8 0 0} 24— 25 6000 | 5 Do., preference . . . 500;:700 47— 5 
10000 | 10 Do., B shares ce La 2 Ors 6 @ 6— 7 80000 | 5 | Oriental(Calcutta) . . . . 5 0 0/10 0 0 7 s 
9629 | 10 Do., newshares . . . . .|10 0 0| 8 0 0 12 — 124 30000} 5 Do., new shares . . .. .| 100/10 0 0 13— 1 
17490 | 25 | Commercial. . - « « « «| 25.00/10 0:0) 35 — 36 10000 | 5 | Ottoman (Limited) . ... .| 500 nil. lg— 2 
20000 | 20 Continental Union. . © «© « 2000) 5 0 Of} 19R— 30} 12500 | 10 | Para (Limited). . . . . . 1000! 710 0 8i— 9 
5213 | 20 reference . . « .| 20 00] 7 0 0} 20—20$§ 27000 | 20 | Pheniz re « + « o oe @ 01 6 81 
5000 | 10 Crystal alace District: | ° :|10 6 0|10 0 0| 14—3%5 | 3600 |100 Do., new nes) ein fie 
10 Do., preference ? ‘ 10 0 0] 6 0 O| 12}—13 J 144000 | Sk. «© © cw wl we Ce 0 OO] 8 8 C1 TR 
100090 | 10 Do.,newshares . . . . 1000); 70 0| I ll 5000 | 20 Rate’ ‘ 20 0 0/10 0 Oj} 234— 2 
Equitable . . + -| 50 0 0/10 0 0| 66 — 67 20 Rio de Janeiro (Limited) > 5 )20 0 0/10 0 0} 24 — 25 
4000 | 25 Do., new shares 25 00/10 0 6} 33 — 33. 6959 | 5 | Singapore (Limited) . o~«6« ft 8 84486 
23406 | 10 | European, (Limited) o.'@ oe 10 0 0/11 0 6) 1b —15 2000 | 5 Do., preference . , . . .| 5.0.01 710 0 
12000 |.10 Do.,newshares. . . . .| 5 0 0/11 0 0 h— 7 Shanghai . ee 
(Boulogne, Amiens, Rouen, Caen, 4800 | 50 South Metropolitan » » « » of 50 0 0)10 0 0} 73— 75 
Havre, & Nantes.) 4800 | 124 Do.,newshares ,. . . . .| 1210 0/10 0 0] 18§— 19 
20000 | 10 | Great Central Gas Consumers. .|10 0 0/10 0 0} ..—12 15000 | 10 | Surrey "Consumers > co 0 o oh BO SLD 2 4] Be } 
5000 | 10 | Hong Kong (Limited) . . . .;10 0 0} 600 8 — 10 10000 | 10 new . . 6 00110 00 S$. § 
26000 | 50 | Imperial. . ~ + « « «| 50 0 0110 0 0| 64 — 643 9000 | 4 | United General (Limerick) : (2 2 PSS Ce 2— 2 
26000 | 10 Do., new shares oo) pe oy ee Oe Oe © 5 10000 | 10 | Victoria Docks >< ff 2 ee ee 
26000 | 124 Do.,newshares . . .. .| 8 00; 700 33— 33 1500 | 10 — and Puiney - « -/ 10 0 0)10 0 O} 10—12 
1300 |100 Do., bonds . ee 10 0 0} 175 —180 1500 | 10 Do. . ~« ames 
1819 | 10 Do. a eee 10 0 0} 710 0 
28000 | 50 | Imperial Continental 4315 0/16 0 0| 97§— 98 1138 | 10 Do. _ &d Oo 2a 6 
(Amsterdam, Berlin, Ghent, Han- | 20000 | 10 | Western (Limited) A shares . -| 10 0 0/10 0 OF} 144—15 
over, Lille, Rotterdam, Aix- 10000 | 10 Do., Bshares. . . «| 70 0/10 0 O 10 
la-Chapelle, Antwerp, Bor- 10000 | 10 Do. C ’ . Sao ae ee et) ee 94— 10 
deaux, Brussels, Cologne, 20000 | 10 Do., D shares . eae 100;10 0 0 l4— 2 
Frankfort-on-Maine, Haar- | 8000 | 5 | West Ham "Tt o oo FO 01 Tew 7 : 
lem, Stolberg, Toulouse, & 6000 5]  Do., new shares 700] 710 o|f 78— 72 
Vienna.) | 551 | 10 | West London Junction (Limited) . 1000; 600 
520 | 10 Do., preference . 1000}; 600 
GAS COALS.—Per Jon. FREIGHTS. 
CASTINGS.—Per Ton. Newcastle.—Unscreenea:— Coastwise—Newcastle—Per Ton : — 
2 . P Haswelis, Nettlesworth Primrose, s.d. Chatham and Rochester.......-..-... 5 6 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. and South Pelaw .....+.-+.-++- OC | COS 6 coccccvcvece wosguunvesseest 8s.to 8 6 
Felling ,Framwell Gate, North Pel- Dover, Folk , and Ramsg coor 6 O 
1j in. | 2 in. | 2) in, | Sim. | din. | Sim, | Gin. | 7im. | 8 im, | 9 in. | 10 in, | 12 in. ton, Redheugh Main Bie a hg ow SN eoaneameansaas Saher oe 
16 i] 21 l im MM Bh 89. | 107 | 126 149 177_| 208 Ib. well Primrose .....-. se 69 | Ipswich........ oo - 46 
a" _— Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw , Der- London (from Leith - 86 
| Newcastle Yorkshire, —— Loa Castle, Edmondsles, i — poe - 5 6 
Prices ton Moor, Hartlepoo elaw, | Lowestott an armouth. eves _ 
— higher. eran London. | Glasgow. middles- Wales. — Hoimside, Lambton’s Gas, Lan- | Portsmouth and Southamp...6s.6d.to 7 0 
| boro’. Staffordshire. chester Pelaw, Medomsiley .Mick- | Plymouth ....0ceee.ccwcesececeses ovee 8 8 
ley, New Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ra- Shoreham ever 6 D 
B. :8.34.|& 8 @.18:0 &.)2. 2 2] &. 28. 4. vensworth, Seaham, South Moor Whitstable eevee 8 @ 
Pig Iron, No. 1 Spe Ddoorvceerep 315 0,2 12 9/2 9 0/3 10 0 310 0 Pelton, South Leverson, Townley Weymouth ........00000+ seesecvoomves FR 
Spans S4aeh Sechev pipes ... soceeee] 7 0 0} 5 15 0/5 10 0/6 0 0} 7 0 0 ain, Tyne Main, West Pelaw, Foreign—Per Keel — £ 8. 
on te oh eceee 610 0;5 50;5 00/5 15 0 6 10 0 Wearmouth Hutton,and Witton. 70 —* ovcee ove -19 oO 
; and 5-inch di ossece 6 00,4 15 0/410 0/5 6 0 6 00 Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- Bordea' - 1110 
6 inches and wu nthe sag 6 15 0 4 50,4 06/5 00 56 15 0 dridge, ‘West Garesfield, and West Boulagne and Calais. - F 0 
Retorts, Ist fu yo — 510 0/410 0'}4 5 O15 O 0 6 10 0 Pelton, ..ee-seeeesseee 73 Cadiz il 6 
Eins Oy £33 Sia ole as ols io 0] $ 5% [Pamimiytscnten vanes Fence, Sopemagcs = 38 
Tantptates, Ce and above: villas South Peareth, Stella, Urpeth, Pa chiinacneescans-arerequcslwss wat @ 
‘Washington Hutton, and West Bemborg peers eee beceorn sores cceveve ill 0 
Leverson ...c.0-ecceseserees cocoe 2 6 oo GO GFACE. 000 cccccces cpeece a . 
= Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel ..« cvvve - 160 BDOTN . 6. cvevwvevvessesevesesececs 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool)... ae ——, ep covcews sveveuweneeres coveness 4 - 
j . Di . Scotch Cannel :— otterdam i 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount Boghead—at Boness,38s.; at Leith,. 368  Stettin . 10 6 
y eee Bee Be roa = Muirkirk . e+e 270 Trieste. + 156 0 
| | | Kirkness, best (at Burntisland).. 286 Venice. sereccecvoseces esseee 18 0 
; 2im. | lgin. | Tjim. | lim. | Jim. | jim. [ Capeldrae, 1st quality (at ditto) . 28 6 - 
pera —— | Ditto, 2nd ditto (atditto) . 186 SUNDRIES. e 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 14 ne s. d&. | 6 a} 8. da. s. d.| 8. d. | s. d. | Cowdenbeath........000- 120 | Best Newcastle Fire-bricks, per £ 8. d. 
per foot . 18 wm. 010 07 06 © 43 § Lesmahago(at Glasgow) $16 -£2 10s.to 2150 
Ditto ditto, from. 12 in. ‘to 283: in —~each . | 3 0 2 0 16 ee 09 08 Ditto (at Granton)...... + 325 rtley), per 
Long Screws, from 12 in. upwards...-.../ 4 0 | 2 3 | 2 0 | 1 6 | 1 2 | O11 [Arniston............ va O| cree ianeiotnncuintedbeceteep 2156 
Bends and Springs .....---e+e+++eseeeees 4 3 23 19 1 3 oll 08 Wemyss, f.o.b.,. eos 226 Pe (at Wortley), p. 1000. 2150 
Square Elbows, equal or reducing ; mete, . - Haywood, Wilsontown (atGranton). 23 0 | Farnley Iron Co.’s Fire-bricks (at 
bows, 5 per cent. EXtra ......+++++ 3 3 23 19 13 010 08 Pirnie , or Methill........++++-+++ 170 Wortley), less discount..........+ 2170 
Tees, wrought Or Cast...++e+ee-+e0+ 0 2 6 20 1 6 a) Lothian’s Cannel (f.0.b. at Leith) .. 260 Fire- -clay Retorts,p.ft.run,.5s.6d.to 0 76 
Crosses, ditto, equal or reducing «. ooh 9/;36);80/38 19 1 6 J Bo'ness Cannel (at Bo’ness) ........ - 190 | Tough Cake Copper, per ton........ 76 00 
Iron Cocks... on vn OR haees A 9 |13 0/10 0 7 3 6 0 3 8 Myles’ Canne) . +++ 236 | English Pig Lead, per ton.........+ 19 76 
Ditto, with boone stug. © |16 0 }13 0 | 7 0 | & 6 | 4 6 JF Lochore Parrot (at Beraticlané 28 0 | Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p- ton.. 6100 
Diminishing Soc Lanemark (at Glasgow) . 16 0 | Foreign Spelter, per to 1 50 
Nipples..... 3 | 09 | 0 8} 0 6 | 0 5 | oO 44 § Elphinstone Tower (at Leith) . 20 6 | English Block Tin, per ton 7 00 
Plain Sockets ry 08 07 | 0 5 04 03 Coppa Canne} (on railsat Birkenhd. ). 14 9 | Banca, per ton 2 00 
Syphons, 2-quar o '14 0 '13 6/433 0 !12 0 - Ditio ditto (ditto at Connah’s Quey) 143 | Tarred bape Yarn, P. ewt. 60 
Advertisements. 
GEORGE NEWTON, 
UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
IMPROVED WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 
GAS STATION-METERS, 
With all the Joints planed, 
GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST GOVERNORS, &c. 
TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 
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ANTED, an sppointment as 
INSPECTOR of METERS, or to manage a 
smallwork. Perfectly understands meter-fixing, laying 
services, mains, &c., and has had the collection for 
, late employers. ‘ 
Address A. B., 1, Greyhound Cottage, Lea Bridge 
Road, Essex, N.E. 





WOODSTOCK GAS-WORKS. 


WANTED, a competent Gasman to 
manage the above works. 
Apply to Mr. E. Hiorns, Secretary, stating qualifi- 
cations as to the works, the fittings, laying pipes, and 
matters generally. 


WANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as MANAGER of a small gas-work. 
Understands laying mains, services, fixing and taking 
meters. Can do any repairs on a gas-work, including 
smith’s work. First-class testimonials. 
Address B. B., Mr. Crook’s, 47, High Street, Wix- 
CHESTER. 








TO GAS MANAGERS. 


WANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as Gas Manager or as Assistant 
Engineer and Manager. Testimonials and references 
if required. 

Address J. H. G., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Street, E.C. 





GAS MANAGER WANTED. 
Manager wanted for a town in 
Tuscany, of about 20,000 inhabitants. A know- 


ledge of the Italian eo is desirable. : 
Applications (stating salary), with testimonials, to 


“PIVE MINUTES’ TALK 


ABOUT 


GA Ss” 


Is intended to be given by Gas Companies to their 
Customers. It is hoped the advice it contains may be 
the means of correcting mistakes and preven acci- 
dents ; and also of assisting the Officers in some of the 
most difficult of their duties. 
Price—1000 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; 500 copies, £1 1s. 6d. ; 
oe number, at 5s. per 100. 
hen 1000 copies are ordered, the official title and 
dd of the Company will be printed on the first 
page without charge. Any greater number by special 
agreement as to pee. 
Apply to J. O. N. Rurrer, Black Rock, BricuTor, 


HENIX GASLIGHT and COKE 
C ANY | 











OMP. ° 

NOTICE is hereby given that the adjourned HALF- 
YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of PROPRIETORS, 
holding previous to Christmas last £300 paid-up 
capital and upwards in the said Company, will be held, 
pursuant to the Act of Incorporation, on WEDNES- 
DAY, the 7th proximo, at Twelve for One o’clock, at | 
the Bridge House Hotel, in the Borough of Southwark, 
for the purpose of declaring Dividends to Christmas 
last, to elect Directors and Auditors for the ensuing 
year, and on other business. 

By order of the Court of Directors, 
Isaac ADOLPHUS CROOKENDEN, Secretary. 

No. 70, Bankside, London, 8.E., March 5, 1869. 

All the Directors retire, but seven are to be re-elected, 
the remaining three, likewise the Auditor, offer them- | 
selves for re-election. 

The qualification is £2000 capital stock, held for | 
more than three months, and notice 14 days prior to 





be forwarded to R. Larptaw AnD Son, 
GLascow. 


“S > 





GAS MANAGER WANTED. 


[HE Moretonhampstead Gaslight, 
Coal, and Coke Company, Limited, require a 
 nemag og MANAGER for their gas-works, who will 
jhave to manufacture the gas, and do all the duties 
attending the making and distributing, also the ordi- 
nary repairs of works, as well as lighting the street- 
lamps, and periodically attending to the regulation of 
the meters, and noting the indices thereof, as well as 
[necessary repairs of fittings. 
As a guide to intending applicants, the town is but 
small, he private consumers at present being between 
'50 and 60 in number, and the public lamps about 20. 

It is proposed shortly to build a house for the 
Manager in the yard, when and where he will have the 
| privilege of living rent free, and be allowed the use of 
|coals and gas, but until then he will have to pay his 

own expenses. 

Applications in writing, with testimonials, to be 
| made on or before the 13th of April next, to the Secre- 
|tary, stating experience and wages required during the 
|time the Manager pays his own expenses, and also after 
the erection of the house in the yard, when the before- 
|mentioned privileges will be allowed. 

By order of the Directors, 
Wm. P. Harvey, Secretary. 
Dated Moretonhampstead, Devon, 
March 25, 1869. 


JAMES HEYS ATHERTON, 


Pusiic ACCOUNTANT, 
WO. 2; ATLAS BUILDINGS, SOUTH CASTLE STREET, 


LIVERPOOL. 
Mr. Atherton begs to offer his services as Auditor, 
&c., having had many years experience in the manage- 
ment of both Gas and Water Accounts. 


w4s TED, by the Whitehaven Gas- 
light Company, a Second-hand EXHAUSTER, 

to pass about 8000 feet per hour; also, a Second-hand 

SCRUBBER, about 8 ft. diameter by 6 ft. deep. 
Address Su. SrupHOLM. 


Q® SALE, Three £100 Shares in the 
Gas-Meter Company, Limited. Offices, 15, 
Coleman Street, City, E.C. 
Apply to J. G., 47, Yorkshire Street, OLDHAM. 

















PURIFIERS FOR SALE, 


0 BE SOLD CHEAP, in excellent 
condition, a second-hand PURIFIER (Malam’s 
patent), in four compartments, each 3 ft. square by 3 ft. 
deep, with centre-valve, 4-in. inlet and outlet, five 
tiers of riddles, cast-iron lids, and lifting apparatus 
complete. 
For price and particulars, apply to Mr. W. H. 
Cuambers, Lowestort. 





the Meeting. 
AGLIARI GAS & WATER COM- 
PANY, LIMITED. 


NOTICE is hereby given that the HOLDERS of 
SCRIP SHARES will, on presentation of their Certifi- 
cates at the Company’s Offices, No. 2, Moorgate Street, 
London, E.C,, on or after the 23rd inst., receive 
WARRANTS for the DIVIDEND at the rate of 7 per | 
cent. per annum for the half year ending the 3ist of | 
December last, in terms of a resolution of the General | 
Meeting of the Shareholders, held this day. | 

By order, 
Rop Mackay, Secretary. 
2, Moorgate Street, London, E.C., 
March 16, 1869. 





TO GASHOLDER BUILDERS, IRONFOUNDERS, 
AND OTHERS. 


PENDERS required for a Telescope 

GASHOLDER, 95 ft. in diameter, in two lifts of 
18 ft. each. 

Tenders to be submitted to J. C. Lanyon, 48, Gres- 
ham House, Old Broad Street, Lonpon, where the 
drawings and specifications can be obtained, on and 
after the 29th inst. 


aera | 
HE Directors of the Aberdare Gas 
Cc d to receive TENDERS for 
a New good condition, a Second- 





pany are prep 
or, provided it is in 


Hand) GASHOLDER, from 60 to 70 ft. diameter, and 
from 20 to 23 feet high, with an Iron Tank. 
T to be forwarded, at once, to the Company’s 


Office, 22, Canon Street, ABERDARE. 


| months from this date, of 5500 tons o 
| other good GAS COALS, to be delivered in about the 


Retort and Boiler Setter and Contractor for Gas-Works 


PATENT SLUICE & FIRE COCKS, 





KNOTTINGLEY GAS COMPANY. 


Directors of the above Company 
are prepared to receive TENDERS for the 
excavating, building, and puddling of a Gasholder- 
Tank, a Meter and Governor House, 

Also for the of a Gasholder, 50 ft. 
and 14ft. deep, with inlet and outlet pipes, valves, 
gas governor, by-pass, mains, &c. 

Plans and 8 ications may be seen at the Office of 
Mr. B er, Gas Engi , ELLAND, from 
Monday, the 29th, till Thursday, April 1, and at the 
works of the above Company, till Wednesday, the 7th, 
on which day sealed tenders will be sent to the Chair- 
man, endorsed ‘Tenders for Tank or Gasholder” 
[ee 

he Company do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest tender. By order. 


+7. Ai. +, 

















THE COLCHESTER GAS COMPANY. 
CONTRACT FOR GAS COALS. 


[HE Directors hereby invite Tenders 


for the supply, at per ton, during the twelve- 
n New Pelton) 
Main, Brancepeth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Waldridge, or| 








following proportions, and free of expense, afloat into 
lighters, at Wivenhoe, near Colchester :— 


May.-.c-0 «0 « 8 :o Rte. 
By ae 6, or re sae 
CS -« 0 4s 5 0 ae @ 
August. . o os 0 a | 
September. . .. . 4500 ,, 
Ces ss. ee Oe oe 
November.. . . . . 700 4, | 
Yocmater Se ea = ” 

anuary. .  « « 650 ,, 

February . oo « OO ,, 
March . 450 | 


The weight to be ascertained and verified in such| 
manner as the Directors may from time to time order 
or approve. 

Each tender must state the description of Coal pro-| 
= ee to be supplied. Tenders to be sentin on or before 

hursday, the 8th of April next, addressed to the! 
Secretary, and marked ‘‘ Tenders for Coals.” 

The Directors reserve the right to reject any tender, | 

By order, | 
A. C. Fraser, Secretary. | 
Colchester, March 22, 1869. 


W. J. SIMMONDS, 
in general, 
7x, SOUTH STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, 
IstureTon, Lonpon, N. 





Upwards of 16 years Retort Setter to the Chartered 
Gas Company, Brick Lane and Curtain Road Statiens. 
Materials supplied on r le terms if required, 
or labour only. 
No connexion with any other Retort Setter. 
N.B.—Orders to be addressed as e. 








BECK’S 





HYDRANTS, STEAM-FITTINGS, 
PUMPS, FIRE-MAINS, Xec., 


sah) 





REPAIRS OF PUBLIC GAS-LAMPS. 


Directors of the Imperial Gas 
Company are ready to receive TENDERS from 
reoy ing to undertake the repairs of the PUBLIC | 
a PS lighted by the Company for One year from the 
st inst. 

Specification and forms of tender may be obtained 
on application to the Szcrerary, at the Office, 33, John 
Street, Beprorp Row, to whom tenders must be made 
on or before’ Tuesday, the 23rd inst. 

The directors will not be bound to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 

March 8, 1869, 


| 
} 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 





COKE BREEZE. 


HE Directors of the Imperial Gas 
Company are ready to receive TENDERS from 
parties willing to purchase the BREEZE made at their 
several works—viz., at York Road, King’s Cross; 
Great Cambridge Street, Hackney Road; and Sands 
End, Fulham, for One year from the 31st inst. 
- Forms of tender may be obtained on appli 
the SecRETary, at the Office, 33, John Street, Beproxp 
Row, to whom the tenders must be sent on or before 
ey the 23rd inst. é 
The Directors will not be bound to accept the highest 
or any tender. 
March 8, 1869. 
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D Iron Rerorr. 





FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 


o _ IRON RIBBED RETORTS are more durable than plain castings, and retain their original shape to 
e last. 

The “ Ribs” strengthen the FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, and by affording an increased heating surface favour 
the more pee A and perfect carbonization of the Coals. ag 

These Retorts are now in use at some of the London works, and in a great number of the provincial gas-works. 

For Illustrated Circular, with testimonials, &c., apply to 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 








8 for Public Buildings, Warehouses, and 
Dwelling Houses. 


A competent person sent to receive particulars for 
Plans and Estimates. 


BECK & COMPANY, 
LIMITED, 
‘Brass Founders, Hot-Water §& Hydraulic Engineers, 
130, GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 


F. SIMMONDS, Senr., 
221, KINGSLAND ROAD, 
RETORT & BOILER SETTER 


For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and 
Curtain Road Stations; and numerous Gaslight 
Companies, London and Provincial. 


RO CONNEXION WITH.ANY OTHER RETORT SETTER. 
Estimates given with or without materials. 


UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


















PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Hea and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners Gas-Stoves. 
ae 


\ 


Hl 
ly 











— which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- 
cisely similar in pattern. 
Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 
Patentee and Sole Manufacturer, S. LEon1, 34, St. 
Paul-Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 
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EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
(Cb on PERS TRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, f 
aCe) PATENT GAS-VALVES, Veg 

ee A PRIZE MEDAL SEF 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 












i. R These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas 
‘tight. 

<aet are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 

ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 

They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 

easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 

shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 

Frome, January 20, 1866. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


C. & W. WALKER, 
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BIR 
’ 

| 

| 

} 

} 


I 


| 


WA 
| 
i 


LONDON HOUSE: 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 
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GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & CO, 


BIixisSsToON. 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO, 


\ open 
a 
296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E.- \\. =. 











S 





This Paint having been in general use over seven years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 4 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (30s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is —- é 

Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it 
the best Paint known for their purposes, 





N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead at 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and 
Gas Joints, for which purpose it is superior to White Lead. 


PATENT IMPROVED 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER 


(Drawings on application). 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILLIAM AND BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the 
material and workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. The superiority of their Dry Meters in 
Tin Cases is also well known. 











SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METERS. 
COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS-METERS. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. | TO GAS AND WATER COMPANIES, LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY. 
J, UGG, and CO, Inte ALBERT | oy = FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import | 

duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay | 

Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to THE LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY 

draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, Beg most respectfully to draw the attention of 

mado of cay ents one plostvand of ony face. The en —— — See 
one piece, and of any form. e 

price will be in ‘proportion to the weight, and very SECOND-HAND FIRE-BRICK DEALERS, & OTHERS, 


























and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 


© 





moderate in comparison to their value. h jority of their 
Communications, addressed to J. Suaa and Co.,| FIRE AND BURGLAR PRO OF we Se Ce 
Guent, will receive immediate attention. SAFES PIRE-CLAY GOODS, 
i Where resistance to heat is of paramount importance 
OBERT MACLAREN and Co., BEFORE PURCHASING SEND FOR an ample guarantee of which is in SS — of their 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, GRIFFITHS’ MONTHLY LIST OF SAFES, extensive use by most of the Iron Manufacturers in 


Manufacturers of i f Cast-I Main Pi b the North of England. : 
an improved Oe gg aha tae ter mh, Gas Er, By Milner, Marr, Thos. Perry and Sons, Mordan, Not only is the quality of the Fire-Clay inferior to 














gineers, and Wrought-lron Tube Makers. Price, Whitfield, and every eminent maker, at about | none in the northern Coal-field, but the test care 
half the price of new. is taken in selecting it. It is all hand picked, and well 

TWENTY YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, A —— given with each. weathered before ae. . 

4 arge quantity of SanEs pe fom 10s. All orders for 
G , 43, , E.C. 
EDWIN BENTLEY, oe to te hn: me FIRE-CLAY RETORTS of any shape or size, 
RETORT SETTER, TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS. FIRE BRICKS, &c., 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, . Will meet with prompt attention. 
YORKSHIRE. Every Description of 


i CK’S GARESFIELD COKE. 
oFite-Cly, and Iron Betorts, Double and Single | GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAMPS | *4*°° 
roov ic , OF evi i le s ~ 
Bentley's Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 For Shop Windows kept in Stock. Orrices: LINTZ COLLIERY, BURNOPFIELD, 


in one bed W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpon, W. Co, DURHAM; anpD 
Test jals and ref on application. Established 1820. QUAYSIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 




























































| 242 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [March 30, 1869. 


FOR SALE, 
SECOND-HAND STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


As under, all in excellent Working Order, equal to New, guaranteed. 





STATION-METERS. 
5,000 Cubic Feet per hour, 8-in. Connexions. 8,000 Cubic Feet per hour, 8-in. Connexions. 
6,000 ne » 8-in. - 12,000 ne »  10-in. pA 





STATION GOVERNORS for 2, 5, 6, and 12 inch Mains. 


APPLY FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS TO 
GEORGE RAIT, MANAGING DIRECTOR, 


GAS-METER COMPANY, 238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 





AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 





For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 

















In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Fire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute 
the most important orders, either for home or export, with great punctualit 


White Facing Bri hite, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. 
Prices, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to 


MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 463, QUEEN STREET, HULL. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
GAS-VALVES. 




















These justly celebrated and well-known Gas-Valves, of the most perfect workmanship and construction, are made at as low a price as any other kind. 
A—Above-ground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved indicator to show when open and shut, is the best Valve for Purifiers where the most perfect 
tightness is required, and for heavy pressure generally. 2B—Under-ground Screw Gas-Valve. C—lInternal Rack Gas-Valve, with pinions/of homogeneous 
metal. D—Ordinary Rack and Pinion Valve, with strong undamageable racks and pinions. 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEAR NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 
AND 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 














STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, | 


The rte ny bam vay from the Farnley Estate (commonly called the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly || 


well adapted for Retorts, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks ; and the F. I. Co. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet used || 
“So? to be good enough to favour them with a trial. 
e F. 1. 


) 
Ce. —_ in stock, for immediate supply, Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware || 
icks, the 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
*“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 an» 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 


Deprér fer STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 








ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER | 


GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 


Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BurNeEks, Comss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Marns. 

WASHERS for Gas and Steam Joints. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzEamM-ENGINES. 

PACKING (Elastic) for SrzEamM-ENGINES. 

FLANGE TUBING, for excluding 
Draughts and Dust through 


Winsvows, Doors, and GLass © _-- 
CasEs. LE 
Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C- 








Established 1811. 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
And every Description of 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 
MEDIEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c. 





Large Pattern Book# complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 





STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various pattern: 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts ewtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 

Makers ot A. C. Fraser’s Patent Ribbed Retorts an | 

Brick Ovens. 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 


LIMITED, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 


SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 

EXHAUSTERS. 
Lonpon Orrice: 95, CANNON STREET. 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


M:-. W, H. BENNETT, having had 
considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanita: Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma‘ 
be secured tor Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents leted, or p ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

1 tion as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
ope ap ion to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Gas Ligutina, &c.] 














ESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL or 








Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpep 
ror TUBES any FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WakeEHouse—8!, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 
JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


TURNER & ALLEN’S 
NEW DESIGNS 
Plain Pi, acne 


LAMP-POSTS, 
DWARF 
GAS PILLARS, 
LAMP BRACKETS, 
LAMPS, 
LANTERNS, &c. 


GASELIERS, 
CORRIDOR AND LOBBY 
LAMPS, 












ComPLeTE PATTERN 
AN 





PRICE Boox, 
3s. 6d. in stamps. 
TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, &c., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 








T0 GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU; 
CHANDELIERS ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
RON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 


; CRYSTAL 
CHANDELIER. 


RTM Ae 


: 


‘ 


Ate 
oe Fra Tlie < ae 
i 18). 


Special Designs prepareu .a perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete. 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 





J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 








ATHELS’S Patent Dry District 

GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting con- 

trivance for re the pressures in the higher 
levels of a district. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE—onE OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE 
ORDINARY VALvEs—is the best Valve for gas-works. 


For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Gurst AND Curimes, Donsenmen. 


ATHELS’S Patent Ribbed Gas Main- 
PIPES cost but about ld. to 2d. per yard (de- 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure 
PERFECT GAS-TIGHT CONNEXIONS With the Service-Pipes. 
Apply to Messrs. Beccs & Son, 37, Southampton 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 8.E. 
Socket, Fiance, Hot-WaTeR Pipes, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retorts, HypRavLic Main, Lamp- 
CoL_umnNs, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CA8sT- 
INGs AND WrovuGHT-Inon- Work Fok Gas AND 
WaTER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 
N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the oa, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Pends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have i di 
ate attention. 

















CHARLEs HorsLey, Agent. 





LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 


ait IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


YI a WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 


i) These Valves are all proved on 
fj both sides to 30 1b. on the square 
\/ inch before leaving the works. 
Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 

Also Water-Valves, with gun- 










2, 23, and $in..., 12s. per in. 
4in. to Gin. ..... a 
Tin. to 12in..... 10s. 


MANUFACTURERS, 
WALSALL. metal faces and gun-metal screws. 





JAMES M‘KELVIE, 


CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, || 


HAYMAREET, 
EDINBURGH. 


Established 1840. 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


Wiliam FRASER, Inverkeithi 


(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Re 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

erences can be — to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

Wituiam Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s. 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLocK IRoN Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. PENNY coring had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorte and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e 


. ee. 
SOTSWOOD FIRE-BRIOK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 
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ANNEL COAL.—The West York- 
shire Iron and Coal Company, Limited, beg to 
draw the attention of Gas Compauies to their Cannel, 
of which the following is the analysis made by W. 
Huggon, Esq., F.C.8.:— 
ield of gasperton. . , . 10,296 cubic feet, 
Illuminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 
Yield ofcoke perton . . . l2cwt. 
The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 
companies in Yorkshire, gives results still more 


favourable, viz— 
- 10,416 cubic feet. 


Yield ofgas. . . , 
Illuminating power , — sperm candles, 
e 


ee same. 
We add from the same source the capabilities of the 


common gas coal— 
Yield of gas. . . 10,080 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power 14-41 sperm candles. 


Yield ofCoke . . . , . IlSewt. 
CoLLizeRIes—West ARDSLEY, near LEEDs. 

For further particulars, address to the Office of the 

Company, 15, York Place, Lezps. 


OPE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 

We have now the authority of several of the most 

t Gas Engi s of London in stating that our 

Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet 
of Ff with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 

ne ton yields 12} cwt. of good coke. This Coal ean 

be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 

and Barrow. 

For further particulars, apply to Pork anp PEARSON, 

West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near Lens. 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 

nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of ship- 

ment, Wemyss. 

Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wa. Cargy, 

Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Fire. 


WANWICK CANNEL COAL, 


Illuminating power 23°98 candles; yield large, 
and coke good. 

Analyses by W. Valentin, Eeq., of the Royal rr a 
of Chemistry, London, and William Fiddes, Esq., F.C.S., 
Gas-Works, Bristol, with price and terms, forwarded 
on application to H. Boam, Head Office, 1, Darwin 
Terrace, Derby. 

















CANNEL COAL. 


ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 

Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 

the superior quality of their Cannel for gas-making 

purposes. 

This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron 

retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards 

of 11 cwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 

11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 

a of a or Connah’s Quay. 
‘ons supplied for delivery by railway to any part 

of England or Wales. 

For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 

Grirritus Brorners, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fiint- 

SHIRE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 

PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 

GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
AND 

GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 
London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


XIDE OF IBOYN, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 

tensive Gas Companies, and which has givene atire 
satisfaction. 
FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 


BELFAST. 
IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 

Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perxrns, 101, Cannon 

Street, E.C. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 

ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 

FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 

GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 
DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 

















HENRY F. WILttLeEY, 


(Manager for the late Mr. Vickary, of Exeter, 15 years,) 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR. 
WORKS: BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER 
Improved Wet and Dry Meters. Gas Apparatus and Gas-Fittings Manufacturer. 


Contractor for the Erection of Gas-Works, Gasholders, Station-Meters, Governors, and every article 
and apparatus appertaining to Gas-Works. 


F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, wW. 


MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS, 
ROBERT DEMPSTER, 

Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 














BR. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


ohh 


Wrought-Iron Tubes, Wate 
Tanks. 


Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 
Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 
scopic. 


ron and Fire-Clay Retorts. | 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 






ee 





ys Mal oo Station-Meters and Governors. Gas Castings of every description. 
oS sey zo Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 
ars} Zi) Bic)-¢ Lamp-posts and Brackets. all parts of the country. 
“Lopa) - W/ rw Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. Wood Sieves for Purifiers, 
~_ s) RE LUCEM, 
Aa Plans and Specifications prepared. 





GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C, 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 


PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 


f Works, post free, 2s. 6d. : : 4 
" NB The pin fs edition of this Work, xow ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. : . : ; 
“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 


pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 


REDUCED PRICES 


B. DONKIN & CO.’S 


<a IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter. 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. E ' 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, ard are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 
B. DONKIN & CO., 


GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 








aan, 











WALTER FORD, 
159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS,. STATION-METEBS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and i ig use, and ean be given to 











FURNISHED. 


EI TT 


Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 











~~ 
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GEORGE ORME & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, 
*PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 
INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, 
INDICATORS, 
FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 


ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE. 





WORKS: PARK STREET, OLDHAM. 
JOHN WARNER & SONS, 


Bell and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, 
8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C. 








WARNERS’ 
PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE, 


All the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are 
obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast 
and get out of order entirely obviated. 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, Water- 
Closets, Gae-fitting in all its branches, and general 
Plumbers Brass-work, can be obtained upon appli- 
cation. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


“ The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price ls. each for Fish-tail Burners. 


To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and wholesale of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET 
LONDON, W. 


Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ann 
KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 

















2, 





Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 


- 
‘4 ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 
2 For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N, 
SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 


CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c. 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


S.C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 





Nig Wu 


a VAP eh 
MLL OUD LVR PM 0 MO) 














PROVIDENCE IRON-WORES, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 








"NEILL’S NATURAL HYDRATED 
PEROXIDE OF IRON is acknowledged to be 
the best in the market. It contains 90 per cent. of 
Oxide, is light, permeable, and perfectly free from 
grit and other deleterious ingredients. Now used ex- 
clusively in several of the largest London and provin- 
cial gas-works. 
Joun Wma. O’Nertt and Co., 57, Bishopsgate Street 
Within, Lonpon, E.C. 


TAR PURCHASED, 
In Districts contiguous to the Advertisers Works. 
Superior Quick-Drying Black Varnish for every 
description of Ironwork. Sold in barrels of about 


$2 gallons. Delivered free to any station in England 
at ls. 2d. per gallon, cask included. 


JOHN CLARKSON MAJOR, 
Tarn DISTILLER AND MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 

Branch WORKS aT 


NOTTINGHAM, CAMBRIDGE, & BRIGHTON. 
FREDERICK HOPE, 


Gas and Consulting Engineer, 
HIGH STREET, HOUNSLOW, 


Advises Gas Companies on any subject connected with 
the erection of gas-works and the manufacture of 
more particularly on the following points REMOVAL 
OF NAPHTHALINE from works and mains, and pre- 
venting the deposition of the same. ECONOMY in 
purification, and efficacy of the same in reducing the 
bisulphide of carbon toa minimum. TAR FUEL ona 
most simple method. Plans, Specifications, and Esti- 
mates prepared on moderate terms. 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 
WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 
WORKS: 


14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 




















The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimatee 
given if required. 


HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY GOODS 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 

Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, 
executed with all possible despatch. 

N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. 

Circulars, l5in. and 16in. Ovals, 20in. by 14in. 


D’s, 15x13, 1612, 18x14, 20x16, 21x14, 24x14. 


ANDREW HARDY & SON, 
RETORT SETTERS, 
Beg to inform Engineers, Managers, and Gas Com- 
panies in general of their CHANGE OF RESIDENCE 
from Waterloo Road, Uxbridge Moor, to OLD CROWN 
GARDENS, UXBRIDGE, MIUDLESEX. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 
description of Fire-Clay Good 


Mr. H. GORE, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
20, ALFRED PLACE, BEDFORD SQU.RE, LONDON, W.C, 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 


PATENTEES OF THE 
HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 
MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 
WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 

BLACK AND GALVANIZED ; 
BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING; 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 

And Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools ; 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT METAL PLUGS; 

GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c. 
Large Pattern-Book and Price List of Gas-Fittings, 
price 7s. Gd., supplied on applicatign. 















































246 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [March 30, 1869. 
SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from § in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCEKS, WATER-GAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES | 
For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—N? 157, UPPER THAMES STREET. OFFICES—N° 4, CLOAK LANE, E.C.. 























LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and No. 3, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. | 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 
PARIS and LILLE. | 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 

MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN’S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. ne 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE AND RETORT WORKS, 




















W. INGHAM and SONS, having for maay years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 
| | beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by -, in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
, | CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
|| The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
{| Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
{| GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OP EQUGAL QUALITY. 
| A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.. 
| Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—2aporit orders continue to have prompt attention. 
| 
| 
| 


E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








CLIFFS PATENT 
D_ CLAY .__RETORY. ___ 


=== 





} 





THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, | 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALJ. DESCRIPTIONS OF 

FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, | 
Lonpon AGENT: | 

MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross. | 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 








3 


—— 

























































| 
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‘PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE —— 
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WILLIAM SUGG, 4.2% 


GAS ENGINEER. 








PARIS, 1867. 
—— Pam 











Ganeas 94 anit. 


} 
LAMP METERS AND BOXES. | 
| 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now se ratep to 14 CANDLES. | 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 58.W.) 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, | 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &c., h 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


' Ww. C. HOLMES & co., 


= WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. | 
| 


"SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B: W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, || 
in use in many of the principal Gas- Works on the Continent. | 


|PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for — | 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*.* Please address letters to Huddersfield. | 
REPERENCES TO NEARLY 300 GAS-WORES. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 
TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, | 
GRANGE METER-WORKES, EDINBURGH, | 
Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of | 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” | 
They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 1 
PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MOUTH PIECE 




































KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Reto: hi de from the celeb STOURBRIDGE 
At yp ony (oo = . i" . 9 mny ne 4 — Patent all Gold Ait is entinded trom the iiln while borate ~~ pone them FRE? : 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. eres a ny oe ee me sai: ecettnen a 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al) Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridee.’ 


Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURWNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
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UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 





*“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now h 
in use.” 





Over 60,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 


Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 

CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 

IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; 

GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 

GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
||invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 1 2s. 
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